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Startinginthe1970stheflowofimmigrantsarrivinginJapanacceleratedandthemix

changed,withanincreasingproportionfromAsia.Socialchangesresultedintheneedfor

alargenumberofforeigners,inparticularfor3K(Kitanai,KikenandKitsui)[dirty,

dangerousandhard]typesofworkduetocontinuedeconomicdevelopment,lowerbirth

ratesandreducedJapaneselaborforceresultingfrom increasedcollegepopulation.The

largenumberofimmigrantscontributestoJapanesesociety;ontheotherhand,the

immigrationflowalsocausessocialconcernsamongsttheJapanese.Inthiscontext,media

coveragemightbeinfluentialinreconstructingJapaneseperceptionsofforeigners.

ThispaperexamineshowthemediacoversChineseresidentsinJapanandconstructs

imagesofChineseduringaperiodofsocialchange.Themediacoverageisanalyzed

throughthreeapproaches:headline,bodytextandeditorialanalysis.Selectedyearsfrom

1988to2009arefocusedon,withanalysisofkeytopicsandcomparisonofcoverageof

Chineseversusotherethnicities.ThemediaanalyzedisAsahiShimbun,amajornewspaper

inJapan,withbackissuesresearchedthroughAsahiShimbunCD-ROM andNikkeiTelecom

21,thelargestJapanesenewsdatabase,witharticlesmanuallycategorizedandanalyzed

one-by-one.

Inunderstandingrepresentationsinthemediatwoimportantaspectsare:howthemedia

reflectssocietyandhow themediaaffectssociety.Althoughtheremightbeadialectic

relationship,thispaperfocusesonthesecondaspect.Thecomplementaryimportantissue

ofdecodingislefttofutureresearch.Althoughbroadercoveragewouldbebeneficial,

practicalconstraintsarisingfrommanualanalysisofarticlesone-by-oneledtoafocuson

selectedyearsandonemajornewspaper,AsahiShimbun.

Indiscussingrepresentationsofethnicity,thispaperconsiderstwotheoreticalframe-

works,thoseofStuartHallandPeterJackson.First,StuartHallargueshistorical,social,

political,economicalandculturalcontextscreate/recreatemeaningofrace;therefore,

meaningwillchangedependingonthosecontexts.Heargues,・Themeaningofracial

signifiersareneverfixed,butdependuponculturalcontext・.Therefore,raceislanguage

as・floatingsignifiers・.・ Healsoargues,・Powerandideologyattempttofixthemeaning
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ofimagesandlanguage・.Meaningcanonlybechangedbecauseitcannotbefinally

fixed.・2Hence,inexaminingtheJapanesemediacoverage,itisimportanttounderstandthe

Japanesecontextsuchassociety,politicsandhistoryandsoforth,becausethoseelements

createandrecreatemeaningofrace.Second,PeterJacksoninMapsofMeaning(1989)argues

thatlanguage,notjustmedia,constructsthemeaningofraceinsocietythroughuseof

language.・・Ideaofrace,ratherthanraceperse,toemphasizeit・ssociallyconstructedas

opposedtoitsbiologicallygivencharacter.・Inparticular,heexamineshowlanguagein

Englandexpressesculturalandpoliticalideasonrace.3Consequently,thispaperanalyzes

theuseoflanguage,suchaschoicesofwordsinheadlinesandtextsofarticles.Both

approachesfocusonhowpeopleandobjectsareencodedinmediaandlanguage.

Thefirstsectionofthispaperconsidersthesocialcontextofforeignethnicgroupsin

Japan,inparticulartheChinese.ThesecondsectionexaminesthemediacoverageofAsahi

Shimbunthroughthreecomplementaryanalyses,comparingcoverageofChinesewiththat

forotherforeignethnicities.ThepaperconcludesthatthequantityofcoverageofChinese

isdistinctlylarge,andChineserepresentationstendtobenegative,inparticularduetoa

largenumberofcrimereports.Thisindicatesthatthereasonforthenegativerepresentation

ofChineseisnotbecausetheyareforeigners,butbecausetheyareChinese.Themedia

tacitlycreatesmeaningofethnicity.Inparticular,themeaningofChineseiscreatedthrough

therepetitionofreportsandthereportingofdetailsofsituations,ratherthanbyuseof

particularlystronglanguage.

