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EdwardSa�d,inhisground-breakingworkOrientalism,underlinesthattorepresentthe

・Other・istomanipulatehim.ThishasbeenaninstrumentofsubmissiontowardsAsia

duringtheageofEuropeanexpansion,buttheuseofsuchaprocessisnotconfinedto

Europeandomination.Forcenturies,therelationshipbetweenJapananditsnorthern

neighbors,theAinu,isbasedoneconomicaldominationanddependency.Inthisregard,

theAinu・sforeignness,impurityand・barbaricappearance・・theirqualitiesasinferior

・Others・・areemphasizedindescriptivetextsorbytheregularstagingofsuchdiplomatic

practicesas・barbarianaudiences・,thushighlightingtheJapaneseculturalandterritorial

superiority.Butfrom 1868,theconstruction oftheMeijination-staterequiresthe

assimilationandacculturationoftheAinupeople.AsJapanundergoeswhatFukuzawa

Yukichireferstoasthe・openingtocivilization・(文明開化 bunmeikaika)bylearningfrom

theWest,italsoplaystheroleofthecivilizertowardstheAinu.

ThehistoricalcasestudyoftherelationshipbetweenJapaneseandAinufromuptoMeiji

highlightstheevolutionofJapan・sownself-imageandidentity,from anemergingstate,

subduingbarbarians,tonewlyunifiedstate・whoseultramarinerelationsareinspiredbya

Chinese-inspiredethnocentrismandrejectionofoutsideinfluence・duringtheEdoperiod,

andfinallytoanaspiringnation-state,seekingtoassertitselfwhileavoidingcolonizationat

Meiji.ThisarticleaimsatdiscussingtherelationshipbetweentheJapaneseandoneoftheir

・Others・・theAinupeople・,andhow theirimagewasreinventedandrecreatedto

contrastandcomplementtheJapanese・sownself-imageandpoliticalconstruction.

Introduction

The・civilizedvs.barbarianworld-order・asatheoreticalframework

Whenstudyingthecreation,definitionanddepictionofthe・Other・inJapaninahistorical

perspective,onemustusetheantiqueChineseschemeofWeltanschauungasatheoretical

framework.This・civilizedvs.barbarianworld-order・(kaichitsujo華夷秩序),alsoreferred

toas・middlekingdomideology・(ch・kashis・中華思想),canbeunderstoodinspatialand

culturaltermsasanoppositionalrelationshipbetweenaninsiderandanoutsider,or
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betweenacivilizedcentreandabarbaricperiphery.1

Thisdichotomous,yetmulti-layeredandconcentricdistinctionbetweencivilizedSelfand

barbarianOtherprovidedtheideologicalfoundationoftheChinesetributesystem,aswell

asanethnocentricvisionofuniversalempire,fundamentallysimilartotheworld-viewof

ancientRome.Overtime,modified,self-referentialversionsofthispoliticalideologywere

adoptedbyvarioussatellitestatesontheChineseperiphery,mostnotablyinSoutheastAsia,

theKoreanPeninsulaandofcourseJapan.

Theconceptofboundaryandfrontier

Inordertocompletethistheoreticalframework,onemustalsoreflectonthenotionof

bordersandfrontiersinsideJapan.MostJapanesehistoryscholarsagreethatboundariesact

as・separatingfactors・betweenadjacentpoliticalorethnicunitsandhaveatendencytobe

・inner-oriented・and・centripetal・.2Frontiersarezones,ratherthanlines,3whicharerather

・outer-oriented・and・centrifugal・innatureandactas・integratingfactors・,asisthecase

duringtheJapaneseterritorialexpansion.

Inthisrespect,onecanseeaclearhistoricalprogressionfrom the・frontiers・ofpre-

modernpoliticalsystemstothe・boundaries・ofmodernstates.InthecaseofJapan,thesea

itselfactedasanaturalboundaryformuchofitshistory,butonecanseenonethelessthat

formuchofthemedievalandtheEdoperiod,present-dayHokkaidowasafrontierzone.

Thistheoreticalframeworkcanhelpdefineandunderstandtherelationshipithadwithits

northernneighbours,theAinupeople.

