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Introduction

Conventionallyperceivedasthe・Other・inanenvironmentintenselypressuredbythe

State・spersuasiononmarriage,procreationandfamilyasthebasicbuildingblockofsociety

(MinistryofCommunity,YouthandSports2011),singlesinSingaporehavebecometargets

ofostensiblyhelpfulaidfrom theStatethroughvariousresourcescourtesyoftheSocial

DevelopmentNetwork(SDN)・anagencyarm ofthenationalgovernment.Singles

inadvertentlyreceiveaspectrum ofbothexplicitandimplicitmessagescraftedtoassist

theminattainingabefittingselfthatservestoseeminglyincreasethelikelihoodofthem

finding・love・andalifepartner.A discursivereadingoftheseState-endorsedsocial

directivesfoundintheDUETmagazine・apublicationofSDNintendedforsinglesinSin

gapore・revealthattheStatehasunwittinglyconstructedanormative・ideal・single.

Thispaper,therefore,attemptstodeconstructtheState・sportrayalofan・ideal・singlein

Singapore・howoneshouldlook,howoneshouldbehave,andhowoneshouldperceive

love,datingandmarriageetc.;moreimportantly,theauthorsarguethatthisprocess

engendersalatent・Othering・ofsingleswhodeviatefrom theconstructednormative

・ideal・singleandthesesocialdirectivesserveastheState・sattempttodisciplinetheminto

conformity.Theauthorstheorizethatsuchanormativeconstructionofan・ideal・singlenot

onlyideologicallysubordinatesthosesingleswhofailtoconform;itdiscursivelyand

rhetoricallyavertsstructuralinadequaciesresultinginnon-ordelayedmarriagesby

inferentiallyattributingthecauseofthesocialproblemtothepersonalfailureofindividual

singles.

1.Risingsinglehoodasanationalconcern

Arecentreporton・MarriageandParenthoodTrendsinSingapore・publishedbythe

NationalPopulationandTalentDivision(NPTD)ofthePrimeMinister・sOfficeinJune2012

reiteratesthefamiliarissueofrisingsinglehoodinSingapore.Followingthepatternofmost

developedcountries,singlehoodratesinSingaporehaverisensteadilyovertheyears;

between2000and2011,theproportionofsingleshasincreasedacrossallagegroups.In
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particular,amongcitizensaged30・34yearsold,singlehoodrateshaveincreasedfrom33%

to44%formales,andfrom 22%to31%forfemales(figuresroundedup).Inthesame

period,themedianagesofcitizensatfirstmarriagehavealsorisen・from28.5to30.1years

forgroomsandfrom26.1to27.8forbrides.

TheSingaporegovernmentagonizesoverthisdisturbingtrendbecauseSingapore・s

populationisagingrapidlyduetodecliningfertilityrates.Thereporthighlightstwomain

contributingfactorstothegeneraldeclineofSingaporetotalfertilityrate(at1.20asof2011,

wellbelowreplacementlevelof2.1)・(a)morepeoplearestayingsingleorgettingmarried

later,and(b)marriedcouplesarehavingtheirfirstchildlaterandhavingfewerchildren

(NationalPopulationandTalentDivision2012,2).

TheStatewidelyacknowledgesitsresolvetoaddressthistrendbyaffirmingthat

・encouragingmarriageandparenthoodisapriorityfortheGovernment・;theState,

therefore,administersarangeofmeasurestosupport・Singaporeans・aspirationsofgetting

married and having children・(NationalPopulation and TalentDivision 2012,5).

Specifically,theSocialDevelopmentNetwork(SDN)isslatedtoplayavitalroleinhelping

singlesfindtheirlifepartner;thenetworkprofessestoreachabout100,000singleseachyear,

providingthem withgreateropportunitiesforsocialengagementandresourceguidesto

dating.

2.SocialDevelopmentNetwork(SDN)

SDNwasestablishedaspartofthe・MarriageandParenthoodPackage・introducedto

promotea・pro-familyenvironment・inSingapore.Itsvisionisto・promotemarriagesand

nurtureaculturewheresinglesview marriageasoneoftheirtoplifegoals・.More

importantly,SDNendeavorsto・beacredible,leadingagencyandone-stopresourcecentre

onrelationshipskills,socialinteractionopportunitiesandinformation・(SDN website,

2012).