1.Background

Severalfactorsprovidethecontexttomediarepresentationofforeigners.Thealien

populationisincreasingandmorediverse,withregisteredforeignersabout1.5% ofthe

populationin2003.TheChinesenew-comerpopulationisincreasingfast.Thelargestgroup

offoreignersareKoreanbutdeclininginnumberduetoareductioninspecialpermanent

residents,old-comerswhocametoJapanbeforethe1952ImmigrationLaw.

Immigrationpoliciesarebasedonthe1952immigrationsystem.Theimportant1990

revisionfavoredskill-basedimmigration4 andspecifictypesofethnicimmigrants,in

particularJapanesedescendantsuptothethirdgeneration.Thishasallowedsecondand

thirdgenerationJapanesetomovetoJapan.Thishasfacilitatedreturnlegalmigrationfrom

Brazil(NikkeiBrazilians)andelsewhereinLatinAmerica,countriestowhichtheJapanese

hadimmigratedinthelate19thcentury,inpartastheJapanesegovernmentpromotedthis

asasolutiontooverpopulation.5

Thestudentimmigrationpolicyisalsosignificant,particularlyforChinese.In1983the

Nakasoneadministrationannounced the100,000ForeignStudentProject(Ry・gakusei

J・manninKeikaku):foreignstudentsreached109,508by2003,withlargeincreasesfrom
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China.6Ontheotherhand,someforeignlanguagestudentsstayedonasillegalworkers,7

witharoundhalfofillegalaliensoriginallyfromlanguageschools.8

Threeotheraspectsarepartofthebroadercontextshapingviewsofimmigrants.Oneis

thecontinuingcontroversiesbetweenJapanandcountriesthatsufferedfrom Japanese

war-timeactions,including:governmenttextbookcensorship,9comfortwomen,thePrime

Minister・svisittotheYasukuniShrine,ODAandsoforth.10

Second,concernsarisingfrom China・sfasteconomicdevelopment:1170% ofJapanese

considerChina・smilitaryandeconomicpowerafuturethreat.12Focusingonmassmedia,

Nanshengarguesthatthe・ChinaasaThreat・(・Ch・gokuky・iron・)concernintensifiedinthe

1990sastheJapaneselostself-confidenceduetothestagnatingpost-bubbleeconomy.13

Third,recentincreasinginternationalopenness,mainlyduetoeconomicdevelopment,led

toare-assertionofJapanesesenseofuniqueness(Nihonjinron:TheoriesofJapanese-ness)

andsometimesnationalism(e.g.,Befu1983;Miller1982).14 Relatedly,Ogumaarguesthat

post-warJapanesemediaemphasizes・Tanitsuminzoku Shinwa・(TheMyth ofthe

HomogeneousNation)asaformofprotection.Incontrast,beforethewarJapanesemedia

reportedtheassimilationofKoreanculture,eventhoughKoreansweresociallydiscrimi-

nated,onthebasisofJapanasamulti-ethnicsociety.15

2.MediaCoverageAnalysis

Withinthebroadercontextoutlinedabove,thissectiondiscussesanalysisofheadlines,

bodytextandeditorialsofthemediaonChineseinJapanfor:1988,1993,1998,2003and

2009.Headlinesshowtheoveralltrendstopicemphasis.Bodytextofarticlesindicateshow

themediarepresentstheChineseinJapan,throughexaminingtopicsandchoiceof

language.Editorialanalysishighlightsthenewspaper・soverallemphasis.Insummary,
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Table1.NumberofRegisteredForeigners

1988 % 1993 % 1998 % 2003 % 2009 %

Koreans 677,140 72.0 682,276 51.7 638,828 42.2 613,791 32.1 578,495 26.5

Chinese 129,269 13.7 210,138 15.9 272,230 18.0 462,396 24.1 680,518 31.2

Brazilians 4,159 0.4 154,650 11.7 222,217 14.7 274,700 14.3 267,456 12.3

Filipinos 32,185 3.4 73,057 5.5 105,308 7.0 185,237 9.7 211,716 9.7

Peruvians 864 0.1 33,169 2.5 41,317 2.7 53,649 2.8 57,464 2.6

Americans 32,766 3.5 42,639 3.2 42,774 2.8 47,836 2.5 52,149 2.4

Others 64,622 6.9 167,458 12.7 189,442 12.6 277,421 14.5 341,323 15.6

Total 941,005 100.01,320,748 100.01,512,116 100.01,915,030 100.02,183,121 100.0

Source:TheMinistryofJusticeofJapan,AnnualReportStatisticsofRegisteredForeignPopulation.



untilthelate1980sthemediacoveredChineseimmigrantsascontributorstoJapanese

societybutcoveragewasafterwardreconstructedwithnegativetones.

