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Tha ¥anner and Frequaney of Tople Initiatlion
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The present studr ezasined lapanese conversstfoa siruelure and
conversatlonal strategies In dyadic conversalons betveen strangers. In order to
exanine hov conversallenal sirategies sight be sanlipulated depeading on the
tnterlocutors’ percelved pover, ind hov conversition structure and the pattern
of tople developneat night differ depending on the coabinatlion of \he subjects,
the tvo base subjects vere asted to Interset with six diffarent pariners vho
ditfer in age and asex.

The madn resuity are a3 follows,

—

There ly a tendency thatl the older speakar {higher poverdinltiated toplc more
frequently.
1) Mev toples are wostly Introduced En question foras.
1) A1l of the conversations are contisted ol “opealng vection,” “aain sectlon”
and "closiag sectlon, ”

4} There are tro patteras {n the xanner of topic devejopeent: one b3 “Questfon
and Ansver Pattera™ and the other |3 “Teo-vay toplc inltlatdon Pattesrn.™ The
foraer Is often found In the “pover-asyanptry” conversalons and the latter
is found §n the “pover=sysmetlry” conversitions,

These reswvlls should be integrated into the Japanese language pedagogy

vhich enphasizes an the teaching of conversatiosal strategles.
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