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The Consortium for Asian and African Studies (CAAS) launched
Agreement Signed by Five Higher Educational Institutions to Lead Asian and African Studies
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On March 7, the inauguration ceremony for the Consortium for Asian and African Stud-
ies (CAAS) and the commemorative symposium “Endangered Languages and Cultures
of Asia and Africa” were held at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (TUFS), Japan.
All the five founding member institutions of the Consortium participated in the events
~ they are:

- Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales (INALCO}, France;

- Leiden University, the Netherlands;

- Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences (FASS), National University of Singapore (NUS),
Singapore;

- The School of Oriental and African Studies, London University (SOAS), U.K,;

- Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (TUFS). Japan.

After the opening speech by TUFS President lkehata, Prof. Miyazaki, TUFS Vice-Presi-
dent and Director of Office for International Academic Strategy (OFIAS-TUFS) outlined
the missions and the goals of the Consortium. He then introduced TUFS, and Prof. Oht-
suka, Director of Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa (IL-
CAA) briefed on his institution. Then Prof. Legrand (President of INALCQ), Prof. Dr. Booij
(Dean of Faculty of Arts, Leiden University), Prof. Tan (Dean of Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences, NUS), and Prof. Croll (Vice-Principal of the SOAS) introduced their institutions
and presented proposals for the Consortium, followed by the signing ceremony.

The afternoon symposium “Endangered Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa”
featured Prof. Legrand from INALCO, Prof. Dr. Mous from Leiden University, Prof. Austin
from SOAS, and Prof. Bhaskararao from TUFS who introduced their approaches toward
the issue, and presented projects related to endangered languages and cultures at their
respective institutions. The symposium attracted a large audience of academics and stu-
dents inside and outside TUFS, who enjoyed enthusiastic discussions.

On the following day, March 8, the representatives of the five founding institutions
held activity meeting to discuss prospective joint projects.

Based on the international strategy adopted by TUFS, Office for International Aca-
demic Strategy (OFIAS-TUFS) proposed and actively coordinated the formation of this
Consortium, which is to facilitate multilateral collaborations among leading universities
in the Asian and African studies worldwide in order to cover the highly diverse cultures
in the regions. Through this new international coalition framework, the five institutions
with long tradition and high professionalism in the fields would take advantage of their
synergy, and aim to explore new frontiers.
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Welcome and opening remarks

Setsuho lkehata, President of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

#i & FE ORI
RRAEEARER HESEH

Good morning, ladies and gentleman. Thank you for attending this inauguration cer-
emony for the Consortium for Asian and African Studies.

The Consortium consists of five major universities and institutions which have excel-
lent staff and are held in high esteem in Asian and African studies. They are the Institut
National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales de Paris (INALCO), Leiden University,
the National University of Singapore (NUS), the School of Oriental and African Studies
(SOAS), and the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (TUFS).

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the directors and the authorities of
INALCO, Leiden University, NUS, and SOAS who have accepted our invitation to this
Consortium. My special gratitude goes to Professor Legrand, President of INALCO, Pro-
fessor Booij, Dean of the Faculty of Arts at Leiden University, Professor Tan, Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at NUS, and Professor Croll, Vice-President of
SOAS, for representing their institutions and attending the inauguration ceremony. Fi-
nally | would like to extend my gratitude to the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Technology and Science (MEXT) for its financial support through the Strategic
Fund for Establishing International Headquarters in Universities.

There are two main reasons why we emphasize the importance of the Asian and Af-
rican studies. Like several other countries, Asian and African countries have been facing
the challenge of globalization sometimes with acceptance and sometimes with resis-
tance. These regions have acquired growing importance as key players, because they are
striving to overcome conflicts, wars, and disasters, which can easily spread their effects
on the daily life of all the people on the earth. It is our task as humans to seek ways of
addressing these issues and trying to solve these problems.

On the other hand, we must appreciate the cultural values of Asia and Africa, and
be responsible to preserve and hand down that heritage to later generations. Asia and
Africa have been great springs of civilization and culture throughout human history. The
first homo sapiens appeared in Africa, and most of the great ancient civilizations devel-
oped in Asia and Africa. Nobedy would doubt that Asia and Africa have been among the
greatest contributors to human civilization. Under the process of globalization, however,
Asian and African societies have been subjected to change, and some precious cultural
heritages are now endangered and on the brink of vanishing. We need to appreciate the
cultural values of Asia and Africa and their diversity, preserve, and hand down that herl-
tage to our descendants. Good examples of the efforts will be presented in the afternoon
symposium "“Endangered Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa.”

