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1 Introduction

A. Imagine you hear these conversations in real life. What might the situation be?
Why is the person asking these questions?

@w'; Hana doing ?j x Ean you type /erfm!]
Shes doing /ierhomewo/fz x '

1

'{wmr is there in the room ? )

Theres a table and fwo chairs,
and a single bed /)




Features of real communication

* In all the conversations, the two people are genuinely exchanging

information.

- The person has a ‘communicative need.

* Although this is not the only reason why people communicate in real life,

it is one of the main reasons; very often we talk in order to tell people

things they do not know, or to find things out from other people.
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B. Imagine students in a class are asking and answering questions about this
picture. What might they say? Why are they asking these questions?

Possible questions

* What kind of room is it?
* Is there a cupboard in the room?
* How many chairs are there?

* Where’s the desk?

Ans: a bedroom
Ans: Yes, there is.

Ans: Two.

Ans: By the window.

Compare A and B

* In part B, the students are asking and answering questions, but they are
not genuinely exchanging information.
* The students are using similar language to the people in the ‘real life’

conversation, but the purpose of the questions is quite different — it is

simply to practise language.




Creating a ‘communicative need’

* The activity would become more interesting if we could create a reason for

asking questions.

* We can do this by hiding the information, either from all the students or from
some students, so that there is something they need to find out.
- This is sometimes called an ‘information gap’ — one person has

information which another does not have, so there is a need to communicate.

2019/5/22

Three kinds of information gap activities

1. Guessing games
2. Information gap exercises for pairwork

3. Activities in which students exchange personal information

Guessing games

A. Guess the picture

The teacher has a set of flashcards with simple pict
ures

places, actions). He or she chooses on
e ca
They must guess what it is by asking questirgr;s u; g ?es

T: Guess how [ went to X_

Ss: Did you go by car? ‘
Did you go by bus? & @
Did you walk? ~ _

~ R

(e.g. clothes, food,
not show it to the class,
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B. Guess the sentence C. Mime

The teacher writes a sentence on a pi
piece of paper or card. He or she does
show the sentence, but writes the basic structure on theboard, e.g.: et
I went (somewhere) to (do something).

Students must guess the exact sentence by asking questions, e.g.:

Did you go to the park?

‘Did you go to school? lwent ko the macket Lo Loy, v ebalbol
Did you go to the stadium? e L o ebles |
Did you play football? e o
efc. [[wert to the dhodiom o waldh o fookboll makch |

The teacher calls a student to the front and secretly gives her a sentence
written on a piece of paper, which describes a simple activity. The student
mimes the activity. The other students try to guess the situation.

 can o;l = You are manding & M__I

—
r\bo are mending o ?me.ku«wj

10e openng

Wou ore <.\\M3'u\5 o L\e\nl: bulb. l

Organising guessing games

: o ?
Here are two ways of organising guessing games in class. Which doyou think s better? Why?

No she

Did you go dian’

by bus

2. 2£2222

L___”—/‘J 91

Did She 90
‘ bybus?

h
h

b

Other guessing games

* Famous people:

* One student pretends to be a
famous person who is known to the
others. They try to guess who the
person is.

¢ Are you alive or dead?

* Are you Japanese?

* Are you a teacher?
etc.

* What and where?:

* The teacher sends two students out
of the room. The other students
hide an object. The two students
come back and guess what the
object is and where it is hidden.

¢ Is it made of wood?

¢ Is it a pencil?

¢ Is it on this side of the room?

¢ Is it high or low?
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Information gap exercises

The same worksheet, but different tasks

HEEL

TEEL

BLANKS ASKING




Changing target structures

A: Have you got any tea?

B: Yes, I have.

A: How much does it cost?

A: 50 pence a packet.

A: Can/Could I have ...?
B: Yes, here is ...
A: T'd like ...
B: We have ...
A:Can I try .7
A: How much is ...?

A: How many packets?
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e ind ten important differences.

an Ak =

Advantages and problems

* They provide intensive and interesting language
Ppractice.

* Although the exetcises are quite controlled and
use simple language, the students are really
exchanging information and using language

communicatively.

They can easily be done in a small class.

* In alarge class, there are the following problems:

*  Preparation: for a class of 40, the teacher would

have to make 20 copies of each half of the

exercise.

*  Organisation: the teacher would have to distribute

40 pieces of paper, make sure students in each

pair get different parts of the exercise.

Exchanging personal information

Get up?
Breakfast?
School?
Evening?

Go out?

Work in pairs.
Ask your partner questions

about his or her daily routine.

@

Think of another activity like
this, using a grid.

Choose a topic that students
would find interesting,




