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Using a reading text
Teach English 5

YUKIO TONO (TUFS)
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Read the first 
part of the text 
silently.

Now follow while 
the trainer reads.

Which technique 
makes it easier to 
understand the 
text?

Workbook activity 1: Demo 1

T: Today we will read about how fossils are formed. Do you know the word 
‘fossile’?
Ss: No.

T: It’s “��” in Japanese. Plants or animals will “become fossilized”. ���
��. OK? Now listen to this question. 

Only very few animal remains become fossils. Why?

OK. Look at the first part of the text in the Teacher’s Workbook. I will give 

you a few minutes. So please read it silently and find the answer to the 
guiding question.  

Comparing Dem o 1 and Dem o 2

• Understanding the text:
• ��2*&6;��2UOZ\8IAB�
��L�I@B)60	�2�0
• Silent reading <B��B$�AV\S<&F-K1G?4JC#H'6�7 �
L&FI.à���%@B,&A�2��2+0.

• Developing reading ability:
• ��:4ID3$�?X\TN[RA�B-$�<,&6;��L=I5=</I.
5ASPYL��@6?0=04?0.

• Control of the class:
• ��BQWSL!�6;0I�728IA<*&L�E
• 616
(@->J94��LUOZ\6;�"@&M<0I1B�;@?G?0.
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Activities before reading

•�	�
�������Pre-reading activities�

p p re se n tin g  n e w  w o rd s

p g iv in g  a  b rie f in tro d u ctio n  to  th e  text

p g iv in g  o n e  o r tw o  ‘g u id in g ’ q u e stio n s (o ra lly  o r o n  th e  

b o a rd ) fo r stu d e n ts  to  th in k  a b o u t a s  th e y  re a d .
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Presenting new vocabulary

• ����
��
��������
�����	�

Ex) The children were bleebing all over the playground.

• It  is  a  ve rb  (fro m  th e  fo rm ).
• It  invo lve s m o ve m e n t.
• It  is  so m e th in g  ch ild re n  d o, e .g . p lay in g  o r ru n n in g .
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Introducing the text

• 
�!� "�!$#�����%introduce the theme of the text&

• To help students in their reading'���
�����

• To increase their interest'���	��������
à 
��

�����������

Introducing the text (1): a simple sentence

T: We are going to read about fossils. The text tells us how animals and 
plants become fossils.

�����������

Introducing the text (2): have discussion

T: Do you know how fossils are formed?
Where do they come from?
Have you ever seen a fossil?
What was it like?

• 	� ��%�"!#���������
• �����#������
��%����)+(&*'�
��$
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Guiding questions

• To give students a reason to read:
• �	1�5��@��;�!:
• ��!;�*8 1�5� → information gap ;�6:2/�)

àReading 2 function 2A,

• To lead (guide) the students towards the main points of the textB
• �
;,"52;�&:8 0�><?=3''�/� ��;*:

• Guiding questions 3+�-� main points 1�(-.�����6

2�!#.$��
�7�49�%0��#��

Good vs bad guiding questions

• GOOD

• Very few animals remains 
become fossils. Why?

• What kind of fossils are found in 
caves?

• How do animals become fossils?

• BAD

• What is a fossil? (��
��)
• What are hyenas? (1�����	�
• Where did the volcano erupt?

��
���

• Why did the site near Lake Victoria 
contain such well-preserved fossils?

(����
��

Purposes of using texts in English classes

•Developing reading comprehension

- (#%) 
��+'&,$ ���� -�
��� ���.

•Learning new language

- (#%) 
��������	����*!,"%�����
	� ��

A series of comprehension questions

T: Do most animals become fossilised? Ss: No, very few.
Do most fossils get discovered? Ss: No, very few.
An animal or plant die. What’s left? Ss: the remains.
Will the remains become a fossil? Ss: Not always.
What has to happen? Ss: It has to be buried.
If it isn’t buried, what happens? Ss: It’s destroyed.
What destroys it? Ss: animals, insects, 

the sun, rain, etc.
What do insects do? Ss: They eat the flesh of animals
What are scavengers? Can you guess? Ss: animals like hyenas.

.)+/'���	���#��"�������#,(-*'��#�
���
→ ���&� ��.)+/'��"��
�!���#$% %����&
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@, comprehension check Qs 8<K

• Short, simple questions: break down the meaning of the text and 
make it easier to understand
GEFH;��C� 26'� 2?4026+1B&	

• Ss should only be required to give short answers
��<�,�-7@,()���#*.�7!$;��7<9,

• Ss should keep their books open. 
�"7<90'&	C�,6GEFHC%=�25A4BFEJ>�
�

• It is always a good idea for the teacher to ask his or her own Qs
��;&	'��;��:�36&	;��C
-5A7/B

����
;&	<�7ID7�#25A>7/B

Follow-up activities

• If texts are fairly short and simple, and contain language which is 
useful for students to produce as well as understand, they can be 
used as a basis for the students.

• Post-reading activities ���	�
����������
�����	�����	
�

Follow-up activities
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Follow-up activities #-)1

• 35/(4+#.52 à .52'$!"���
��

discussion questions
role play

• .*,0#�"���&��%�	"�
����
à .*,0#�	��'�"������!���� ����

reproducing the text
gap-filling

��6 Teaching Plan 5	'0

•+@+@��$����1��*>MFEN6��
24>���2MFENA�:8)<#!

•MFEN73.=1;""1*P
• P-P-P  1�
�MJL6KOHBND4)6MFEN

• P-P-R -P  1�
�����6KOHBND�
6MFEN
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