3.9. Proficiency levels and achievement grades
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An can be made
between the definition of levels of proficiency, as in a scale of

Common Reference Levels, and the assessment of
degrees of achievement in relation to an objective at one
particular level.
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A proficiency scale, like the Common Reference Levels,
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It may cover the , Or it
may relevant to the sector or

institution concerned.
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Being assessed as may represent a

for one learner (assessed as Level B1 only
previously), but for another (already
assessed as Level B2 previously).
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Proficiency
Scale

Exam ‘Y’ Grades

5 (DISTINCTION)
4 (CREDIT)

Examination
oy 3 (PASS)

2(FAIL)
1

Figure 7



A particular objective may be situated at a certain level. In Figure
7,
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There may be other examinations aimed at different levels, and
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Such a grading scale may be
marked papers — typically
and —and/or may be
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Examination ‘Y’ may be part of a suite of examinations ‘X’, ‘Y’ and
‘Z’. Each examination may well have a grading scale in a similar
style.

AERTYFEAEBRI XY ZJ =& BL NG, EORHERTERLRAZAILTERASNT
AN

But it is obvious that a Grade 4 in Examination X does not mean
the same thing as a Grade 4 in Examination Y in terms of
proficiency in the language.
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If Examinations ‘X’, ‘Y’, and ‘Z’ have all been ,
then , over a period of time, to establish the relationship between
the grades on one examination in the series with the grades on the others. This can be
achieved through a process of pooling expertise, analysing specifications, comparing
official samples and scaling candidates’ results.
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It is possible to establish the relationship
in this way because examinations have, by definition, a standard and a group of
trained assessors capable of interpreting that standard.
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Itis , provide examples
which operationalise the standards, and then scale them.
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Assessment of achievement in schools in many countries is through achievement
grades (notes, Noten), sometimes 1-6, with 4 as the Pass, norm or ‘satisfactory’ grade.
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What is meant by the

’
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The nature of the relationship between and is
the as that between and
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But the issue by the fact that there will be a

ZHEGEENTFET DL, SOITHEMITLED,

This is because, apart from and

, each school year in
each type of school in each educationally distinct region will naturally constitute a
different standard.
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Nevertheless, it is between the
range of standards in use in a particular sector and proficiency levels. This can be

achieved through a as the following.
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Standard definitions can be provided for different grades of achievement of the same
objective.
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Teachers can be asked to profile average achievement onto an existing
proficiency scale or grid such as Table 1 and Table 2.
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Representative samples of performance can be collected and calibrated to
a scale in joint rating sessions. Teachers can be asked to rate previously
standardised videos with the grades they normally give their students.
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