Thenetworkisinactualitythecombinationoftwopre-existingagencieswhichhad

similarobjectivesalbeitslightlydifferentiated・SocialDevelopmentUnit(SDU)wasformed

in1984asaplatformforgraduatesinglestomeet.Ayearlater,SocialDevelopmentServices

(SDS)waslaunchedasaplatformfornon-graduatesinglestomeet.Althoughtheprimary

purposewastopromotemarriageinSingapore,themarkeddistinctionoftwoseparate

agenciesexemplifiesthegovernment・sintentofprincipallyencouragingmarriagebetween

thosewithsimilarqualificationbackground.SDUandSDSwerefinallymergedin2009

・toreapeconomiesofscale,enlargetheoutreach,andprovidemoreopportunitiesfor

singlestomeet・・thusgivingrisetopresent-daySDN.

Notonlydidthepoolofsinglesenlargewiththemerger,thepaidmembershipapplicable

previouslywasalsodiscontinuedtomakeSDNevenmoreinclusiveforallresidentsingles.
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TherevampedSDNnowclaimsto・forgeanextensivenetworkofsingles,resourcesand

partnersintheprivate,peopleandpublicsectorstocreateanoverallenvironment

conduciveforsinglestomeetandformmeaningfulrelationships・(SDNwebsite,2012).

3.SDN・sresources&publications・DUETmagazine

InlinewithSDN・smissiontobeaone-stopresourcecenteron・relationshipskills,social

interactionopportunitiesandinformation・,theDUETMagazinewaslaunched.DUET

packagesitselfasalifestylemagazinethatseekstoprovideitsreaderswithinformation

rangingfromlifestylearticlestodatingandrelationshipissues,groomingtips,interesting

datingvenues,reviewsonrestaurants,books,etc.Itisastatefundedquarterlypublication

targetedatsinglesinSingapore.SDN registeredmembersreceiveeveryissueofthe

magazineintheirmailatnochargeandthedigitalversionofthemagazineisalsoavailable

ontheSDNwebsite(refertoappendixAforsamplemagazinecovers).Inthispaper,the

imagesandcontentpresentedintheDUETmagazineareusedtoillustrateandanalyzethe

State・sdiscourseonsingles.

4.Portrayingthe・ideal・single:Thediscursiveconstructionof

moralcontractandtutelage

Bytheveryacceptanceofaspecificbehaviourasan・illness・andthedefinitionofillness

asanundesirablestate,theissuebecomesnotwhethertodealwithaparticular

problem,buthowandwhen.Thusthedebateoverhomosexuality,drugsorabortion

becomesfocusedonthedegreeofsicknessattachedtothephenomenoninquestionor

theextentofthehealthriskinvolved.Andthemoreprincipled,moreperplexing,or

evenmoralissueofwhatfreedomanindividualshouldhaveoverhisorherownbodyis

shuntedaside.(Zola1972,ascitedinCoxandMead1975,182;emphasismine)

Inhisseminalworkontherelationshipbetweenthestateandfamilies,JacquesDonzelot

arguedthatthepolicingofthelatterbytheformerinvolvedasystemofcontrolby・contract・

and・tutelage・,inwhichfamiliesthatabidebytheacceptedandvaluednormsenjoy

autonomywhilethosewhotransgressthetermsofthecontractaresubjectedtoarangeof

institutionaldisciplinary measures(Donzelot1979).The application ofDonzelot・s

theoreticalframeworkofcontractandtutelagewillallowustoperceivehowthenormative

ideologiesaboutgenderroles,spousalselection,andfamilyvalues,whicharepresentin

almostallofitspublicationsandresources,servetomorallydisciplinesinglesand

ultimately,facilitatethelegitimizationofstatepoliciesthatbothdirectlyandindirectly

penalizesingles.
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Takenatfacevalue,SDN・spublicationsdofunctionasacomprehensiveresourcefor

singlesandstronglycomplementsthenationalobjectiveofcurbingrisingsinglehood.

