
PREFACE

Thisproceedingsvolumecontainstheeighteenpaperspresentedbynineteenresearchers

inthethirdinternationalsymposiumoftheConsortiumforAsianandAfricanStudies.The

conference,entitled・MakingaDifference:Representing/ConstructingtheOtherinAsian/

AfricanMedia,CinemaandLanguages,・washeldon16thto18thofFebruary2012atthe

SchoolofOrientalandAfricanStudies,UniversityofLondon,London.

TheConsortiumforAsianandAfricanStudies(CAAS)wasinitiatedinMarch2007by

fivehighereducationalinstitutionsworldwidethatleadAsianandAfricanstudies,inorder

tostrengthencollaborationinresearchandeducationactivities.Theoriginalmember

institutionsareInstitutNationaldesLanguesetCivilisationsOrientales(INALCO,France),

LeidenUniversity(theNetherlands),FacultyofArtsandSocialSciencesofNational

UniversityofSingapore(FASS-NUS,Singapore),SchoolofOrientalandAfricanStudies,

UniversityofLondon(SOAS,UK),andTokyoUniversityofForeignStudies(TUFS,Japan).

In2010ColumbiaUniversity(USA)andin2011HankukUniversityofForeignStudies

(HUFS,SouthKorea)joinedtheCAAS,thusmakingthisconferencethefirstoccasionforthe

seveninstitutionstojointlyparticipateintheCAASactivities.

OneofthemajorobjectivesoftheCAASistotrainresearchersoftheyoungergeneration

intheframeworkofinternationalcollaboration.Tofacilitatethisobjective,inconjunction

withanannualsymposium,aworkshopforyoungresearcherhasbeenplannedtogivean

opportunitytodemonstratetheirresearchactivities,toenhancetheiracademicskills,andto

developafreshnetworkofinternationalresearchers.

InthefirstCAASconferenceheldinLeidenUniversityin2009,theworkshopforyoung

researcherswasorganizedseparatelyfromthesymposiumitself.However,inthesecond

conferenceatINALCOin2010andthethirdconferenceatSOASin2012,presentationsby

youngresearcherswerecombinedwiththosebyseniorresearchers,providingastimulating

academicenvironmentfortheyoungresearchers.

Asanintroductiontothethemeofthesymposium・MakingaDifference:Representing/

ConstructingtheOtherinAsian/AfricanMedia,CinemaandLanguages,・akeynotespeech

wasdeliveredbyDrDoloresMartinezofSOAS,whichunderscoredthesignificanceofthe

theme.Inthefollowingsessions,forty-fourpaperswerescheduledtobepresented.

Althoughcircumstancespreventedsomepapersfrombeingactuallypresented,asarecord

ofthesymposium,theprogramisattachedattheendoftheproceedings.

Asweretheprevioussymposia,TUFSisinchargeofeditingandpublishingthe

proceedingsofthesymposium.Thisproceedingsvolumeincludeseighteenpapersbythe

nineteenresearcherswhoagreedtosubmittheirpapers.Amongthenineteenresearchers
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thirteenareyoungresearchersandsixseniorones,representingseveninstitutions.

Theeighteenpapersarearrangedintheorderofpresentationinthesymposium.They

encompasssuchdiversetopicsfrom thedepictionofEgyptiansabroadinEgypttothe

JapaneseperceptionofChinesecuisineinEdo.Despitethediversityoftopics,however,it

isapparentthatallthepapersareconcernedwiththecommonthemeofthesymposium,

thatis,thesocialandculturalconstructionofothernessasmeansofdefiningselfinvarious

media.

Thetopicsinclude:EgyptiansabroadinEgyptiannovelsandfilms(1),Muslimsin

ChristianchroniclesofEthiopia(2),aHinduepicinanIndonesianfilm (3),Indonesian

housemaidsinHongKongdepictedinanIndonesianshortnovel(4),theportrayalofothers

inIsraeliandPalestinianfilmsandnovels(5and6),Koreans,Chineseandpeopleof

OkinawainJapanesemedia(7,8and9),LaopeopleintraditionalThaimusic(10),foreign

workersinTaiwanesefilms(11),NigerianBritishsoldiersinBurmaduringWorldWarII

(12),anefforttosearchmodernselfinthethoughtofaJapaneseintellectual(13),minorities

inChinesefilms(14),stateconstructionofsingleasothersinSingapore(15),andfinallythe

perceptionsofChinesecuisine,AinuandIndiaintheEdo(andinpartMeiji)periodofJapan

(16,17and18).

Althoughtheproceedingsdonotincludeallthepaperspresentedinthesymposium,itis

hopedthatthisvolumeservesasarecordofthefascinatingexchangeofmindswhichtook

placeinthesymposium.

Iwouldliketotakethisopportunitytoexpressourgratitudetoallthosewhohavemade

thissymposiumhappen.IamparticularlygratefultoProfessorPaulWebley,Directorof

SOAS,ProfessorAndrewGerstleandDrGriseldisKirschofSOAS,whomadepreparations

forthesymposiumwithutmostdevotion.Ialsowouldliketocongratulatealltheyoung

researcherswhocontributedtothissymposium withthefruitsoftheirdiligentresearch

activities.

FinallyacknowledgementmustbemadeforthesponsorshipoftheJapanSocietyforthe

PromotionofScience(JSPS).Theorganizationofthesymposiumandthepublicationofthe

proceedingswouldbeimpossiblewithouttheJSPS'sfinancialassistanceunderthescheme

oftheInternationalTrainingProgram-AsiaAfrica(ITP-AA).

ToruAOYAMA

ITP-AAchairperson,OFIAS
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