The Consortium aims at the formation not only of individual but also institutional net-
works of Asian and African studies in order to promote studies on a long-lasting basis,
present activities in this field with a more vivid image, and create more opportunities to
secure better funding. | say this, because unfortunately, studies of Asia and Africa still
occupy a relatively minor position in academic world. Even though we have many excel-
lent scholars in the field of Asian and African studies, they are often dispersed in different
faculties and centers and have exerted little influence in maintaining their intellectual
tradition and launching new research projects. This Consortium was proposed in order to
strengthen their mutual ties and collaborate on the advancement of research and training
of younger scholars. Exchange between students and researchers, organization of joint
academic and scientific activities, and development of collaborative research projects
among the member institutions are some of the main objectives of this Consortium.

Developments in computer technology and the Internet have allowed us to communi-
cate more easily than ever before on a worldwide scale. Though we are separated geo-
graphically, we will enjoy the merits of globalization and carry on cooperative research
and projects together.

Through this Consortium as a forum, researchers of Asian and African studies in Japan
would contribute more to the international academic community through publication of
the results of their studies in English as well as in other common languages. Japan itself
is located in East Asia, and has a very long tradition of Asian, especially Chinese stud-
ies. Here a considerable number of researchers are working on various topics of Asian
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and African studies, and the level of research has come up to the international standard.
Yet since most of their studies are traditionally addressed to the academic community
inside Japan, they are mostly reported in Japanese language only. We hope Japanese
researchers would take advantage of this Consortium and disseminate their research to
the international community and promote exchange of ideas.

For Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, this Censortium is critically important be-
cause Asian and African studies occupy a pivotal position at our university. Among the
twenty-six major languages taught at TUFS, seventeen are Asian languages. Not only
Asian languages but also Asian history, literature and culture are taught at the Faculty of
Foreign Studies and the Graduate School of Area and Culture Studies. Two other insti-
tutions belonging to TUFS are also related to Asian and African studies. The Japanese
Language Centre for International Students (JLC-TUFS) at TUFS has made the university
a well-known centre for Japanese language training and research on Japanese language
teaching methods.

Last but not least, TUFS boasts its Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of
Asia and Africa (ILCAA), the institute we are now in. ILCAA is an inter-university institu-
tion with forty full-time faculty who lead studies in linguistics, cultural anthropology, and
the history of Asia and Africa. Over the last 34 years ILCAA conducted intensive summer
courses on various languages including 12 African languages and 40 Asian Languages.
I myself worked at the ILCAA for twenty years before becoming the president of the
university. Also as a specialist in the modern history of the Philippines, | expect much
from the Consortium, and am looking forward to its future success. It is quite natural for
TUFS to propose this Consortium for Asian and African Studies as part of its international
academic strategy, which is authorized by MEXT.

Ladies and gentleman, | would like to thank you all again for attending this ceremony to
mark the inauguration of the Consortium for Asian and African Studies. | sincerely hope
we will be close colleagues in working to establish a strong academic relationship among
the consortium member institutions and to take an important step in leading Asian and
African studies throughout the world.

Thank you very much.
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Program

Inauguration of the Consortium for Asian and African Studies (CAAS)
10:00-12:00 Wednesday, March 7, 2007

PYF - FT7VARMABEIL /=T LRIN
2007%3A78 (K) 10:00~12:00

Venue: Large Conference Room, Research Institute for Languages and Cultures
of Asia and Africa (ILCAA), Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (TUFS)

LB HKRAEEAE FIV7 - -F7UHEBNILHAARIHEAIMRE

Organized by Office for Intemational Academic Strategy (OFIAS), Tokyo Univer-
sity of Foreign Studies (TUFS)

Ml R HHE R A S E PR T B A D

Facilitator Assoc. Prof. Kondo, ILCAA, TUFS

10:00~10:15

10:156~10:30

10:30~10:35

10:35~10:45

10:45~11:00

11:00~11:15

11:15~11:30

11:30~11:45

11:45~12:00
12:00~14:00

Welcome

Dr. Setsuho lkehata, President of TUFS

Briefing on the Consortium concept

Dr. Koji Miyazaki, Vice-President of TUFS and Director of OFIAS
Introduction of the Member Institutions 1: Tokyo University of For-
eign Studies (TUFS) Part 1