However,whenassessedcriticallyandatanideologicallevel,itbecomesapparentthatthese

attemptsatsolvinganationalproblem arefraughtwithnormativevalues.Whilewe

understandthatthisisnotinherentlyproblematicperse,wearguethatthepromotionof

substantivenarrativesofspecificnormsthemselvesmayinadvertentlyreinforcethe

ideologicalfactorsaswellasoverlookthestructuralissuescontributingtotheproblemof

singlehood.

Ourfirstexampleconcernsnotionsofgenderroles.Aspartofits・self-help・approach,

SDN・spublications,andDUETinparticular,frequentlyportraywomenas・emotional

creatures・andmenas・hunters・(SDN2011c,25).Thebasicassumptionisthatsuchgender

characteristicsunderpinalmostallmisunderstandingsbetweenmenandwomen.Although,

itmaybeusefultobeknowledgeableaboutthegenderedsubtextsofinteractionwithina

relationship,suchassumptionsalsoservetoemphasizethe・natural・associationsbetween

thesexesandtheirrespectivegenderroles;especiallyintermsofhowdifferenttheyare.It

iscommontofindphrasessuchas・menandwomenarewireddifferently・and・menand

women...communicateondifferentwavelengths・inDUET・sfeaturedarticles,whichare

writtenby・experts・whoareusuallydirectorsofdatingagencies,groomingcompaniesor

psychologists.Wepositthatthisnaturalizationoftraditionalgenderedrolesfunctionsto

encouragethegenderedexpectationsthatmenandwomenhaveofeachother;thereby

promotingthepreclusionofbehavioursandattitudesthatstrayfromthetraditionalideal.

Forinstance,bystatingthatmenshowinterestinwomenifthey・lookstraightatawoman・,

andhow womenindicateinterestby・beingattentiveandgiggling・,theyideologically

stipulatethegendernormsfor・appropriate・courtship,whichindirectlyrendersthe

diversityofanyotherformsofcourtshipinteractionsthatdepartfromsuchgendernorms

as・unnatural・.

ThesecondideologicalvalueimplicitlyperpetuatedbytheSDNisethnicendogamy.This

ismostapparentwhenweexaminearecurrentaspectofSDN・spublications,whichinvolves

theglorificationof・successful・coupleswhohaveeithermarriedorareinlong-term

relationships.Inallofsuchexamplespublished,bothpartnerswereofthesameethnicity

(SDN2012b,28).Whilethearticlesdonotexplicitlymentionethnicityasafactorbehindthe

couples・successfulunion,wefinditisnoteworthytoquestiontheideologicalimplications

behindthedecisiontoselectandhighlightonlyendogamouscouples;thisdespitethe

increasingsocialtrendofintermarriageamongdifferentethnicgroups(Departmentof

StatisticsSingapore2011).Theissueofmarriagesbetweenlocalsandforeignersalsotends

tobeconvenientlyglossedoverdespiteitsgrowingoccurrence.Themainimplicationtobe

fleshed outhereisthatwiththegrowingpercentageofinter-ethnicdivorces,the

JohanSUEN,XiangRuAmyTAN176



perpetuationofsuchdiscoursesthatignorethesocio-structuraltrendswouldcertainlynot

bringaboutanyconstructivechanges.

Anotherrelatedideologicalvaluetoincludeatthisjunctureissocio-economichomogamy,

whichhadbeenexplicitlyindicatedinthemembershipcriteriaatthestartofthestate・s

・socialdevelopment・initiatives,buthassincebecomeincreasinglyimpliedthroughoutthe

years.ThisisparticularlypronouncedinthepagesofDUET.A significantpartof

DUET・scontentprovides・opportunities・and・suggestions・foractivitiesthatsinglesmay

participateintomeettheirpotentialpartners.Entryfeesfortheseactivities,however,arefar

from nominalandaverageataround$50Singaporedollars.Theseactivitiesarecomple-

mentedwitharticlesstatingtheimportanceofkeepingarelationship・unique,funand

entertaining・(SDN2011b,3),whichideologicallyemphasizestheneedforconsumptionas

oneimperativefactorbehindmaintaininga・healthy・lifeasacouple.Wearguethatsuch

consumptionischaracteristicof・middle-class・socio-economicstatusesastheyinclude

activitiessuchas"NightPhotography@MarinaBay",whichrequiresparticipantstobring

theirownDSLRcamera(SDN2012a);tripstooverseaslocationssuchasthe・JetSkiSafari・

inBatam (SDN 2012b);andthe・IceCream andChocolateTasting・sessionsthatcost

SGD$59.Themainideologicalpremiseconstructedthroughsuchasub-textualassociation

betweenconsumptionandcourtshipisthatunionsshouldbebetweencouplesofthesame,

ifnotsimilarconsumptionpatternsandcapacity.

