1 Reading a text

1. Read the first part of the text silently.

How to get preserved as a fossil

Unfortunately the chances of any animal becoming a fossil are not
very great, and the chances of a fossil then being discovered many
thousands of years later are even less. It is not surprising that of all the
millions of animals that have lived in the past, we actually have fossils
of only a very few.

There are several ways in which animals and plants may become
fossilised. First, it is essential that the remains are buried, as dead
animals and plants are quickly destroyed if they remain exposed to the
air. Plants rot, while scavengers, such as insects and hyenas, eat the
flesh and bones of animals. Finally, the few remaining bones soon
disintegrate in the hot sun and pouring rain. If buried in suitable
conditions, however, animal and plant remains will be preserved. The
same chemicals which change sand and silt into hard rock will also
enter the animal and plant remains and make them hard too. When
this happens we say that they have become fossilised. Usually only the
bones of an animal and the toughest part of a plant are preserved.

2. Now follow while the trainer reads.

The soft body parts of an animal or the fine fibres of a leaf may
occasionally become fossilised, but they must be buried quickly for this
to happen. This may sometimes occur with river and lake sediments
but is much more likely to happen with volcanic ash. One site near
Lake Victoria, where my parents worked, contained many thousands
of beautifully preserved insects, spiders, seeds, twigs, roots and leaves.
A nearby volcano must have erupted very suddenly, bunying
- everything in a layer of ash. The insects had no time to esca,pe before
they were smothered. v C
Caves are another site where fossils are easily formed, and luckily
our ancestors left many clues in caves which made convenient shelters
and homes. Things that people brought in as food or tools were left on

the cave floor, and they were buried by mud, sand and other debris
washed in by rivers and rain,.

(from Human Origins: R. Leakey)
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