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Interpretations of East Pakistan by Maududi: 

A Focus on the Bengali Independence Movement* 
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Abstract 

This paper aims to examine the views of Maulana Maududi on the East Pakistan issue as 

can be understood from his speeches and articles. Saiyid Abū al-Aʻlā Maudūdī (1903-1979) 

was a famous Islamic thinker and political leader of Pakistan who had a major role in the 

Islamic revivalism of the 1970s in Pakistan and in other countries. He established the 

religious party Jamaat-e Islami (Islamic party) in 1941. More than 150 books and over a 

100 edited books of Maududi were published. For this paper, I surveyed the books on East 

Pakistan published from the 1940s to 1979. From them, I gathered records of his speeches 

and articles of the period from 1956 to 1975. Bangladesh was known as the East Bengal 

province, a part of Pakistan from 1947 to 1955, and as the late East Pakistan province from 

1955 to 1971. Maududi visited East Pakistan ten times, mostly for political campaigning as 

the head of Jamaat-e Islami. His books reveal his views and opinions on East Pakistan 

formed during these sojourns into this area. The first point we notice from his speeches and 

articles is his views on Bengali literature and language. Maududi supported the movement 

to make Bengali as the national language. The second theme I extracted from his articles 

and speeches is the independence movement, focusing mainly on the election system and 

the six-point autonomy plan proposed by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The third topic I 

surveyed is the recognition of Bangladesh as a distinct country with a separate identity after 

1971. From his writings, speeches, and articles, it is evident that he had a clear perspective 

of the issues faced by East Pakistan. This paper is limited by research on Maududi’s 
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perspectives and his messages based on the speeches he made or the articles he wrote; it 

does not include the reactions to them from East and West Pakistan. This limitation can be 

overcome in future research on the independence movement in Bangladesh and the impact 

of his speeches on it. 
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