5.Legitimizingthemoralcontract:Themedicalizationofsinglehoodand

theotheringof・deviant・singles

AfterhavingoutlinedtheideologicalvaluesinherentinDUETandhowtheycontribute

towardstheconstructionaswellasperpetuationofamoralcontractforSingaporeansingles,

thissectionwillexaminethediscursiveimplicationsofthetendencytoframeasignificant

portionofSDN・spublishedcontentas・expertopinions・,whilealsostrategicallyincluding

・researchfindings・fromselectedexternaland・distinguished・scientificsourcesinorderto

legitimizetheaforementionedideologicalvalues.Asthemosteffectiveideologicalformsof

socialcontrolarethosethatareendorsedby・objectiveexperts・anddonthetrappingsof

moralneutrality(Zola1972,ascitedinCoxandMead1975,170),itisimperativethatwe

extractthemoralsignificancebeneaththemedico-scientificdiscourseoftheSDN.

Astrikingexampleofhowrelationshipissuesandsinglehoodingeneralisframedin

medico-scientifictermscanbefoundinthe・asktheexpert・columnscalled・AskDr.Love・,

whichconstituteastaplecomponentofDUET(seeAppendixB).Inthesecolumns,itis

interestingtonotethatthecredentialsoftheresidentexpertsprovidingtheadvicearealways

emphasized.Thusfar,ofthetwoindividualswhohavebeen・DrLoves・,oneholdsaPhD

inSocialWorkwhiletheotheristhevicepresidentandheadoftheresearchand
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developmentdepartmentofacharityforSingaporeanfamilies.However,inmostsituations,

the・solutions・theysuggesttotheindividualswhowriteinwiththeirproblemsappearto

resemblevalue-ladenopinionsthatarecouchedin・pragmatic・andmorallyneutral・expert

advice・.Inanexemplaryinstance,onefemalereaderhadaproblem withamanwho

seemedtohavelostininterestinherafterhavinggoneforaseriesofdates.Thereaderalso

mentionedthatshehadhadsexwiththeman.Theaccompanying・expertadvice・thatwas

publishedreadsasfollows:

DrLove:Whensexcomeseasyinarelationship,itshort-circuitsthechallengeand

excitementofapursuit,andinterfereswiththegrowthoftrustandrespectwithinthe

relationship.Besides,therearepeopleouttherewhoaresimplylookingforsexwithno

stringsattached.Itsoundsselfish,butthisguymayhavegottenwhathewantsand

mayhavenoreasontopursueyoufurtherorbecommittedtoyou.Iencourageyouto

refrainfromreciprocatinghissexualadvancesbecauseindoingso,youarecondoninghisactions

andgivinghimpermissiontocontinuetotreatyouthisway.Ifyou・relookingformeaningful

relationshipswiththeoppositegenderandwanttobepursuedasalady,itwouldbewiseto

guardyourheartandnotallowmentoemotionallymanipulateyouintogivingyourselfaway

soeasily.Itwouldbegoodtosethealthyphysicalboundariesandtakethingsslowlywhenyou

firstmeetsomeone.(Dr.Love2012b,36;emphasismine)

