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Tobecalledanameisoneofthefirstformsoflinguisticinjurythatonelearns.Butnot

allname-callingisinjurious.Beingcalledanameisalsooneoftheconditionsbywhich

asubjectisconstitutedinalanguage;・Doesthepoweroflanguagetoinjurefollow

fromitsinterpellativepower?Andhow,ifatall,linguisticagencyemergefromthis

sceneofenablingvulnerability?(JudithButler1997,2)

JudithButlerhasaddressedthatlanguageisthoughttobe・mostlyasagency・,inasense

thatspeechinauguratesbothlinguisticandbodilyinterpellationofasujbect.Thuslanguage

andphysicalexistencerecallpartlyintertwined,butunidenticalsubjectivity,through

・illocutioinary・and・perlocutionary・acts(seeButler1997,5);whensomeoneissubjectto

ahatespeech,s/heissubjugatedtothenegativesubjectposition.However,analternative

subjectivitycouldemergefrom ・amodeofresponse・oftheaddresee,bydivertingthe

negativeconnotationoftheutterancewithanunwittingretort,whichcomprisesthemixture

ofphysicalandlinguisticenactmentoftheaddressee(1998,2�5).Thatistosay,injurious

speechinvokesanalternativemeaning-creationinexcessoftheveryutterance,in-between

bodyandlanguage,aswellasin-betweenspeechanditseffects.ThisiswhatButlercalls

・linguisticvulnerability・(1997,2�3),whichinextricablylinkstothequestionofpower

relationsbetweenthespeakersintermsofrace,genderandclass.

Indeed,linguisticvulnerabilityalwaysoperatesoveracertainsenseofhistoricity,which

hasbeensharedandnurturedthroughtheconstantrepetitionoftheutterancebydistinct

speakersinsimilarcontexts(Butler1997,36).Inthatsense,aspeechactisalwayscitational,

asitcontextualizesfromotherpreviousspeeches,andthusitsrelevanceisleveredbythe

socialconvention.

Ifthatisthecase,howdoesinjuriousspeechproduceanalternativeagencybydiverting

fromitsassumed-meaning?Inwhatsense,doesthisalternateagencyinauguratein-between

linguisticandphysicalterrains?Then,howdoesitcounterthehistoricizedpowerrelations

embeddedwithintheinteractions?

Toanswerthesequestions,IwillexploreashortstorywrittenbyanIndonesianfemale
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authorwhousedtoworkinHongKongasamigrantdomesticworker(MDW),toelucidate

theliteraryagencyprojectedinit.Thisworkishighlyrelevanttoaddressmyquestions

above,inthesensethatitwaswrittenbyaMDWaboutMDWs,andthusitwasnarratedto

deliverthepoignantmessagetocountertheconventionalbiasesagainstthem.Toput

differently,thisworkischosenforitsuniquesettingthattheauthorandherprotagonist

interconnectedlyprojectalternativemeaningsofbeingafemalemaid,bypushingthe

boundaryofbeingfemalemaid.

Therefore,thisattemptinevitablyinvolvesthequestionofrepresentingSelfandtheOther;

afemalemaidwasseenasthesignof・inferiorOther・inIndonesianliterature,toidealize

theSelf-imagesofIndonesiaasurbanmaleelite.Inthatsense,interrogatinghow this

・inferiorOther・wasconstitutedandre-constitutedinthefieldwouldhelptoundothe

fantasizationoftheSelfbasedongender,classandrace/ethnicdivisions,asfound

throughoutthesociety.

Iwillframethediscussionsofthispaperasfollows:first,Iwillbrieflydelveintothe

backgroundoftheauthorandhow thisauthorshiphasattractedsocialattentionin

Indonesia.Second,Iwillelaborateonhowprominentliteraryworksproducedthebiases

aboutthem,astheprocessofhistoritizationofthefetishoffemalemaidintheFreudian

sense.Third,Iwillturntothetext1oftheshortstory,toindicatehowtheUncannyimages

offemalemaidworkedastheantithesistotheabovefetishoffemalemaid.Besides,the

MDW protagonist・seerieimageinthebeginninggraduallytransformedinthetext,asit

re-contextualizeheruncannyspeechastheexpressionofhersorrowandanguishfromher

subordination.Moreover,severalexploitativeincidentsthattheprotagonistandthe

narratorgoesthroughtogetherareexamined,bywhichtheydevelopthesenseofsolidarity.

