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The Women Mirrored in the Early Urdu Novels*

Asuka MURAKAMI**

Abstract

An improvement of the state of women was the dominant theme of social reforms 

of India in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and this social characteristic was 

also reflected in Urdu literature of the time. The purpose of this paper is to show the striking 

feature of “women” depicted in the early Urdu novels. First I will introduce a novel, The 

- Ahmad in 1869 which is also 

considered as the first Urdu novel and point out its impact upon the literary world. Secondly 

I will try to compare this novel with another one, Betterment of Women (I un- )

written by Urdu’s first woman novelist Rashid un-Nisa in 1881 and adduce examples of the 

radical differences between the “women” of the two novels, the one by a male author and 

the other by a female author.

19 20

1 (Na r A mad, 1831-19122

                                                   
2015 7 4 FINDAS

 

)

  
1 

(Munsh  Gum -1881) (Riy z-i di -rub ) (1832
1893 ) mudd -1879)

( t- r) (1862 ) ( -1902)
-yi z d) (1879 )

(n )



2 
 

ul- a (1869 )
20

3

Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library 2015 4 16 20
Urdu Academy, Delhi 2015 5 4 5 8 Maulana Azad Library, Aligarh 

Muslim University 2015 5 13 18

( - 1853-1931

19

4) (I un- )

(1881 1894 )

                                                                                                                                                     
1878

b r)

[Mookerjee 1992: 87-89]  
2 

)
[ ] 55  

3 [  2013] [  1889] [
19 1914 300  

4 [ -  2007: 205-208]
 ( ) ( A

1911-1971) 1855 1926 [ -  2007: 219-232]
 (  w )

( - ) 1853
(N z Q (  - )

( ) ( - -i Hind)
1855 1929 ( )

(Bih r me  - 1853
1931



FINDAS  3 

3 
 

5

6

7

8

34 2
6 26

20 10
[Prichett 2001: 204] 9

1869 (North-Western Provinces)
1870

1000 2000
[Naim 2007: 54]

[ 1978: 4]

(instruction) (entertainment)
(mental discipline)

[Naim 
2007: 47]

1869 1874 125
                                                   
5 

r 1978: 4]  
6 

(Mir t 
un-nis ) ik yat 1864 (

) 1870 [  1870: 7] 40
1

1864
 

7  
8 2

t un- ’sh) (1872 ) 
500  

9 6
[

5 [  



4 
 

25 100 25
23 21 17 11 11 9 8

[Kalsi 
1990: 34]

(Director of 
Public Instruction) (Matthews Kempson, 1831-1894)

10

[ r 1978: 201]
(Sir William Muir)

[ 1978: 203]
[ 1978: 200]

11

2015 4 5 3
19 19 20

12

19
2 13

                                                   
10 (Mirz  

h n 1797-1869)

r 1978: 200]  
11 [ [ 21

36 7 12  
12  (

un- ) 1898 ) 1904 I 1908

1918 1 26
kiyo be ) (Ni b-i m- )

2 5 -i n - r 19 1
Z  be  

13  [ : 219]



FINDAS  3 

5 
 

1 (Sayyid 
A 1846-1927) (B 14

[Sh --?: 22-23]

4

4

2

3

1

100 75
25

                                                                                                                                                     
( A -1890) (J - )

1886

[ : 219]

(Ris - )
[ r 2006: 30]  

14 [ : 216]
 [ [A ]

 



6 
 

… …

… …

[ - 2007: 161-162]

19

15 [Minault 1998: 55]16

2

                                                   
15 ( j -1914)

( - )
 

16

[ r 
1978: 28]  



FINDAS  3 

7 
 

[ 1978]
26 23

27
28 29

4
30

10

3

17

[ - 2007: 123]
2

(Sub Depty)

                                                   
17  



8 
 

[ -

2007: 129]

1 75

[ - 2007: 136]

[ 2]

2] 2]
1

201
70 2]



FINDAS  3 

9 
 

(nik )

2 4

[ 1978: 182]

1
10 nuql

p

[ - ]

1857
18

[Minault 
1998: 173]

