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Mobilities and cultural practices of Punjabi migrants in the Greater Toronto Area

Masako AZUMA*

Abstruct
This paper examines the relevancies between the mobilities of migrants and their cultural practices through
the research on Indian Punjabi migrants in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), Canada. Focus is placed on a key
person in the community through an explanation of his social and geographical mobilities. Another point of
mobility, that is, the mutual influence between a network of migrants and their moves, is discussed in this
paper. The cultural practices of Punjabi migrants in the GTA prepare their tie of co-presence through regular
meetings. Their network, based on the tie, supports migrants’ mobility through their attendance at the venue
where the meetings are held. Through the network they find the support that is necessary for their mobility.
Conversely their cultural practices and their network cannot be achieved unless they move to meet at the
venue. This paper also attempts to explain how the mobilities of migrants and their cultural practices can be
understood in the context of a multicultural society. Previous studies tended to address only one perspective
despite the fact that both perspectives on mobilities and a multicultural society are significant in migration

studies.
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