Theexcerptaboveischaracteristicofthemajorityofsolutionsprescribedby・Dr.Love・

toherreaders;couchingmoralisticideasinobjective,rationalandmedicalterms,through

theuseofphraseslike・healthyphysicalboundaries・and・meaningfulrelationshipswith

theoppositegender・.Suchamedico-moralapproachfacilitatesthediscursiveprocessof

individualization(Foucault2000),whichservestodepoliticizeproblemspertainingto

singlehoodbydissociatingthemfrombroadersocialissues,suchastheimpactofworkand

genderexpectations.Thisisprimarilyachievedbyattributingthemajorcausalfactors

behindtheriseofsinglehoodtothesinglesthemselves;specificallyinrelationtothem

possessingcertainattitudesthataredeemedtobenegativeintheeyesofthestateand

influentialmoralentrepreneurs.Thenumerous・understanding-yourself・quizzesaswellas

relationshipanddating・checklists・provideaptexamplesofhow certainattitudesare

profiledcategoricallyasbeingsubmissive,dominant,arrogantandmaterialistic,whichare

thenrankedaccordingtohowtheypositivelyornegativelyaffectrelationships.Eventhe

articlesfeaturingindividualmakeoversstronglyemphasize,inacelebratorymanner,

selectedattitudinalcharacteristicsthatwouldincreasetheirlevelofattractivenessbeyondthat

ofjustphysicalappearance.Conventionalgender-basednotionsarepresenthereaswellas

thewomenare・revamped・todisplay・femininity・,・elegance・,・cuteness・and・sexiness・,
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whilethemenareremadetoexude・confidence・,・edginess・,and・physicalfitness.・This

isapparentinthedescriptionsofthe・made-over・individuals(seeAppendixC),whichtend

tohighlightthepreferredphysicalactivitiesandtrainingregimesforthemenandforthe

women,specificphysicalattributes(・curvy・,・slim・,・long-legs・)becomethemainfocus.

Thusthesub-textualmessagetobegleanedherehastwomainmutually-reinforcing

premises;firstly,thatthestatusofsinglehoodisaproblematicone;secondly,thattheremust

besomethinginherentlywrongwitheithertheindividual・sappearance,behaviours,values

orevenperformanceofgenderroles;and thirdly,thattheindividualispersonally

accountableandresponsibleinbringingabouttherequiredchangestoresolvetheproblem.

Ideologicallycomplementingthede-politicizingnatureoftheindividualizationdiscourse

isthepoliticizationanddiscursiveframingofpersonal・risk・associal・danger・.Sucha

processimputesamorallynegativevalueintotherelativelyneutralconceptofrisk,thereby

transformingit・from aprobabilisticcalculusofchancetoapoliticsofriskasdanger・

(Douglas1992,22-25,ascitedinNye2003,119).Applyingthistoourdiscussion,the

discursivegenealogyoftheriseofsinglehoodperpetuatedbySDNasrepresentativesofthe

statecanbetracedtotheindividualsinglesthemselves,whoconstituteboththerootofthe

problemaswellasthesolution.Inotherwords,ifsingleschoosetoremainsingle,theyare

notonlyriskingtheirownfutures,butalsoendangeringthatoftheentiresocialbody.Inhis

expositionson・governmentality・,Foucault(1991,100)statesthatthemedicalization

discourseservedtheaimofgovernanceinstrategicallyaligningtheinterestsandwelfareof

eachindividualwiththatofthewiderpopulation.Thisthereforegrantedtheauthoritiesthe

righttoabridgethecivilrightsof・dangerous・individuals・inthenameofahigher

collectiveprincipleandwithamedicaljudgement・(Foucault2000,178-200;Pasquino1991,

235-250,ascitedinNye2003,119).ThisaptlyrelatestotheSingaporeancontextwherethe

individualizationdiscourseperformsakeylegitimatingroleforstatepoliciesthatexplicitly

marginalizesinglesinanattempttocurbtheirrisingnumbers.

6.Policyapproach:Encouragingmarriage,discouragingsinglehood

Oneofthesalientunintendedconsequencesofthegovernment・sferventattemptto

encouragemarriagesisthatsinglesarepenalizedforremainingstatusquoordelaying

marriageplans.Thisisevidentintwomainpolicyareasthatblatantlydiscountsingles:

(1)Housingpolicies

An overwhelming 85% ofSingaporeanslivein government-builtflats(Housing

DevelopmentBoard,HDB).Theseareheavilysubsidizedhousingandsupplyistightly

controlled and highlycompetitiveduetoland limitations.Singlehood isevidently

discouragedbytherulesofeligibilityforHDBflatspurchase・singlesmustbeovertheage
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of35tobeeligibletopurchasenewlybuiltflatgovernmentsubsidizedhousingasaco-owner

(eitherwithasiblingorparents)only.Inordertobethesoleowneroftheflat,thesinglecan

onlypurchasefromtheprivatemarketsorbuyresaleHDBflats(HDB2012),oftenatinflated

pricescomparedtothosewhoareeligiblefornewflats.Itisnotanexaggerationtoimply

thatsinglesarestructurallydisplacedanddiscriminatedwhentheyseefellowcitizensnot

toodifferentfromthemselvessavefortheirmaritalstatusgivenpriorityonthewaitlistfor

newHDBflatsandadditionalcashsubsidies.