1.Japan・santiqueperiod:SubduingthebarbaricOther

TheAinuintheiraboriginalstatereliedmostlyonhunting,fishing,gathering,limited

agricultureandbartereconomy.TheyinhabitedtheislandsnowknownasHokkaido,the

Kuril,Sakhalin,SouthernKamchatkaandtheAmurRiverestuaryregion.Somescholars

considertheylivedasfarsouthastheTohokuregion,wheretheywerefirstknowasEmishi.

Asthecentralimperialpower,stationedintheYamatoregion,soughttoexpanditsrealm

from the8thcentury,itadoptedtheChinesecharacterbywhichtheyreferredtothe

・easternbarbarianpeople・(夷).4ItwasreadEmishiorEbisu,anddesignatedapeoplethat

werenotsubmittedtothecentralimperialauthority,regardlessofanyconsiderationof

ethnicdistinctionorrace.Thoughdebateslingeramongscholars,itissafetosaythat,until

the12thcentury,theEmishiasagroupcontainedbothAinuandJapanese,butthis

differencehadlittleornobearingtotheEmishi・srelationshiptotheimperialstate,which

soughttosubjugatethemandassimilatethem.Onecaneasilyseetheimportanceofthis

・pacification・roleintheofficialtitleofthefuturerulerofJapan,thes・itaish・gun征夷大将

軍,oftentranslatedas・generalissimopacifierofbarbarians・.

No・miGODEFROY202



ContemporaryillustrationsofEmishiarenearlynon-existent,butonecanfindwritten

descriptions,whichclearlyunderlinetheiralmostanimal-likelifestyleandappearance:they

livepromiscuously,almostinincest;theydwellinholesandnestsandwearfuranddrink

blood.Thislastelementseemstohintatcannibalism,whiletheconsumptionofbloodis

highlyassociatedwishimpurity.

2.Themedievalworld-view:IsolatingtheimpureOther

AsJapaneseruleshiftedfromtheImperialCourttotheshogunateatthebeginningofthe

12thcentury,andthecentreofpowertransferseastwards,Japanadoptsamore・closed・,

inward-lookingworldview,whichhasastrongassociationwithideasofpollutionand

impurity.

DuringtheKamakuraperiod,criminalsaresaidtobedeportedtoEzo,5・present-day

Hokkaido・,andascrimeproducedimpurity,onecandeducethatthesecriminalswere

senttowhatwereconsideredtobeimpurelands,outsidetherealm.6 ThetermEzo,that

designatedtheinhabitantsofthisimpureisland(Ezogashima蝦夷嶋,laterEzochi蝦夷地)

appearsatthebeginningofthe12thcentury,7andwillremaininuseuntiltheMeijiperiod.

Duringthe14thcentury,thetermEmishiseemstodisappearwhilethetermAinumakesits

firstappearance.

TheearliestdefinitepictorialrenderingoftheAinuisfromtheMuromachiperiod.Inthe

mid-14thcenturySuwaDaimy・jinekotoba『諏訪大明神画詞』,amedievalsourceknownfor

itsdescriptionsoftheEmishi,8twopopulationsaresaidtocoexistintheisland:・Thereare

those,who,[・]areinfinitelystrangecreatures,theyeathumanflesh,animalsandfish,and

donotknowoftheFiveCereals・,andthereare・thosewhoaresaidtobedescendantsof

JapaneseimmigrantsandwhoareliketheWa,excepthairier・.Thebarbarianqualityofthe

formerisonceagainunderlinedbythefactthattheyeatmeat,unlikeBuddhistJapaneseat

thetime,thattheydonotpracticeagriculture,・consideredacivilizingfactor・,andthat

theyhavearatheranimal-likephysicalappearance.

AsJapanwitnessesincreasinginternaltensionsfromthemiddleofthe15thcentury,the

medievalworldview slowlyevolvedandinhabitantsofoutlyingregionscametobeno

longerviewedasdevilsorcarriersofpollution.Instead,theywereseenashumanbeings,

interactionwithwhom couldberegulatedbypracticalpolitical,economicandmilitary

mechanisms.

3.Edoperiod:LegitimizingJapaneseauthorityandsubduingtheAinu

AftertheWarringStatesperiod,theTokugawashogunatewasthefirstregimetodraw

clear,physicalbordersforitself.

Thisismadeallthemoreevidentaswhatareknownasthemaritimeprohibitionssealed
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offJapantomostpartsoftheworld,・withtheexceptionsoffourtrading・mouths・・,for

thenexttwoandahalfcenturies.ThisperiodisoftenreferredtoastheSakokuperiod,the

・locked-downcountry・period,thoughthistermhadoftenbeendeemedeuro-centric.