(1)HeadlineAnalysis

Headlinesareasummaryofarticlesandreaderspaythemsubstantialattention,hence

thissectionfocusesonwhetherstorieshaveaheadlinereferencetoChinese,asthisindicates

emphasisonethnicity.Choiceofwordsrevealswhichelementsthereportshighlight,such

aseventsthemselves,ethnicity,orimpact.OvertimereferencetoChineseintheheadline

hasincreased,inparticularhighlighting・theChinese・intheheadline,peakingintheearly

2000s.
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ThenumberofarticlesonChinesehasgenerallyincreased,thoughtheproportionwith

・Chinese・headlinesisfairlystablesince1993.Interestingly,theproportionofheadlines

thatrefertotheparticularethnicityisdistinctivelyhighalsoforBrazilians,butmuchlower

forothermajorethnicitiessuchasKoreans,FilipinosandAmericans.

AmongstfivelargestforeignethnicgroupsinJapan(Koreans,Chinese,Brazilians,

FilipinosandAmericans),from 1988to1993allhadanincreaseintheproportionof

headlinesthatrefertoethnicity.Since1993thereareavarietyofpatterns:theChinesehave

beenincreasinglyemphasized,andtheBrazilianshavebeenrecentlyhighlighted.

(2)BodyTextAnalysis

Thispartconsidersthecontentsofthearticlesexaminedinthepreviouspart,and

categorizesthemintogenres,suchascrimes,foreignstudents,socialactivitiesandsoforth.

Thecategorizationwasdonemanuallybylookingateacharticleindividually.Thebodytext

analysisrevealsthetypeofcoverageoftheChinese.

1988:ThetopicsofcoveragewerelimitedtoprimarilyChinesestudents(75%ofcoverage),

withnextlargestculturalcontributionandcrimes(at6% each).Chinesestudentswere

positivelyportrayed,asdiscussedbelow.Inshort,thetopicswerefewandthemajorityof

reportswerepositivelyrepresented.
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1993:Ascomparedto1988,thetopicsweremorevariedandcoverageofcrimesstandsout

increasingfrom6%ofstoriesin1988to64%in1993.CoverageofChinesestudentsdropped

from75%ofarticlesin1988to17%in1993,althoughstillthesecondlargesttopic.Even

thoughthecoverageofwartimeissues,lawsuitsregardingimmigrationandmixedmarriage

werestillminor,thesetopicsstartedtobecovered.

1998:Crimecoveragewasintenselyhighlighted(81%ofarticles);allothertopicshadlimited

coverage.Positiveaspectssuchasculturalcontributionwereamere3%ofstories.Overall,

ChinesecoverageshiftedfromtherelativelypositivetomorenegativeimagesasChinese

crimecoveragedominatedChinesecoverage.

2003:Crimecoveragecontinuedtooccupyasimilarpositionasin1998,morethan10times

largerthancoverageofChinesestudents.AlthoughChinesepracticaltraineesandstudents

slightlyincreasedversus1998,inpartthisisbecausesomepracticaltraineesandstudents

committedcrimeswhileinJapan.WithinChinesecrimecoverage,themainthemewas

generalcrimes,47%;nextillegalentriesandover-stayers,23%;andthenmurders,8%.

Positiveaspectswerealsoreportedinonly3%ofarticles,forexampleanarticleonthefirst
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appointmentofaChinesedoctoratprestigiousKyotoUniversity.However,inshort,the

Chineseimmigrantswereportrayedwithanintensecrimeimage.

2009:Ascomparedtoprioryears,awidevarietyofthemeswerecovered.Crimeremains

thelargest,butaccountingforamuchlowerproportionofarticles.Theoveralltoneofthe

articlesismoreneutralandpositiveasincludinggreatercoverageofeconomicandcultural

cooperation.

