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Importing Cool Japan
#IE3E : Daniel Otto (VIZ Media Switzerland /VIZ 25 4 7 A A R)
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Animation/anime and manga, in other words popular culture, are among the main factors of
Japan’s soft power approach. In his talk, Daniel Otto, Vice President Acquisitions and Sales at
the biggest anime and manga distributor in Europe, Viz Media, gave a historical review of
anime’s entry and meteoric rise into European markets as part of ‘Cool Japan’, and also shared
various interesting anecdotes from his long career in film import and programming in Europe,
with a focus on Germany. Toei Doga’s first productions, such as Hakujaden (1958) explicitly
aimed at opening international markets for anime. Yet, divergent perceptions of anime as
directed at children initially led to a clash in expectations and audience reaction, for instance
regarding violent or explicit scenes. As for the Germany market, co-productions or productions
on commission provided a feasible way, and one of the most surprising insights gained for the
international attendees was that classical anime, such as Chiisana baikingu bikke (1972),
Arupusu no shojo Heiji (1974), Mitsubachi maya no boken (1976), or Nirusu no fushigina tabi
(1979) were actually Japanese (which surprised our European students who grew up watching
them), and would not have been possible without German ideas or money (a fact previously
unknown to many Japanese audiences). VHS, the rise of digital and the demise of packaged
media subsequently changed the markets until the recent consolidation of the international
anime business with and without Japanese financial backing. Insightful comments by Dr. Tom
Mes, a specialist in Japanese film and media from Leiden University (Netherlands) and
questions from the audience concluded this thought-provoking lecture, combining industrial and
academic viewpoints, about popular culture as a transnational business, a soft power, and a
medium that crosses borders and connects people.
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