Dr. Koji Miyazaki, Vice-President of TUFS and Director of OFIAS

Part 2 Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and
Africa (ILCAA)

Prof. Kazuo Ohtsuka, Director of ILCAA, TUFS

Introduction of the Member Institutions 2: Institut National des
Langues et Civilisations Orientales {INALCO)

Prof. Jacques Legrand, President of INALCO

Introduction of the Member Institutions 3: Leiden University

Prof. Dr. Geert E. Booij, Dean of Faculty of Arts, Leiden University
Introduction of the Member Institutions 4: Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences (FASS), National University of Singapore (NUS)

Prof. Tan Tai-Yong, Dean of FASS, NUS

Introduction of the Member Institutions 5: School of Oriental and
African Studies {SOAS)

Prof. Elisabeth Croll, Vice-Principal, SOAS

Inauguration Ceremony

Lunch

Commemorative Symposium on
Endangered Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa
14:00-17:00 Wednesday, March 7, 2007

PP -F7VARARBET A/ - PLEBAREBE KR II L
2007%3A7H (k) 14:00~17:00

14:00~17:00

Commemorative Symposium
Theme: Endangered Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa
Chair Prof. Peri Bhaskararao, ILCAA, TUFS
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14:.00~14:15 Opening Address
Prof. Peri Bhaskararao, ILCAA, TUFS

14:15~14:45 Presentation 1: “Endangered Languages, A Many-Sided Notion: His-
tory and Experience of INALCO, the Case of Mongolian Languages”
Prof. Jacques Legrand, INALCO

14:45~15:15 Presentation 2: "Documentation of Endangered Languages: Experi-
ences from Leiden"
Prof. Martinus Mous, Leiden University

16:15~15:30 Tea Break

15:30~16:00 Presentation 3: “Training for Documentation of Endangered Lan-
guages: the SOAS Experience”
Prof. Peter K. Austin, SOAS

16:00~16:30 Presentation 4 - Part 1: “Endangered Language Studies at TUFS"
Part 2: “Endangerment of Language and Culture: A Case of the Todas
of South India”
Prof. Peri Bhaskararao, ILCAA, TUFS

16:30~17:00 Summarization and closing address
Prof. Peter K. Austin, SOAS

17:30~ Reception (Dining Hall, 1st Floor, University Center)

1

([Endangered Languages and Cultures of Asia
and Africal)
FrTer =Vl - N—-ZAHTFF7—F RRHNEE
R$ FIT - 77 HEENRRANBR
14:00~14:15 ¥
~—1) - N—ZAHFF—7F (ILCAA, TUFS)
14:15~14:45 #3% 1 Presentation 1 : “Endangered Languages,
A Many-Sided Notion: History and Experience of
INALCO, the Case of Mongolian Languages”
Prof. Jacques Legrand (INALCO)
14:45~15:15 % 2 : “Documentation of Endangered
Languages: Experiences from Leiden”
Prof. Dr. Martinus Mous (5 41 5 >X%)
16:16~156:30 F1—FL 1Y
165:30~16:00 $¥&%£ 3 : “Training for Documentation of
Endangered Languages: the SOAS Experience”
Prof. Peter K. Austin (SOAS)
16:00~16:30 $&F*4 : /3= b 1 “Endangered Language studies
at TUFS”
N— bk 2 : “Endangerment of Language and
Culture: A Case of the Todas of South India”
~=1) « N=2HhFF—F (ILCAA. TUFS)
16:30~17:00 #WIFERUEHAESOBRE
Prof. Peter K. Austin (SOAS)

17:30~ LeEFvary (KESEIBER—I - F1=27)

AGREEMENT FOR FORMATION OF CONSORTIUM FOR ASIAN AND AFRICAN

STUDIES
FPIF -FT7UNRREETAV ) - T LRAWKE

Preamble

While Asia and Africa have acquired growing importance as key-players in the era of
globalization, studies of Asia and Africa still occupy relatively minor position in the fields
of academic studies which has been predominated by Science and Technology. Even
though we have many excellent scholars in the field of Asian and African studies, they
are often dispersed in different faculties and centers and have exerted little power in
maintaining their intellectual tradition and launching new research projects. To break a
trail through this adversity and to contribute to the better understanding of diversity of
human cultures and societies, institutions with long tradition of Asian and African studies
need to strengthen their mutual ties and collaborate on advancement of researches and
training of younger researchers.