However,intheend,theprotagonistagainrefutesthistemporalsolidarity.Iwillexplicate

onherfinalenigmaticdenialofhernameasYem,assuggestiveofherperlocutionary

agency,whichattempttoonceagainunsettleandexpandtheboundariesof・beingafemale

maid・.

1.MaybenotYem・thebackground

Todemonstratethestory・ssophisticateduseoflinguisticvulnerability,Iwillfirstoversee

thestoryitselfandlookintotheauthor・sbackgroundbasedonmediaarticlesandmyown

personalinterviewswiththeauthor,asithascriticalimplicationstoappreciatethiswork

sufficiently.

In2007,ashort-storywrittenbyafemaleauthorwhousedtoworkinHongKongasa

MDW wonanationalliteraryawardinIndonesia.Thestory,entitled・MaybenotYem・

writtenbyEtikJuwita,wasfirstpublishedinthemajorregionalnewspaperJawaPos,and

thennominatedfortheGoldenPenLiteraryAwardsintheyear,inwhichtheworkhaswon
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thefifthplaceintheshort-storysectionthatisfortheworkspublishedinthenationaland

majorregionalnewspapers.Juwita・snomination attracted socialattention forher

backgroundasaformerMDW.EtikJuwitaiscurrentlyinherlate20sandhasformerly

workedasaMDW inSingaporeandHongKong.Therefore,MaybenotYem・snoveltywas

perceivedfirstandforemostintermsofitsauthorshipandtheunusualchoiceoftopic,as

JuwitawasthefirstauthorwhowonthenationalliteraryprizeasaMDW,andthatit

located transnationalfemaledomestic-labormigration within theissueofwomen・s

oppressioninthelocalcuturetohavefemaledomesticworkers.Thus,MaybenotYem

(henceforthMNY)wasoneofpioneerworksamongtheIndonesianMDWs・publications

bothintermsofitsforeseeabilityandquality,amonganumberofpublicationsbyMDWs

releasedafterherwork.

SuchremarkableachievementofJuwitamusthavegivenstrongimpactsonthe

Indonesiansociety,asitapparentlywentagainstthenegativeimagesoffemalemaidthat

haslongbeensedimentedintheregion.Thetraditionofhavingfemaleservantshasalong

historyinJava,asthemajorregionsinIndonesia.ItwasoriginallyprevalentforJavanese

aristocratssincethecolonialperiodasastateofsocialprivilege,butovertime,the

professionhasgonebeyondaristocratfamilies,andhasprevailedeventomanyurban

(lower-)middleclasshouseholds(Locher-Scholten2000).Thishasinspiredanumberof

prominentmodernliteraryworksinthistheme.Asaresult,thelowlyimagesoffemale

maidsurvivedandpermeatedtothepeople・smindtothepresent,byfurtherincorporating

thelatestpopularityofwomen・stransnationalmigrantlaborasdomesticworkers.Inthat

sense,thisstoryemploysthemultiplestigmataofIndonesianwomenwhomigrateas

transnationaldomesticworkersasthemainmotive.

2.FetishoffemalemaidinIndonesianliterature

NegativeimagesoffemalemaidappearrecurrentlyinthemajorIndonesianliterary

works,andtheseworks,despitetheirartisticcontributions,mayhavefunctionedto

reinforcethestigmatizingconnotationsoffemalemaidintheguiseoffiction.Ineffect,the

fetishof・babu・isfoundinmanyoftheseworks,whichgenerallyappearedasthesymbols

ofsubordination,loweducation,materialismandseduction/promiscuity.Forexample,the

shortstorybytheprominentauthorPramoedyaAnantaToer,entitled・Inem・(1952),

portrayedthesubordinationofaruralfemalechild-maidwhowasforcedtomarryatthe

agenine.AnothershortstoryofToer,entitled・Flunky+Maid・(1963)illustratesthe

seductionandwillfulsubordinationofabeautifulEurasianmaidtoDutchmenforthesake

ofluxuriouslifeinthecolonialcontext.Meanwhile,aworkofLinusSuryadititled

・Pariyem・sConfession・(1981)narratedhow afemalemaidofruraloriginbecamethe

mistressofthesonofanaristocraticfamilywheresheworkedfor,byoutliningher
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enjoymentofsexualaffairsinastraightforwardmanner,whichwouldhavecontexualized

herasthesymbolofpromiscuity.Althoughitisundeniablethattheseworksgave

significantcontributionsasliteraryworks,theyhavealsohelpedtoconstitutethefetish,or

・thenegativehistoricity・offemalemaidincompoundofgender,raceandclass.Beit

directlyorotherwise,suchnegativeconnotationsdeeplypermeatedtothereaders・mind,as

thestateofhistoricityofthefetishoffemalemaid.

