Chronological Study on the Red-slipped Pottery of Lal-lo Shell Middens
- Special Reference on the non-decorated Red-slipped Pottery under the Shell Middens

Hidefumi Ogawa

Summary

The non-decorated red-slipped pottery in the Lal-lo Shell Midden sites are usually revealed from the silty
clay layer under the shell deposit on the river bank of the Lower Cagayan River. This pottery group shares
some characteristics with the decorated red-slipped pottery revealed from the Magapit Shell Midden Site, in the
paste, surface color and firing. By the result of the analyses of non-decorated red-slipped pottery from Irigayen
Site in Santa Maria Shell Midden Site, it becomes clear that this pottery group has the types of Jar, Bowl with
ring-foot and stove, and the some rim shapes of these types of pottery differs from the ones of the decorated
red-slipped pottery group.

The C14 datings of the non-decorated red-slipped pottery indicate that it lasts from 2972 to 3461calBP
(Table 1). The datings indicate a so the non-decorated red-slipped pottery is older than the one of the decorated
red-slipped pottery, 2800+ 140BP from the Magapit Shell Midden Site. As the method and accuracy of the
C14 datings are different, we cannot conclude at this noment the chronological positions of these pottery
groups. The chronological problem between these two pottery groups will be resolved with the further
excavations of the sites, geological study on the changing ecological settings of the Lower Cagayan River and
the change of the utilization of the river resources.
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