2]

                                                   
18 

19
[ : 5]

(upper- )
 



10 
 

[ - 2007: 161]

19

1

[ 2]

(maga hai) [ - 2007: 
45] (ye sab b te ba o se hot ’
hai )[ - 2007: 51] (zam ne k hai) [ - 2007: 53]

3

2

[ - 2007: 142]

[ 2]

dupa

                                                   
19 8 15

 



FINDAS  3 

11 
 

3

30 40 [ - 2007: 173]

[ - 2007: 71]

19

(ideal) (real)



12 
 



FINDAS  3 

13 
 

[ 2]

im cf.

jahez

5 la

(m )
c iy suh

kangn

m r an

sharbat

cauk
angarkh
p

kurt
rum

baddh
7 p n gh



14 
 

b
7

rat jag
g cf. niy z na r

gulgul

neg
ra am (ci v

gha
cf.

one o ke
sil

cf.
ka b diyah

cf.
badhn

capn
sihr

han iy 4 caumukh maulv
du

cf.
k nj [R - ]

ma v man ap

sh miy nah
hol

ub an
rak

panj-tan p k
5 f ah

cf.



FINDAS  3 

15 
 

z Saiyyid
Mas

Jal
(Miy e)20 (B b Sahj )

21

daf
Sayyid A mad Kab -

cf.

cf.

cf.
ahnak k n

cf.
s d

7 6

makh n nath
miss

(piy lah)

12 7
ca ba 7 supl 7 okr

ma 12
cf.

7

                                                   
20 [Crooke 1994: 129] 
21 5

h r r [Crooke 1994: 130] 



16 
 

7 1

lagan

gals
4

( ) be cf.

4 1 1
ro

daliy
ank

cf.
badh v

(mihnd
k

kajlau
7

sind r
j nevte j te hai kal ukh kar le j e ge

7 1

21



FINDAS  3 

17 
 

s

cauth 4
sone k sihr

suh g pu

miqna

bar

zan nah

40 3.6
7

7

(sone me suh g ho g motiyo me dh g bann ko jog 
banne ko l g ) (l g )

ka or mal dah
khajl khaj



18 
 

uqqah

cobh
21

samadh mil

tambol
21

toshak takiyah

r t rasm ru at

cf.
7

rs mu af
jalvah s rah

6

palang
4 p h

maht b



FINDAS  3 

19 
 

holak ka or

v l

7

1

sal

sal

ghar bharne k rasm

(m b p
k ghar bharte hai ) 3



20 
 

5
cf.

p lk

lo

cf.

cf.

cf.
cf.

3
nam z

2

4
cauth kheln



FINDAS  3 

21 
 

7

cha 7

nau m 9

panj r
5

5

achuv n
janam-ghu

p r

rum

surmah

6

21 ro

ta t

cauk
4 th 21

(phal ph l r t)



22 
 

21

pul o
7

cf.
qalam

cf.

ph l 3

cf.

cihlum 40

ug l-d n
-d gul b-p

zardah firn
Qur

ru at

shah b



FINDAS  3 

23 
 

M t Maiy

qa
cf.

cf.

jin par

3

3 p r n
3

t sr t r ke c nd k ab girah ka ga
3

rozah
3 sav pahr k rozah 4

7 9
jaleb

mu l n

k rozah bh do
6 8 9 1

bh r kath

cf.
B b s k rozah ph gun 12

2 3
B b N r k rozah aghan 9

11 12 gulatth



24 
 

p r khil n

cf.

mannat

5 5 1/4
kha p ah

cf.

P r D d r k k n cf.

11 gy rah dam k mi h
au -i A am

Abdul-Q l n
cf.

tip
kha ra am cf.

1
40

ta v z

im
P r a r 23F

22

                                                   
22 

 



FINDAS  3 

25 
 

one o ke

kafan kanjar

5

j d

jh ph k

(du )

niy z na r

( Ba sh)23

halvah

                                                   
23 ( ) dudd n 

d

 



26 
 

24

reo
Cuhal B b

5

ojh f

mom j mah
cf.