Formation of the Consortium:

Recognizing the mutual benefits to be gained through such a cooperative program pro-
moting scholarly activities and international understanding, the signatories to this Agree-
ment hereby form a consortium and agree to the following:

Objectives of the Consortium:

Activities which are carried out under this Agreement will focus on the area of Asian
and African Studies. The objectives of this Agreement shall include, but not be limited
to, the following:

a) exchange of faculty members and researchers;
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b) exchange of students;

¢) organization of joint academic and scientific activities, such as conferences, semi-’

nars, symposia or lectures;
d) development of collaborative research projects;
e} joint efforts to train researchers of younger generation;
f) exchange of publications and information.

Implementation

—_

. Coordinators: In order to carry out and fulfill these objectives, the Consortium mem-
bers shall each appoint a coordinator who shall manage the development and conduct
of joint activities.

2. Website: In order to exchange academic information, the Consortium creates a web-

site, and provides the information on members' activities and lists of publication

through it.

w

Exchange of Faculty and Students: The terms of exchange of faculty and students shall
be mutually discussed and agreed upon in written form by the concerned members
prior to the initiation of that activity. Unless otherwise agreed upon, the host university
shall not bear any financial responsibility for visiting faculty or students.

4. Facilities: The Consortium members shall provide as much facility as possible to visi-
tors from other Consortium members.

Duration, Addition and Withdrawal

This Agreement shall become effective on the date that it is signed by the Consortium
members and shall be valid for a period of five years and may be revised or extended by
mutual consent.
The signatories to this Agreement are the Initial Members of this Consortium. Institu-
tions other than the Initial Members may be admitted to the Consortium upen the ap-
proval by all the current members of the Consortium.

A Consortium member may withdraw from the membership at any time by giving a
written notice of its intention at least six months prior to withdrawal.

Done at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan, this seventh day of March, two
thousand and seven.

//”ftpj—_

Institut National des Langués et Civilisations Orientales (France)
Président: Jacques Legrand

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (Japan)
President: Setsuho Ikehata

lrd

ol
Leigéntiniversity etherlands)
Dean, Facy 1ts: Geert E. Booij

Tlown

Faculty of Axts and Social SCiences, National University of Singapore (Singapore)
Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences: Tan Tai Yong

The School of Oficntal and African Studies (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
Vice-Principal: Elisabeth Croll
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Global Campus Program in the field of Peace and Conflict Studies(PCS Global

Campus)

Launch of Preliminary talks with Five Universities for Joint Online Courses
PCS7O—/\b -+ /82 HEREREICHT 3 5K5%E OEHBM %%

TUFS has launched the PCS Global Campus Program [Global Campus] since April
2006 within its Graduate School of Area and Culture Studies. The Global Campus is an
extended arm of the Peace & Conflict Studies [PCS] program, established based on a
strong interest in creating a bridge between fields with academia.

Global Campus is a three-year program funded by the MEXT under the support scheme
named the Internationalization of University Education {Overseas Advanced Strategic
Linkage Support Program). It intends to foster experts in the PCS field through strength-
ening academic ties globally.

There are three underlying objectives that Global Campus upholds: {1) systematizing a
sustainable mechanism for the implementation of joint online lectures and field training,
(2} encouraging exchange activities and research collaboration among participating facul-
ties and institutions, and (3) building cooperative networks connecting various entities in
order to produce meaningful outcomes.

The main activities in FY 2006 were consultation with member candidate universi-

ties, pilot-broadcasting of joint lectures, establishment of the advisory committee, and
preparation of PCS-related database. In the summer of that year, TUFS faculties visited
six universities to conduct preliminary research on their courses and academic focuses
in the PCS field.
These universities were the Australian National University (ANU, Australia), the Kabul
University {Afghanistan), the Gadjah Mada University (Indonesia), the National University
of Mozambique {Mozambique), the Pannasastra University of Cambadia (Cambedia), and
the University of Peradeniya (Sri Lanka).

In early November of 2006, TUFS invited Prof. Muhadi Sugiono of Gadjah Mada Univer-
sity, Indonesia, for the purpose of carrying out pilot online lectures on “Peace Education
in the ASEAN Area.” The two-day lectures, in which Prof. Kenji Isezaki of TUFS also
participated, were transmitted to Indonesia through a video conferencing system.