WhendefiningthisperiodintermsofthepoliticalideologythehistorianAranoYasunori

speaksofa・Japanese-stylemiddlekingdom order・(Nihongatakaichitsujo日本型華夷秩

序).9 Withinthecontextofthishierarchical,ethnocentricworldview,therulersof

Edo-periodJapanmaintainedtieswithfiveseparatestatesand/orethnicgroups,among

whichtheAinu.Inotherterms,asDavidHowellstates:・Ratherthanestablishadichotomy

betweenJapanandtherestoftheworld,itsurroundeditselfwithperipheralareasthatwere

neitherfullypartofthepolitynorcompletelyindependentofit.・Healsosubmitsthatthis

・spurredtheformationofaJapaneseidentityevenbeforetheemergenceofamodern

nation-stateinthemid-nineteenthcentury.・Inthissense,・thedemarcationofan・ethnic

boundary・betweentheAinuandtheJapanesewasacriticalelementindeterminingthe

politicalboundariesoftheearlymodernJapanesestate.・10

Emphasizingforeignness:barbarianaudiences

Ontopofthis,thebicephalousbakuhansystemofdoublefiefdomandcentralauthority

puttheMatsumaedomaininchargeoffrontiersurveillanceandcommercewiththeEzo.

Hence,inordertolegitimizeitsexceptionalrole,Matsumaehadtovisiblyestablishits

authorityontheAinu,allthewhilemaintainingtheircommercialdependency.Inthis

regard,theAinuhadtobekeptinaprimal,aboriginalstate,andforbiddentoassimilate.

TheywerenotallowedtospeakJapanese,wearcertainitemsofclothing(suchasstraw

raincoatsandfootwear),buildJapanese-stylehousesorpracticeagriculture.

Furthermore,theirforeignnessandbarbaricappearancewereemphasizedandevenput

onshow during・barbarianaudiences・.TheseaudiencesweredesignatedbytheAinu

wordsuimam御目見 (ウイマム),whichoriginallyreferredtocommerce,andumsa(オムシ

ャ),aworddesignatingaformofgreeting.Duringtheseaudiences,theyweremadetowear

theirmostexoticattire,wereparadedaroundthecityandgivensmalltokensbythe

Matsumaeclan,accordingtotheirloyaltyandrank.Theseceremoniesweredesignedto

reaffirmMatsumaeauthority,toproveitslegitimacyintheregiontotheshogun,toremind

theAinuoftheirsubmissiontothefief.11

AsTessaMorris-Suzukiwrites,these・barbarianaudiences・werethevisualaspectofthe

subordinationofaforeignpeopletoJapanesedominion.Everythingabouttherelationship,

therefore,hadtobestructuredinsuchawayastomagnifytheexoticcharacterofthe

peripheralsocieties.12
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Edo-perioddescriptionsoftheAinu

Japaneseculturebecamequiteradicallymorevisualintheaftermathoftheageof

encounter,butnotasaconsequenceofit.Theexplosionofliteracy,printcultureand

commercialpublishingthatsweptthroughoutthecountryinthelastthirdofthe17th

centurybroughtvisualrepresentationwithinreach,andhenceintothecognitiverealm,

ofagrowingmassaudience.TheimagedOtherbecamepartoftheeverydaycognitive

world.13

TheseimaginedOthers,whenperceivedassavage,aresomecombinationofpartiallyor

whollynaked,shodorbarefoot,darkerskinned,curlyhairedordishevelled,theytattoo

themselves,oreatanimal・orevenhuman・flesh.Theywearunprocessed・natural・things

(salmonskinshoesandbarkclothinginthecaseoftheAinu).14

TheEzo・shairisred,theirbeardsaretwoshakulong15[・].Thewomen[・]haveno

beardandinjectinkwithahooktotattooaroundtheirmouths.Theyalsotattootheir

hands.16

Thisdescriptionunderlinesthecolouroftheirhair,similartothatoftheDutch,presented

intheirtimeas・SouthernBarbarians・(namban南蛮),theirimpressivebeards,andthe

women・stattoos.17Thelatterpracticemusthavebeenallthemoreshocking,as,according

totheJapaneseculturalsystem,tatooswereassociatedwithcrimeandpunishmentwhereas

thepracticeitselfwasregardedasaform ofbodilymutilation,which,whenvoluntarily

inflicted,wascompletelyaversetotheprevalentnotionsofConfucianfilialconduct.