(2)Enhancedmarriage&parenthoodpackage

TheMarriageandParenthoodPackagewasinitiatedin2001,thenenhancedin2004and

againin2008,eachtimeraisingthecashbonusesforsoon-to-beparentsandevengranting

to-be-wedstheadditionaltop-upgrantstotheprevailingCentralProvidentFunds(CPF)

housing grants(Family & Community Development@ eCitizen 2009).Singlesare

completelybypassedinthethesebenefitsastheyareofficiallyineligibleforthesebenefits.

Thediscriminationissobrazenthat,ironically,singlefemaleMembersofParliament

(MP)werecompelledtospeakupfortheircounterpartsonthisveryissueinparliamentin

2004.MsIndraneeThuraiRajah,anominatedMemberofParliamentwhoissingleherself,

iscognizantofthegovernmentsendingoutsignalsofits・strongpro-familystance・and

cautionedthatsinglewomen・agrowinggroupinsocietynow・would・feelalotof

pressurebecausetheygetthesensethatsomehow,itisnotrightforthemtobesingle・(The

StraitsTimes,Mar10,2004).Similarly,anotherMPMsIreneNgraisedconcernsabout

・goingoverboardwiththepro-familycampaign,asitcouldimplythat・youareafailureif

youdonothaveaspouseorafamily・・(TheStraitsTimes,Mar10,2004).MsNgfurther

suggeststhatifSingaporebecomesincreasinglyunwelcomingtosingles,that,mobileasthey

are,itcouldpotentiallypropelthemtoleavethecity,resultinginaneventualbrain-drainfor

thecountry.

Moreimportantly,thesesinglefemaleMPspointoutthatlonghoursatworkandwork

relatedstress(whichmay,inpart,beduetotheneedtocoverworkfortheirmarried

colleagueswhentheyareawayonmaternityleaveorchildcareleaveattimes),diminishes

thechancesandvigortosocializeduringtheirnon-workhours/days.Whilesucha

structuralinadequacyhasbeenraisedbothinparliamentandinthemediabefore,theState

continuallydisregardthepredicamentofsingles,andrepeatedlyattributingtheissuetothe

individual.Thisleadstooneofthemainconclusionsthatthispaperdrawsvis-・-visthe

basisfor・Othering・singleswhoarenotproactivelypursuingmarriageasalifegoal

becauseoftheirnon-adoptivepositioningtowardsestablishedgenderstereotypes,various

normsabouthavingthe・right・mindsetabout・love・,・better・timemanagementand/or

failingtopresentoneselfasdesirabletotheoppositesex.
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7.Thegapbetweenpolicesandthesocio-structuralfactorsaffectingtheriseof

singlehood・Thepoliticalcorollaryof・socialtripartism・

Thusfar,ouranalysishasfocusedonthestatediscourseonsinglehoodandtherelevant

socialpolicieswhileonlyhintingthatsignificantgapsexistbetweenthem andthe

socio-structuralrealitiesofsinglesinSingapore.Thissectionwillthereforeserveto

elaborateonthelatteringreaterdetail.

OneofthemainstructuralfactorsthatservetoescalatetheriseofSinglehoodinSingapore

isincreasedworkdemandsandworkstressresultinginlackoftimeand/energyforsingles

todate.OnelucidindicationisthenumberofhoursSingaporeansspendontheirjob.Itis

nocoincidencethatasurveyconductedbytheInternationalLabourOrganization(ILO)in

2008showedthatSingaporeworkersputinthelongesthoursatwork.Aninternationalpoll

of13economiesshowedthatSingaporealarminglysurpassedJapanandTaiwan・countries

traditionallyknowntohaveanotoriouslyhardworkingworkforce.TheILOreportaffirms

thatSingaporeansworkedanaverageof45.9hoursaweekin2008and46.3hoursaweek

in2007(Li2010).Thestudyintentionallysurveyedthisperiodasitwasatheightofaglobal

recession.Inspiteoftheeconomytakingadownturn,Singaporeansstillclockedmorehours

thanthelegallypermitted44hoursaweekundertheEmploymentAct.