Apart from the trial, Global Campus organized a one-week curriculum development
meeting in January 2007. Faculties of five universities in conflict-affected countries got
together at Tokyo, discussing time frame, structure, target participants, and outline for
the joint-online lectures. A round-table gathering with the advisory committee was held
during the meeting week. In the gathering, a number of invaluable ideas were raised
toward the program development.

In March 2007, Global Campus has completed consolidation of its infrastructure foun-
dation: introducing a video conferencing system at participating universities. Around the
same time, Global Campus has opened its own website containing database of PCS-
related research materials. Further development of Global Campus is expected in the
coming academic year.
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Office for International Academic Strategy (OFIAS-TUFS) Activities (Jan. — Mar. 2007)
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Jan9 TUFS Guideline on Agreement for Academic Exchange and Cooperation was
amended and announced.

Jan 11 The delegation for the Curriculum Development Meeting of the Global Campus
Program in the field of Peace and Conflict Studies paid a courtesy call OFIAS
director. (Delegation members (in alphabetical order): Prof. Wadir Safi, Kabul
University, Afghanistan; Dr. Trond Gilberg, Pannasastra University, Cambodia;
Prof. Muhadi Sugiono, Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia; A/Prof. Benigna
Zimba, Universidade Eduardo Mondlane, Mozambigue; Dr. Shahul H. Hasbullah,
University of Peladeniya, Sri Lanka)

Jan 11-29  OFIAS started the 1st recruitment of internship program and reviewed all
applications for the internship program.

Jan 11 15 delegation members from Cheju, Rep of Korea, via the Japan-Korea Cultural
Foundation visited TUFS President and OFIAS director.

Jan 24 H. E. Mr. Prak Sokhon, Secretary of State, Office of the Council of Ministers,
Cambedia visited TUFS students and scholars.

Jan 25 OFIAS held a forum for the teachers from Islamic boarding school (Pesantren)
in Indonesia with students from TUFS and 2 other universities at TUFS campus
and co-organized with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan.

Feb7 OFIAS held an orientation for the selected interns.

Feb 14 OFIAS held the 4th Brown Bag Forum {Presenters: Mr. Itaru Aritomo, National
Archives of Japan; Prof. Makoto Hachioshi, Afghanistan Project for Cultural Heri-
tages, TUFS; Prof. Toru Aoyama, Aceh Project for the Preservation of Cultural
Heritage, TUFS).

End Feb-End Mar OFIAS supported the procedures for 4 retiring visiting scholars.

Mar 1- Mid Mar  OFIAS supported arrival procedures for a new visiting scholar.

Mar 5 Prof. Jacques J.Y. Legrand, President of INALCO, France visited TUFS president
and OFIAS director.

Mar 7, 8 OFIAS held the Inauguration of the Consortium for Asia and African Stud-
ies {CAAS), Commemorative Symposium on Endangered Languages and Cul-
tures of Asia and Africa, and Activity Meeting for the CAAS. (6 Representatives
from 4 member institutions were invited as follows (in alphabetical order): Prof.
Jacques J. Y. Legrand, President of INALCO, France; Prof. Dr. Geert E. Booij,
Dean of Faculty of Arts, Leiden University, Netherland; Prof. Dr. Martinus P.
Mous, Professor of African Linguistics, Leiden University, Netherland; Prof. Tan
Tai-Yong, Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences (FASS), National University
of Singapore (NUS), Singapore; Prof. Elisabeth J. Croll, Vice-Principal (external
affairs), the School of Oriental and African Studies {SOAS), UK; Prof. Peter K.
Austin, Director, Endangered Languages Academic Programme, the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), UK)

Mar 20 OFIAS was interviewed by the monthly newspaper Kougaku Shimbun which is
covering news for international students and educators in Japan.
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Office for International Academic Strategy
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (OFIAS-TUFS)
3-11-1 Asahi-cho, Fuchu-shi, Tokyo 183-8534 Japan

Esk#EA WHAEBRARE
EPEHrnrE A (OFIAS-TUFS)
T183-8534 W AFRF b 4H A AT3-11-1

Tel: +81-(0)42-330-5931; Fax: +81-(0)42-330-5699; Email: ofias-office@tufs.ac.jp
URL: http:/fiwww.tufs.ac.jp/common/is/kenkyu/ofias-j.html

For more information, please contact the above.
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