Theyarenotendowedwithanyhumanity.Theyhavedishevelledhair,theydonot

shavetheirbeards.Theywereclothingmadeofbark,calledattush,[・]andfoldtheleft

sideoftheirclothesovertheright.Thewomenalsohavedishevelledhair,tothepoint

thattheirskullisvisibleincertainplaces[・].Themarriedwomenhavetattoosaround

theirmouthsandontheirhandsandalsoweartheleftfoldedovertheright.Menand

womenalikeuseropeasbeltsandmanychildrengonaked.Theysometimesweardog

skins,orthatofotheranimals.18

Inthisdescription,ontopofthedishevelledhair,thebarbaricqualityoftheirclothing

underlined.Anotherfactstatesthattheyfoldtheleftsideovertheirrighttoclosetheir

overdress.Thisfactseemstoberecurrentinmanydescriptionsofthattime.Infact,

accordingtotheJapaneseversionoftheJapanese-Portuguesedictionary(H・yakunippojisho

『邦訳日葡辞書』),Japanesehavefoldedtherightsideoversincethe7thcentury,that

implementedthisChinesestyleofclothing.Asitisaknownfactthatfuneralritesfoldthe
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leftsideovertheright,thismusthavebeenregardedasashockingcustom.

Atthebeginningofthe19thcentury,foreignpressureintheregionincreasedandEzofell

underdirectshogunalrule.ThepoliticalmeasuresconcerningtheAinuchangeddrastically

andtheywereorderedtocuttheirhair,conform toJapanesecustomarynorms,usethe

Japaneselanguage,ortoabandonthepracticeofpolygamy.Thesefirstassimilation

measurespresagethosethatwillbereinforcedduringtheMeijiperiod.

4.TheMeijiperiod:Civilizingandassimilatingtheprimitive

In1869,HokkaidoisofficiallyannexedbyMeijiJapan.Itoffersabuffer-zoneagainst

Russiaaswellasnewresourcestoexploit,aswellasprovidingasignificantexpansiontothe

Japaneseterritory.

Forthefirsttime,Japanisfacedwiththedelicate,yetcrucialtask,ofintegratingaforeign

populationamiditsown.Inordertodoso,theMeijigovernmentchoosesassimilationand

thedismantlingofanypre-existingAinuidentityandculture.Manyreasonsmotivatethis

choice,amongwhichtherecognitionfromforeignpowers,which,alongwithintroduction

ofsocialDarwinisminJapan,19requiredsubjugatedandcivilizedprimitives.Therein,Ainu

subjugationhelpedJapanpetitionWesternpowersforrecognitionasa・civilizedstate・.

WhiletheJapanesehadalreadyadoptedChineseConfucianideasofthebarbarianandthe

civilized,theracializationoftheAinupeoplecementedjustificationsfortheircontinued

physicalandpsychologicalexploitation,beingusedasyardsticksforJapaneseprogressinto

Westernideasofcivilization.Furthermoreassimilationwasvitaltotheconstructionofthe

Meijination-stateisbasedontheconceptof・Nationasafamilystate・(kazokukokka家族

国家)withtheemperoratitsheadasbothrulerandfather-figure.Thisrequiresan

ethnicallyhomogenouspeople.20

Culturalassimilation・CivilizingtheOtherandmakingtheAinulessAinu

Japanese-Ainurelationsshiftedfromaspatialinsidervs.outsidertoatemporalmodern

vs.primitiverelationship,withtheAinupresentedas・primitivehunter-gatherers・.The

culturalassimilationmeasures(Ainud・kaseisakuアイヌ同化政策)prohibittheAinufrom

performingtraditionalanddistinctiveactivities.Someofthesemeasuresaimistosuppress

Ainucultureandidentity,suchastheoutlawingofearringsforthemen,ritualfaceand

handtattoosforthewomen.21 Theyofficiallybecome・formeraborigines・(ky・dojin旧土

人).