MNYstrategicallyemployssuchnegativehistoricityoffemalemaid,byeffectively

narratingcontrastingimageswiththem.MNYpresentstheprotagonistoffemalemaid

namedYem,whichisperhapsshortofPariyem,asatypicalnameforruralwomenfrom

lowersocio-economicbackground.Besides,itinvokesanotherassumptionthatthiskindof

womanwouldhavetypicallytimidandsubmissiveattitudestoothersduetolimited

socializationandeducationopportunities.Bynamingtheprotagonistandpresentingheras

atypicalfemalemaid,thetexttacticallyconstructsthebasistopresentanalternative.

3.Uprootingthefetishoffemalemaid:astheuncannyandderogatingmother

MNYpresentsthetwofemalemaidsasthemaincharacters;oneisYem,whousedto

workintheMiddleEastandgoinghomepermanently,andanotheris・I・,orthenarrator,

whoisalsogoingbacktoIndonesiafrom herworkplaceSingaporeforholidays.These

womenmeetastakingthesamelongdistanceshuttleserviceontheirwayhomefromthe

airport.DespiteYem・ssupposedly-submissivenaming,thenarratorsoondiscoversthat

YemblatantlygoesagainsttheidealtypeofaMDW byherderogatoryspeech:

・Canyoubelieveit?Oneofmyfriendsthrewherboss・sbabyintoawashingmachine,

justbeforegoingbacktohervillage,・thewomanbesidemesaidinaflatvoice.・The

woman(Yem)wasterrorizingme(thenarrator).Damnitall!Achillranthroughmeas

Ithoughtofwhatshehadjusttoldme.・

・Iputratpoisoninthemilkformyboss・skid,・shesaid.・

・Haveanychildrenofyourown?・・

・Threeliving.Anotherthree,Iaborted.・

Inthefirstandsecondinstance,thenarratorisshockedbyYem・sterrorizingcomments,

whichisnotonlyviciousandcruel,butexplicitlyderogatestheidealimageoffemalemaid

assurrogatemother.Inthethird,thenarratorlearnsthatYemdoesnotevenhesitatetokill

herownchildren,whichsuggestsYem・sapparentdeviationfrom mothringroles.This

disturbsthenarrator・sprofessionalism and moralityasaMDW,asshefeelsYem

repudiatingthemutualrespectandsolidarityamongthewomeninthesameprofession.In

otherwords,thenarratortacitlyfunctionsasthesuperegoofthefemalemaidatthispoint.
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4.Femalemaidaspoor,unattractiveandmentally-disturbed

Thetext・sanotherreferencetothehistoricityofIndonesianfemalemaidisfoundinthe

negativeportrayalson Yem・sphysicalappearance.Yem isdepicted asold,poor,

unattractiveandsomehowunhealthy.

Iguessedhertobearoundforty.Hercheeksweresomewhatsunken;afalsegoldtooth

sometimesgleamedwithflashesoflight.Hernailswerecutunevenly・likethoseofa

patientinanasylum.Herdarkanddeepseteyesremindedmeofagamblingaddict

sufferingfromlackofsleep.Thoughshewasthin,andhadsaggingbreasts,shewas

alsomuscular.Maybeshewassufferingfromsomekindofmentaldisturbance.・

Dedicatingawholeparagraph,thetextillustratesthatYemistotallydissonantfromideal

imagesoffemalemaidasyoung,healthy,docileandreproductivelyactive.Withfalsegold

tooth,saggingbreast,thedarkanddeepseteyesandunevenlycutnails,thetexthighlights

theunhealthyconditionofYem,beingjustlikeapatientinanasylum withmental

disturbance.Theseimagesdonotonlyrefutetheconventionalimageoffemalemaidasthe

lustfulseducer,butmaybealsointerpretedastheimage・afterward・herwomanly

servitudeabove,asYemmighthavegotsuchphysicalconditionsineffectofherreproduc-

tivelaborwithlow wages.ThesedescriptionsaltogethercementYem・ssubjectivityas

uncannyandfailureinthenarrators・eyes.