(darg h) 40 (cillah)

m lin bhajan

g ng p j
Hol 2 15

D v l
9 30

Basant
j tiy

                                                   
24 P r r



FINDAS  3 

27 
 

Sh A r- . .
A q A mad. 1974. r A mad: Sha iyat aur K . Dihl : Maktabah-yi Sh h-r h.

. 1870. t un-N . K np r: Ma ba -yi .
, usain. 1924. -N . P n pat: Pres.

mad. 1978 [1869]. ul- A . Kar c : T j Kampan .
[2006]. Kulliy t-i ip mad: N vil. Dihl

Q d z. 1985. “Urd vil-N , Kit b-Num . M rc 1985. pp.23-26.
un-N . 2007 [1894]. I un-N : Yih N 1881 L G . Pa nah: sh 

Or n al Pablik L .
Sh A , Sayyid Mu mmad . [n.d.](18--?), Badh v . Pa nah: [n.p.].

2013 [1968?]. -1914. D : Ejukeshnal 
Pablishing H s.

Blumhardt, J.F. 1889. Catalogue of Hindustani Printed Books in the Library of the British Museum.
London: Longman’s Co. [etc.]

1909. A Supplementary Catalogue of Hindustani Printed Books in the Library of the British 
Museum: Acquired during the Years 1889-1908. London: British Museum [etc.].
Crooke, William. 1994. An introduction to the popular religion and folklore of northern India. New 
Delhi: Asian Educational Services.
Metcalf, Barbara Daly tr. 1992. Perfecting Women: Maulana Ashraf Thanawi’s Bihishti Zewar: a 

Partial Translation with Commentary. Berkeley, Los Angles, Oxford: University of California Press.

Minault, Gail. 1998. Secluded Scholars: Women’s Education and Muslim Social Reform in Colonial India.

Delhi: Oxford University Press.

2009. Gender, Language, and Learning: Essays in Indo-Muslim Cultural History. Ranikhet:

Permanent Black.

Mookerjee, Firoz. 1992. Lucknow and the world of Sarshar. Karachi: Saad Publications.

Naim, C.M. 2007. “Prize-Winning Adab: A Study of Five Urdu Books Written in Response to the

Allahabad Government Gazette Notification”, Sumit Sarkar & Tanika Sarkar ed., Women and Social 

Reform in Modern India. Ranikhet: Permanent Black, pp.[44]-69.

Oesterheld, Christina. 2004. “Entertainment and Reform, Urdu Narrative Genres” in Stuart Blackburn and 

Vasudha Dalmia ed., Nineteenth Century in India’s Literary History. Delhi: Permanent Black, pp.

[167]-212.

Pritchett, F. 2001. “Afterword: The First Urdu Bestseller.” in Nazir Ahmad, Trans. by G.E. Ward. The 

Bride’s Mirror. Delhi: Permanent Black, pp. [204]-223.

Russell, Ralph. 1992. “The Development of the Modern Novel”, “Nazir Ahmad and the Aligarh 

Movement”, The Pursuit of Urdu Literature. Delhi: Oxford University Press. pp. 83-111, 120-150.



28 
 

Sharif, Jafar.; Herklots, G.A. tr. 1972. Islam in India or the Qanun-i-Islam. London: Curzon Press.

Suhrawardy, Shaista Akhtar Banu. 2006 [1945]. A Critical Survey of the Development of the Urdu Novel 

and Short Story. Karachi: Oxford University Press.

Web

Pietorangelo, Valerio. 2004. “Urdu Literature and Women”, The Annual of Urdu Studies. Vol. 19.  

(http://www.urdustudies.com/pdf/19/10PietrangeloUrduLit.pdf) 2011 11 2 .

Kalsi, A.S. 1990. “The Influence of Nazir Ahmad’s Mirat al-Arus (1869) on the Development of Hindi 

Fiction”, The Annual of Urdu Studies. Vol. 7, pp. 

31-44 .(http://dsal.uchicago.edu/books/annualofurdustudies/pager.html?volume=7&objectid=PK2151.A615

2_7_038.gif ) 2016 1 22 .






