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“Some day historians and political theorists are likely to speak of the 1990s in India
(as they now do of the 1960s in France) as a period of epochal change in politics, the arts,
democracy itself.” Susie Tharu, Ravikumar 2009 ~DF»H
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“A few Dalits as billionaires, a few hundred as multi-millionaires and a

_few thousand as millionaires would democratize and de-Indianize Capitalism. A few

dozen Dalits as market speculators, a few Dalit-owned corporations traded on
stock-exchanges, a few Dalits with private Jets, and a few of them with Golf caps,
would make democratic Capitalism loveable”. (cited in Menon and Nigam 2007: 96)
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Cf. The arrival of other cultures in India will cause a big upheaval in the orthodox
thinking here. It will change the caste system...

AM: So, you think cultural globalization can have a good impact?

ST: It can have a positive impact. It can change the Indian people. The entire
belief system here needs to change. Because of globalization, we are becoming
aware of democratic practices and of struggles for rights and entitlements from
across the world. ....

AM: But there are arguments that globalization will reduce people’s rights,
entitlements and freedom.

ST: No, globalization is increasing, rather than decreasing people’s rights and
freedom. I feel that these people are saying the opposite because they are afraid
that it will destroy Hindu culture. (Limbale 2004: 128-9)
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‘“Translation Revolution’ of the 1990s” (Ravikumar and Azhagarasan,2012: xi).
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Bharatiya Dalit Sahitya Akademi (Indian Dalit Literary Academy), Delhi
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‘Narratives of pain’ (Beth 2007:549) "Narratives of Suffering (Basu 2002)

“Dalit literature is literature in which dalits have depicted their own pain. It is
literature that expresses the reality of what they have suffered in their struggle for
the life.” (Naresh K. Jain {2 & % Valmiki 2008 ~DF3L, p. 12.)

negation and protest, [@

“By Dalit literature, I mean writing about Dalits by Dalit writers with a Dalit
consciousness.” (Limbale 2004:19) Cf. Indian Literature # I/L+ &Y hIUERED
74 by Venkat Swaminathan,
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“l am not a Dalit writer, and I don’t want to be!” Kavidendra Indu
. == i
Cf. “Speak in your Tamil. Speak in your language that has been despised as chers
Tamil and colloquial Tamil!” (Ravikumar and Azhagarasan 2012:268)
< EATIERLS, £H
*Tt is as though the autobiographical T’ does not have an autonomous life outside the
collective ‘we’.(Pandian 1998:54) /S—=< 0 Karukku(1992\ZB3 % & D
. *My argument here is that dalit life narratives are in fact testimonies, which forge a
right to speak both for and beyond the individual and contest explicitly or implicitly the
‘official forgetting’ of histories of caste oppression, struggles and resistance. (Rege

2006:13)
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« Uma Chakrabarti, “Brahmanical patriarchy”(2003)
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8 s women are the gateways of caste-system and the critical pivot on
whose purity-sanctity axis the caste hierarchy is constructed. “(Jogdand
1995:4) h
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Dalit Voice (Bangalore) 1981~ V.T.Rajashekar
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“By using the term dalit women’ we are creating an imaginary category. This
Imagining is necessary because we hope that Dalit women in the near future will give

new critical dimensions to Indian feminist movement as well as to Dalit
Movement’ (Jogdand 1995: 1) 3&5HITAY PF N KXFE, IXFEORELAY PF
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Nothing else will serve as the solvent of caste.” Annihilation of Caste, 1936.
Cf. “In the war for equality, for ages and ages the endogamy prevailing in this
society (in the Hindu society) has remained as the fortress that protects
casteism. Intercaste marriage is a revolt against the system of marriage
within the subcaste, i.e. endogamy.” Thirumaavalavan, 2004, p. 2.
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“Our central point is that not counting caste has been one of independent India’s
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@ This (7 L—, 7 v~_— K& /LD)modernity was different from what Joshi(2001) has
called the fractured modernity of the middle classes, which can be described in
shorthand as a stitching together of brahmanical and new ideas. Dalit modernity, on
the other hand, was fashioned by a stitching together of the emancipatory
materialistic traditions that challenged Brahmanism and new western ideas (Guru
2000). (Rege 2006: 32)

® She (Omvedt) ‘1l write something worth reading and writing, but it will be in thin
small letters and we won’t be able to read it, sot at all, there will be no profit or loss
to us. [General laughter.] Is this true or false? Bai, is what I am saying a mistake?
Understand, we show our difficulties to you, you send from there some paper and
some educated person will read, some children, and we know nothing, whatever
they tell us or explain to us, we will understand. If we even have the time. (Rao
2003: 314)
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