5.Inauguratinganalternativesubjectivity

However,asthestoryprogresses,alternatesubjectivityofYemgraduallyunravels.The

textemploysthreemotives,namely:Yem・sbackground,theabuseandexploitationbythe

localmales.

AfterhavingafewconversationswithYem,thenarratorrealizedthatshewasadivorc・e

whohadbeenleftbyherhusband,andhadworkedinSaudiArabiainahighlyexploitative

setting.Moreover,thesubsequentinteractionsimpliedthatherunhealthyconditionwas

triggeredbythementalandphysicalabusesshereceivedduringheremploymentabroad.

・Lookatthatbigtoeofmine.Itwascrushed.・・

・GotcrushedbeneathatablelegwhenIwasservingdinnertomyboss.・

・Didn・tyouseeadoctor?・

・Sure,withwhosemoney,yourmother・s?・

・No,yourboss・s.・

・Right,andnotbegivenfoodforaday?・
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TheseconversationsindicatetheprocessbywhichthenarratorbegantorealizeYem・s

mishapduringherwork,whichintroducedhertoanew contextofYem・ssubjectivity;

Yem・spreviouspejorativeexclamationturnsouttobeherexpressionofangerandprotest

tothesubordination,ratherthanthesignofherlackofprofessionalism.Thisenablesthe

narratortoteaseoutthetruthfulnessofYem・sanger,bydelineatingherstoriesofabuse

againstheremployer・schildrenasthereiterationforherownsubordinationtoherabusive

employer.Thus,thecombinationsofphysicalandconversationalportrayalsofYem

presentedinthissectioncreatetheclevegeintheseemingly-monolithicsubjectivityof

femalemaid,anddirecttheeyesofthenarratorandreaderstotheunstateddimensions.

6.Reconstitutingsolidarity・Commonexploitationtowardfemalemaid

AfterthenarratorbecomingmoresympathetictoYem,sheandYemgoesthroughtwo

incidentsofexploitationbythelocalmalesintheirwayoftravelingtogether,anditfurther

developstheirrelationshipinawaytonurturetheirsolidarity.Theseincidentstookplace

wheretheirshuttleservicemadestopswithoutpriornotice.Inthefirstoccasion,theMDW

passengers,includingYemandthenarrator,wasforcedtoexchangeforeigncurrencythey

broughtbackfromforeigncountrywiththeso-calledmoneychanger,whobasicallyconsists

ofagroupoflocalthugs.

・We・reheretohelptheforeignworkers.Becauseofsomuchdeception,we・rehereto

helpforeignworkerswhosemoneyisstillintheform ofchecks,dollars,riyalsor

ringgit.There・salotofcounterfeitmoneyincirculation;we・rejusthelpingoutisall.

Notforcinganyonetodoanything.Allofthisisforyourowngood,・・

Althoughmostwomensubmitandobeythemen・srequestforunreasonableexchange,the

narratorescapesbyherwittingresponse,whileYembyherbluntstatementthatshehadno

moneytoexchangewith.Then,Yemfurtherexplainstothenarratorthathertravelingwith

nomoneyisbecauseherbossrefusedtopayheranymoney,insteadofgivinghertheair

tickettoflybacktoIndonesia.Inthisway,itbecomesclearthatYemhadtochoosetogo

backwithoutwages,justtogetawayfromtheabusivecondition,whichindirectlyaccounts

forYem・sbluntanduncannydemeanorbeingcausedbytheexploitationworking

conditions.

Furthermore,theirshuttlemakesanotherstop,thistimetomaketheMDWspayforfalse

insurance.Whilethemoneychangermentionedearilierusedthepretendedsympathyfor

justification,thebogusinsuranceusesbothsympathyandthreat.

・Wearefromaninsuranceagency.Theinsuranceyoupaidattheairportonlycovers
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youfortravelwithinJakartaandWestJava.Beyondthoseborders,wearenot

responsible.Yesterday,acarwithforeignworkerswasrobbedinBrebes.Everything

wastakenandtheworkersthemselveswereraped.・Butit・scompletelyuptoyou.It

wouldbeapityifeitheryouoryourmoneyweren・tsafe.・・

Again,thetwowomensuccessfullyevadetheshamrespectively,asthenarratorstand

toe-by-toewiththegroupofcrookedmaleswithherwitandcourage,andYemjustdealt

withherstraightforwardness.ThesetwoincidentsboundYemandthenarratorwiththe

temporalsenseofsolidarity.

