
1

Word Order in Compound Verbs in Japanese and Chinese 

Summary 
In Kageyama (1993), compound verbs of the “complement relationship” type (e.g., -oeru/-owaru, 

-tsukusu, -hajimeru/-hajimaru, -tsuzukeru/-tsuzuku, -sokonau, -machigau/-machigaeru, and –wasureru) 
are considered to be very productive types of compound verbs.  

Like Japanese, Chinese also has a rich system of “verb +verb/adjective” type compound verbs 
which occupy a very important place in its verb system. The most prominent type of compound 
verbs, however, is the “antecedent event + resultant event” type of resultative compound verbs, e.g., 
compound verbs such as “dasi (hit-dead)”, “dapo (hit-broken”), zoulei (walk-tired)”, and they are 
formed under a mechanism which is very different from the Japanese one. 

This paper proposes the following typological difference between the Japanese and Chinese “verb 
+ verb/adjective” type compound verbs, namely, for the most productive type of “verb + verb” 
compound verbs, the syntactic order of SOV in Japanese is preserved in the word order, but in 
Chinese, which has a SVO word order, because the verb can take various post-positional 
constituents, the highest priority is given to the “time sequence order.” Thus, the universal principle 
of “syntactic structure reflected in word structure” can be seen in the typical word order of 
compound verbs in both Japanese and Chinese. 
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(1)           
    Ta   qu nian  zai  xuexiao  hen   renzhendi    xuexi       
    

          



(2)
 du   shu

(3)                  
 du   shu  du    de     hen    lei. 

DE   
(4)        
 cong  jiaoshi   zou  chu lai. 

(5)
 zou  bu dong 

Neg. 
(6)
 zou de hen  kuai 

DE
(7)
 zou  le liang ci. 

Perfective 
(8)             
 zou  le            ma? 

 perfective   

(3) (7)

(9)       
 Ta   he    jiu   he  zui   le.

perfective
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< sha> < si> < sha>

< sha-si> V2 < si>
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Heine & Hunnemeyer (1991)

TIME TO CAUSE metaphor

1989:154-151

(12) a. +  (Predicate-Object Type ):  
zhong-di  jie-hun
chong-dian  dong-yuan

b. +  (Predicate-Complement Type)
tui-kai
da-po /

 han-ya /
c. +  (Modifier-Head Type)

chi-dao  re-ai
wa-jie /



d. +  (Subject-Predicate Type)
mian-shu  tou-teng
yan-shu  xing-ji

e. (Coordinative Type)
fa-zhan / gai-bian /
cheng-li / feng-fu /
chong-shi /

2.1 (1)~(9)
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1 -  zhong-di
 jie-hun
 chong-dian
 dong-yuan( )

2 -  tui-kai
 da-po /

 han-ya
/

3 V2 -  chi-dao
 re-ai
 wa-jie /

 gai-zu /

4 -  mian-shu
 tou-teng
 yan-shu
 xing-ji

5 1 2  fa-zhan /
 gai-bian /
 cheng-li /
 feng-fu /
 chong-shi /



+
<- wan / ><- guang /

/  ><- bian: / ><- jin: / / ><- guan:
/ ><- yan: > <- gou: >

(13) 
V1  + V2

a.
b. /  /            / 2

V1 V2

(14d) <- hui> <- dong>

V1 V2

(14) a. /
 he-zui  tui-kai
da-po /

b. /
ku-shi /
han-ya /
zuo-zhi

c. / /
lei-huai /

 zui-dao /
d. 

xue-hui
 ting-dong
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(15) 
a. V1
b. V2 (14d) <- hui><- dong>

(1993:74-97)
(16)

(16) a. 

b.

(1993:74-97)
2

2 (1993:74-97)

. V1
V2 V1 V2

.

.
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E1 V2 E2
Lexical Conceptual Structure, LCS

(17) 
     V1  + V2   LCS1 AND LCS2 (t1=t2) 
(18) 

 V1  + V2 LCS2 WHILE LCS1 (t1=t2) 
(19) 

 V1  + V2 LCS2 BY LCS1 (t1 t2) 
t1 LCS1 t2 LCS2 t1=t2 LCS1 LCS2
t1 t2 LCS1 LCS2

(1996) (1993:113 -116 )

(2005:108) (20)

(20) 
     V1  + V2 [[LCS1] AND [LCS2]] (t1=t2) 

(2005:111-112)

V1V2
< kuhan/ kujiao>

< xianwu/ yanwu> <{ lian/ ai/ si} mu> <
rennai> < xiwang/ xiqiu>



(21) fa-sheng, dong-yao, /
fa-zhan, / gai-bian, /
ting-zhi, / cheng-li, /
feng-fu, / chong-shi,

(21) < fasheng, >

E1 E2
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(22) 
 V1  + V2 [LCS2]  (t1=t2) 

WHILE [LCS1] 

V2
(1997:145) /

(23)
a.
b. 
c.
d. 

(24)
a.
b. 
c.
d. 
e.



f. 
g. 