Theissueofincreasingworkdemandsandstresstakingtimeawayfromsinglesisoften

sweptunderthecarpetastheStatediscursivelysituatestheresponsibilityforsolvingthe

nationalissueofSinglehoodprimarilywithinthe・peoplesector・,whichTan(2001,111)

arguesisapoliticaldevicedeployed・toavertalegitimatingcrisis・fortheStateby

deflectingaccountabilityforsocialissuesawayfromitselfaswellastheprivatesector,who

constitutetheothertwomembersofSingapore・s・socialtripartite・.Tan・sinsightsonthe

politicalcorollaryofsocialtripartisminSingaporearecrucialinunderstandingthelackof

politicalwillinimplementinglabourpoliciestoeffectchangesinlocalworkculture.Thisis

duemainlytothe・governmentality・thatperceivesthepublic,private,andpeoplesectorsas

discreteentitiesandhavingtheirownrespectiverolestoplayinthefunctioningofsociety.

Thus,anythingdeemedtobe・political・remainsthesoleprerogativeofthegovernment

(publicsector);whiletheeconomicandfinancial・duties・belongtothedomainofprivate

businesses,commerce,andfinancialsectors;andfinally,depoliticized・social・issues,such

astheriseofsinglehood,aredevolvedtothepeoplesector,whichconsistsofvoluntary,

grassroots,aswellascivicorganizations.Wepositthatapproachingsocialissuesinsucha

・siloed・andpoliticallyisolatedmannerwillbecomeproblematicinthelong-runsincethe

threeentitiesaresointrinsicallyintertwinedinreality.

Nevertheless,however,someamountofcreditshouldbegiventotheStateforpromoting

・work-lifeharmony・,forinstance,settinguptheWork-LifeWorks!(WoW!)Fundworth

S$10millionwhichwasintroducedtocarryoutstrategiesthatwould・enhancethequality
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ofworkplacessothatemployeeswouldbemoreengagedandproductive・(MCYS2007,

9).Inthesamebreath,maternityleaveisextendedto16weeksformotherswhoare

employed.Unfortunately,thesepoliciestendtobeskewedtowardswork-lifesupportfor

marriedindividualsorparents,hintingthatthestateseemstoadvocatethatwork-life

balanceisonlyimportantformarriedpeopleorparents.Thevariousschemesand

awarenesscampaignsarealltargetedatmarriedpeopleorparent,butrarelyatsinglesin

spiteofthefactthatsinglestooneedtimetofindapartnerandtimetodate.

Conclusion

Fromouranalysisthusfar,wehaveexpoundedontheideologicalprocessesinwhichthe

Singaporegovernmentdiscursively・others・singlesasameanstowardssecuringlegitimacy

foritsfamily-centricpolicies.Vitaltothis・othering・processistheperpetuationofan

・idealized・single・anindividualwhohasinternalizedthe・proper・normativevalues

concerningconventionalgenderrolesandexpectationsaswellasethnicandsocio-economic

homogamy.Throughtheuseofexpertopinionandscientificendorsement,individualsingles

thatdeviatefromthe・ideal・areeffectivelypresumedtobedeficientandarethereforein

needofsomeform ofcorrection.Ultimately,wecontendthatthestate-perpetuated

discourseandpoliciesarehighlydivorcedfrom thesocio-structuralrealitiesfacedby

singles,particularlyconcerningissuesandstressesinthedomainofwork.Thus,thefailure

oftheSingaporestate・s・governmentality・torecognizeandaddresstherootcausesnotonly

servestoexacerbatetheproblem ofrisingsinglehood,butalsocontributestowardsthe

marginalizationofasignificantandgrowingproportionofSingapore・sresidentpopulation.
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