Additionally,theseepisodesexposetheirlevelofintelligenceindeedexceedingtheir

deceivers・,whichapparentlygoesagainsttheconventionalconnotationaboutthem as

lackingeducationandmorality.Inthisway,thetextturnsaroundtheconventional

overpoweringrelationsoflocalmalesoverMDWs,byoutliningthewomen・scompetence.

Indeed,thenarrator・slevelofintelligenceisaproofofhercapability,inrecognizing

detailsfromsmallestinformationtonegotiatewiththelocalthugs・exploitation.Sheisable

toidentifythelocationofthescaminsurancecompanyusinglimitedinformationshesawon

thecalendar,andthenthreatensthedeceiversthatshewouldreportthistoherrelativeof

thePoliceofficer.Suchintelligenceofthenarratorisafarcryfromitstraditionalstereotypes

asignorantandsubmissive.Furthermore,theabove-mentionedcapabilitiesofYemandthe

narrator,combinedwiththeauthorJuwita・sauthoringcompetencetowritethistextinsuch

apowerfulandsophisticatedmanner,altogetherservetoprojectanalternativeagencyof

femalemaidin-betweenthebody(physicalappearance)andlanguage(speech),aswellas

in-betweentheillocutionaryandperlocutionaryspeech.

Conclusion

Thisworkhaselucidatedhowthecombinationoflinguisticandphysicalagencyoffemale

maidhaseffectuallyundonetheconventionalmeaningoftheterm.Injuriousspeech,as

demonstrated,istheenactmentofsocialsubordination,andyet,itcanalsoopenupthe

spaceforanunexpectedagencyprojectedbeyondtheassumedboundaryofinterlocutionary

speech.Itisinthissensethatwoundingspeechisworthcarefulattention,asitallowsusto

re-examinethemechanism ofsocialdomination.Bytracingtheprocessofhistorical

sedimentationofliterarystereotypesoffemalemaid,Ihavetriedtoshowthestrengthof

MNYintacitlysubvertingtheideologicalcastagainstthefemalereproductivelabor,andby

doingso,attemptedtodirectmoreattentiontotheconsequenceoffantasizinghuman

agencybasedongender,raceandclass.Inthisregard,MNYgoesfarbeyondmere

questioningofthesubjugationoffemalemaidbyinjuriousspeech;rather,Juwitahas

successfullycombined thepowerofinjuriousspeech with thenotion oflinguistic
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vulnerability,toexperimentonthepossibilitytoprojectanagencywith・noname・;Her

portrayalsofphysicalandlinguisticagencycertainlyextendedtherangeofsubjectivitiesof

femalemaid,bypresentherjoy,prideandsolidaritytogetherwithherrantandanguish.

ThisisindicativeofJuwita・sownactiveparticipationintheperlocutionaryagencythatshe

herselfcapturedinhertext.Thisbeingaddressed,Yem・sfinalrebuttalofhername,seeming

tome,wasindicativeofher(andJuwita・s)impossibleaspirationtoprojectthemselves

withoutnamingit,asourcommonaporiatoinscribeourownlinguisticvulnerabilityas

humanagency.

Notes

1 IwillusetheEnglishtranslationbyAndyFullerformytextualanalyses.

References

Butler,Judith.1997.ExcitableSpeech,Routledge.

Juwita,Etik.2007.BukanYem.CerpenTerpilihdariAnugerahPenaKencana.AnugerahPenaKencana.

.2009.MaybenotYem.TranslatedbyAndyFuller,WordswithoutBorders.

http://wordswithoutborders.org/article/maybe-not-yem,accessedon10July2012.

Locher-Scholten,E.2000.WomenandtheColonialState:EssaysonGenderandModernityinthe

NetherlandsIndies1900�1942.AmsterdamUniversityPress.

PramoedyaAnantaToer.1952.Inem.InCeritadariBlora,pp.30�40.

.1996.Flunky+Maid.TranslatedbyJamesT.Siegel,Indonesia,vol.61.pp.33�42.

Suryadi,Linus,Ag.1980.PengakuanPariyem.PustakaJaya.

ShihoSAWAI50