DisplayingtheOther:theAinuas・livingexhibits・

TheMeijistate・sattemptstoassimilateandsuppressAinuidentitywithinJapanoccurred

alongsidecontradictoryanddegradingdisplaysofAinuabroad,asgroupsofAinuare
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shownas・livingexhibits・duringdomesticandinternationalfairs.22Theparticipationofa

groupofnineAinuatthe1904SaintLouisWorldFair・sAnthropologyDayswassupported

byJapaneseofficialsasawaytoseparateanddistinguishindigenousnativesfrom the

culturallyandraciallysuperiorJapanesedelegationsenttotheFair.Thisisawayof

markingJapan・sownracialandculturalsuperiority,and,bycontrast,itsownmodernity

andpower.23

Inthissamesense,photographsoftheAinutakenduringtheearlyMeijiperiod

empathizetheir・primitivefeatures・,suchastheirhairiness,isolatedanddistantliving

environmentandsimplelifestyles,customsviewedascruel(suchastheiyomantearctolatric

bearritual,whichwasnotoutlawedfromthebeginning),clothes,incertaincasesevenfilth.

LaudingoneselfthroughtheOther

Ontheotherhand,AinuparticipationintheRusso-JapaneseWarof1904-1905isusedto

promotepatriotism andasignificantnumberof・formeraborigines・receivemilitary

decorations.24Afew・braveformeraborigines・(y・kannaruky・dojin勇敢なる旧土人)and

theirheroicactsareevenpraisedbythemedia.25 Nothingissaid,however,ofthe

discriminationtheysufferwithintheirrespectivebattalions.

FindingoneselfthroughtheOther:TheAinulanguageandthesearchforJapaneseidentity

Interestinglyenough,itisalsoduringtheMeijierathatinvestigationandresearch

focusingonperipherallanguages,suchastheAinulanguage,bylinguistssuchasKindaichi

Ky・suke,wasbornfromthedesiretoexplainandclarifytheculturaloriginsoftheJapanese

ethnos,adesiresharedonthegenerallevelbyMeijistatesmenandintellectuals.Hence,

ironically,onecansaythatwhileactivelyencouragingtheeradicationoftheAinulanguage

andidentity,theMeijigovernmentencourageditsstudytodelvedeeperintotheJapanese

identity.

DenyingtheOther

AfterMeiji,thestatewasmoreconcernedwithnegatingAinuethnicitythaninpromoting

assimilationperse.Furthermore,astheAinu・sdemographicprofilewithinHokkaido

becomesincreasinglylow duetogrowingJapanesesettlement,intermarriage,poverty,

alcoholismanddisease,theyaremoreandmorewidelyperceivedas・avanishingpeople・

(horobiyukuminzoku滅び行く民族),doomedtoextinction.Hence,itisasaunifiedstatethat

JapanfacestheotherworldpowersontheeveoftheSecondWorldWar.
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MakingtheOtherdisappear

In1937,the・formeraborigineschools・areclosed.Thedenomination・formeraborigine・

tendstodisappear.AstensionsrisebetweenJapanandforeignpowers,itisimportant,on

thepatrioticlevel,forallJapanesetobeunitedasonebehindtheEmperor.Furthermore,

thisterminologicaldisappearancemirrorsaneffectiveone.FortheJapanesegovernment,

theAinuhavebeencompletelyassimilated.Inthatsense,theyarenotonlyconsidered・a

vanishingpeople・,buthave,infact,vanishedasapeopleintheeyeofthegovernment.This

lineofthoughtwillbeperpetratedbythesuccessivegovernmentsforthenextsixdecades.

Conclusion

Aswehaveseen,thedepictionoftheAinubytheJapanesehasgreatlyevolvedovertime,

fromanimpurebarbarian,toasubjugated,exoticOther,toacivilizedprimitive,tooblivion.

ThismirrorsJapan・snecessityforlegitimizingstateandpoweronitsfrontier,itsclaimto

jointhecivilizingWesternpowersduringMeiji,anditsunitywhenfacedwithadversity

fromthe1930s.ItalsomirrorsJapan・sevolutionfromanemergingstate,toaunifiedstate,

toanaspiringnation-state,andfinallytoanaspiringworldpower.
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oftheGoldenKite,includingChiriTakakichi知里高吉.

25 KitakazeIsokichi北風磯吉 participatedontheBattleofMukden(the・Sekigaharaofthe

Russo-JapaneseWar・)from February20thtoMarch10thof1905,whichtotalledmorethan

250,000casualtiesoneachside,andduringwhichhevolunteeredtobealiaisonofficer,facing

certaindeath.
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