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Onomatopoeia in the Modern Korean language

Hideki Noma

There are about 4000-8000 onomatopoetic words in the Modern
Korean language. This paper discusses characteristics of onomato-
poetic sound and syllabic structure of onomatopoetic words with
special reference to patterns of reduplication.

What we call in this study the ‘Law of Final Consonants’ of
onamatopoeia in Korean language can be expressed in the two
following tendencies:

1) The frequency of use of final consonants increases by degrees
in order of point of articulation (front to back). The order from
least to most frequent is:

[p] [m] < [t] [n] < [1] < [K] [n]

2) The order of consonants ending a syllable in words 2 or
more syllables follows the above front to back pattern of points
of articulation.
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