/

(25)
a. shang

paoshang, pashang
{fei/piao}shang tiaoshang

b. xia
tiaoxia, huaxia

{fei/piao}xia
c. luo, 

hualuo, gunluo
liuluo, { / } {fei/piao}luo

d. hui :
paohui { / } {fei/piao}hui

(26) 
a. chu

pachu gunchu
feichu liuchu

b. chu
feichu taochu

c. jin
paojin feijin liujin

d. daochuV1 V1 laiV2 qu
daochu zou zou lai zou qu
daochu pao pao lai pao qu

e. / / kai/zou/qu
{ / / } pao{kai/zou/qu} fei{kai/zou/qu}

liu{kai/zou/qu}
f. dao

youdao liudao
g. / guo/yue paoguo

fei{guo/yue}



(25)(26) (26d)
V2

(27) a. < shang>  
b. < xia> 
c. < luo > 
d. < hui > 
e. / < chu > 
f. < jin > 
g. < / / kai/zou/qu > 
h. < dao > 
i. < / guo/yue> 

V1 (telicity)
(27) V2

(achievement verb)
V1V2 V2

(2005:108) (28)

(28) 
  V1  + V2  LCS2  (t1 t2) 

      BY LCS1

V2 3

(29) V2

(29) kandao tidao he{ guang/ gan/ jing}
kuzhong / shuodao/ bodao/

shuifu
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(29) LCS

LCS

(2005:109) (30)

(30) 
V1  + V2 LCS2  (t1 t2) 

FROM LCS1

V1 LCS2
LCS BY

FROM V1V2
LCS1 LCS2

(31) a.  wanlei
b.  zuidao
c. yansi
d.  tuoluo
e.  shaosi

(1993:108-111)

(32) a. 

b. 

c.

d. 



e.

f. 

g.

f.

h.

j. 

k. 

l.

m. 

n. 

o. :

p. 

(1993:141-143) V2
V2
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VP2
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i   VP1 V2 V2

                             NP1        V’1

       PROi NP  V1          -

        

(33) V2 -

(34)

(34)

VP2

          NP2                                   V’2

            

VP1 V2 V2

                             NP1        V’1

       NP V1          

       

V1

V2 -

?
LCS2 [LCS2...[LCS1]...]



(2005)
(35)

(35) a. xiang bian xiang che b. chuan bian 
c. kan lou d. xie lou 
e. kan lou 
f. yong jin yong guang g. jiao guan 

(35) V2
V2

(36) a.  bian
b.  lou
c.  jin
d. guang ( )
e. guan

V2

V2

(1998)

(37)  V2
a. chi sheng xia 

zhuang sheng xia 
zuo sheng xia 

b. mai sheng xia
shao sheng xia 

hai mei wan quan xiao shi 
rong hua rong hua



V1

LCS

(38) [[xi] CONTROL[[xi] EAT [yj]]] RESULT IN [[yj] BE AT-LEFT]] 

RESULT IN LCS1 LCS2
LCS

(39)  LCS1   RESULT  IN  LCS2 (t1  t2) 

(39)

V2 < shengxia>
V1

< mai shengxia > ( ) ( )
< shao shengxia > V1
V1 <* xiao shengxia

>
LCS1 RESULT IN

(40) 
 [x ACT ON y ]  CAUSE  [y BECOME [BE AT-z]] 

V2 V1
2001:162,

Simpson1983, Levin and Rapparport Hovav1995 V1

(1993:96)



(41) a. 
b. 
c.
d. 

e.
f. 
g. 
h. 
j. 

(1993:141-143)
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(42) 

VP2

          NP2                                       V’2

           

i   VP1 V2 V2

                             NP1           V’1

       PROi NP V1         

       

(42) V2

(43)



(43)   VP2

          NP2                                       V’2

            

VP1 V2          V2

                              NP1           V’1

            NP V1             

       

V1

V2 -

V2 -
(44) (43)

(44)                              VP2

          NP2                                       V’2

            

VP1 V2          V2

                              NP1          V’1

      NP V1              

      

3
3
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  V1 V2 

1 V2 - 1.

2.

2 V2 - 3.

3 V2 - 4.

4 V2 5.

5 V2 6. -

/

OV VO

V2



(45) 4

a.
<- cuo> <- dui> :

b.
<- duo/ shao> ( )
<- zao/ wan> ( )
<- chang/ duan>

c.
<- gou> ( )

:149

V2

(46)  V2
a.

<- wan> 

b. /
<- hao> 

V2

                                                          
4 (2011) (1990, 2001)

(1997)
maigui chiduo laizao
qiwan waqian



(47)
a.

<- bian> 

b.
<- jin> 

(48) [VPV2 [IP  V1 ]] [IP  [VP V1 ]]

(48) a.  ([VP kaishi [IP V1 ]])
b.  ([VP jixu [IP V1 ]])
c. /  ([IP mei neng [IP V1 ]])
d.  ([VP wan le [IP V1 ]])
e.  ([VP chongxin [IP V1 ]])

<- ding>

(49) a. , ( )

b. ( )

<- ding>
V2 < dong > <

hui >



<- ding>

<* wangxie, [ ]>

-

< ba >

(50) a.    .
ba shiqing ban wan. 
BA

b.       
ba   ta  jiao      jinlai 
BA  

c.             
ba hua you shuo   le       yibian. 
BA  perfective   

< ba >

OV



(iconicity) (Tai 1985)

< chini > < tiaofan > < chuan’guan 
>

VO
<*  nichi

> <*  fantiao > <* guanchuan >

[vp wang le [ IP huixin ] ] +
< chini 

> < chuan’guan > < tiaofan >

OV



4

1. 1. OV
2. 

    

1. VO
2.

    

2. 1.

e.g.

2.
e.g. 

- :

1.

e.g. < chini >

 < chuan’guan >

*  nichi

* guanchuan

2.

e.g. <- cuo, >

<- duo, >

<- shao, >

<- wan, >
<- bian, >
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