An Analysis of L2 Learners’
Overuse and Underuse of
Intensifiers in English
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Amplifiers Maximizers absolutely, completely, extremely,
Boosters very, highly, strongly, terribly
Downtoners Approximators nearly, virtually
Compromisers enough, rather
Diminishers partly, slightly, somewhat

Minimizers hardly, scarcely



2. TR

* Firth (1968) : “one possible explanation for their overuse may well be
that they have direct translational equivalents which are very frequent
in French”. (for example, completely and completement)

* Xiao $ McEnery (2006) explored the collocational behavior of
intensifier and adjectives of Chinese-speaking English learners.

* Tuncar (2016) exaimined the use of maximizers and semantic prosodic
awareness of Turkish speaking English learners.
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* very

BNC

good
much
little
difficult

different

ICNALE
important
much
bad
good

difficult

* SO

BNC
much
many
bad
close

easy

ICNALE
much
bad
many
important

easy



4. F7 R

42 BREFRCERAOIRT - 3>

* too
BNC ICNALE
good important
much bad
little much
difficult good

different difficult
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* [CNALED kB2 7|2 & B2

o Important}2 O*bad D1 A58 Z (per million words)
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* absolutely * extremely

BNC ICNALE BNC
right necessary difficult
neccesary wrong important
clear true useful
essential right rare

sure correct valuable

ICNALE
(harmful)
high
bad
important

dangerous
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* totally * very

- Rate (%) Rate (%) Rate (%) - Rate(%) Rate(%) Rate(%)

Positive 16.2 18.9 29.8 Positive 57.6 58.3 52.4

Negative [1IKY 54.1 55.1 h el 31.0 34.6 35.6

Neutral 22.9 27.0 15.1 Neutral 11.4 7.2 12.0
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* vCery

words
important Al
bad Al
much Al
good Al
difficult A2

happy Al

CEFR-level

* SO

words
much
bad
many
important
easy

close

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

A2

CEFR-level
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* extremely

words
high Al
dangerous A2
bad Al
important Al
essential B1

useful A2

CEFR-level

 highly

words
likely
possible
dangerous
important
competitive

successful

Bl

Al

A2

Al

B2

Bl

CEFR-level
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o 7 4 AKX LIEFIFEH (31 edition) : “The intensifier very does not

modify adjectives that include the meaning of very in themselves, such

as awful, great, wonderful, and so on”.

>ICNALEDFEE T — Z (B W T ldvery wonderful, very terrible
D & 2 BB BID I 5 ATz (very terriblelZB8 L TI3211451)
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» 58 & BlZAveryldnon-gradable adjectives (FEEXFERIFLREA) & (ZEM
L 78U\ Quirk et al. (1985) : “most adjectives are gradable” but

some of them, such as right or perfect are not.

»ICNALEDFEZE T — Xl dvery right*>very wrong® £ 5 721
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e Semantic prosody : totally DIHE

> — 7 AEMEEBICE WTIE, fotaly D FERFAZ B8R L T U
BHIXDHFTIEIULEDOFERAD AT 14 7 HBREZFOER
A, LAL., ZOMEEICOWTRRIASAIE L L, ZDfIX
N, REBFEE SotalyD 3 HT 14 TR BRAEFTORRE &
HELPTWEWS ZENHERTZ S DD,



5. AEMAIEADRZ

« LIED &5 TR D R 2

> 58 = BIF7° Z Dcollocation &2 Fsemantic prosody (CBE T 2 [EH A,
INUERETOIREC, HEDOERICERY Ao d & IER

BZITIE > TLEDRIBEEAL S 5,



 FEENEFEOREERIFZBEEMERL TL X O REIC

2 G

O mERlFEERATzHAGbE LIBT3 Y DEN

2 2= &5 Dsemantic prosody (EFRAIMER]) DIE L

OR: -l HELCTWERADEEL NI)LDRE

9



:l:_
6- ‘A [

)

« FEENREDRZEFAZzBRMBEMERAL TLE D EZRRA

O FEEMNMERIT 2BERFAEFERAODIOT —> 3 »H, REE
BEECENLS, b LLIF, BFEE OO T - 3 v WO IR
ZDOHLDIZTHF Y FEHTL> TR,

@ very¥so®D £ D BFEENBREEH L LT VEERFEIZ. FEED
FEEBOVRRICEE T SRALHEHEL YTV, TDOBER. £
O L7cmEEFz@EERAL TLE D,



6. #5Em

« ABERVRIE A~ DR

PRBEIFAICIZICTADBENH S Z &0, BIFXUTH VLTI,
FALHEBZRVRLEBLAVLWAPRWT & ZRT,

TlE. 25 L1cB@BalAz DL IV ITT
% DN

>Mﬁ£5@ﬁ%@ﬁ®%£ﬂ%?%$U%ﬁ%ﬁ%%\HD
= avIlE A EERDIERDETRDSBE,




7. kel

« ERER Y IC K B reryD R RRBIFEAPIN T NIZERZ L H DD
g’c X W h, ENIFEBEFEROBERICEE XS L TWS
W2 DDhH,

anji

cEBEZ (a0 — /5/%®;ﬂuiﬁbblﬁ%ﬂﬂ%@ﬁﬁ
HBZ I >TCLEY>AIEELDH S,

« ICNALEOZRAEXX D b EY ZICK BEEZ & £ THRTE 7
75\