Insummary,thecategoriesofcoveragewerelimitedin1988andbecamemorediverse.

Coverageofcrimesincreasedintheearly1990sandthenremainedhighuntil2009.The

totalcoverageofChinesestudentsandcrimeswasalmostconstantformanyyears,at

around80�85%.Althoughreportsofstudentsin1988weremainlypositive,thoseinlater

periodstendedtobenegative.Onereasonistheincreasedreportingoncrimecases

committedbyChinesestudents.Inshort,mediacoverageofChineseshiftedtoanegative

perspectiveforanextendedperiodoftime,withhighlightingofcrimes,butmostrecently

hashadamorebalancedcoverage.
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(3)EditorialAnalysis

Editorialsarepotentiallyinfluentialasrepresentingopinionsofthenewspaperandare

placedonthefrontpagetoattractreaderattention.Althoughthenumberofeditorialsthat
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referstoChinesehasnotchangedmuch,thecontenthaschangedovertime.

In1988foureditorialscontainthekeywordChinese,andonereferstoChinesestudents

inJapan:・AChinesedocumentaryinChina・;・AwarhistoryontheWWIImemorialdayon

August15th・;・DiplomaticrelationswithJapanandChina・;・ThePoliticalSituationin

China・.OneeditorialarguedthatamicablerelationswithChinaarecrucialforpeacein

Asia;hence,JapanshouldmakesteadyeffortstowardstrustworthyrelationswithChina.

TheoveralltonewaspositivetowardsChinesestudents,asconsideredabridgebetween

JapanandChina.

In1993seveneditorialsreferredtoChinese,andonewasrelatedtotheChineseinJapan:

・Mao・sPopularityinChina・;・IssuesofJapaneseDescendantsinChina・;・Disaster

PreventionontheDayofthe70thanniversaryoftheGreatKantoEarthquake・;・English

EducationinJapan・;・HumanRightsinChina・;・ChineseRecoveryfromitsDefectsledby

DevelopmentsofitsMarketEconomy・;・ChinesePoliticalandEconomicalRelationswith

Taiwan・.OneeditorialeffectivelyusestheChineseasarolemodel,contrastingChinese

student・sabilitytospeakEnglishtotheJapaneseandcallingforrevisionofEnglish

educationinJapan.

In1998,twoeditorialsreferredtoChinese:・・Transparent・politicalsystem strengthens

trustbetweenJapan-China・and・QuittingtheIdea・IdonotdoeventhoughIknowIhave

todo.・・ThesecondarticlewasaboutJapanesestudentswhotrytoimprovethenatural

environmentandhowChinesestudentsinJapansupportedthem.

In2003,fiveeditorialsreferredtoChinese.TheyrelatedtoChineseeconomy,wartime

issues,andescapingfromNorthKoreatoChina.TwoofthemreferredtoChineseinJapan.

Chinesestudentstendedtobenegativelyportrayed:・StudyMore,ForeignStudents・.The

othereditorialwas・WorkingwithChina:ChangeIdeas・03・,whichsaidthattheJapanese

wouldhavetolearntoworkwiththeChinesegiveneconomicexpansionandwouldnotbe

abletosay,・HavingAsiansasourbossesisahumiliation.・ThisdemonstrateshowJapanese

nationalisticsentimentgeneratesconflictasChinaemerges.

Inshort,editorialsthatcoveredtheChineseinJapanconcentratedonChinesestudents.

Thetonechangedovertheperiodfrom positivetowardsnegative,from contributorsto

improvingChina-JapanrelationsandJapanesesocietytoillegalimmigrantsandeconomic

competitors.

3.ComparingChinesewithKoreans,BraziliansandFilipinosin2003

ThissectioncomparesthemediacoverageofKoreans,BraziliansandFilipinosinJapanin

2003,andthencontraststhiswithcoverageofChinese.16Theyear2003wasselectedasthere

werenosymbolicnationaleventsthatmayaffectthenumberandcontentofreports.
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(1)HeadlineAnalysis:Theoverallnumberofarticlesreferringtotheethnicitieswas2,704

ofwhich576hadaheadlinereferencetoethnicity.

TheChineseforeignpopulationwas29%ofthefourethnicities,butitsshareofnews

reportswasmorethandouble,at58%.Also,theproportionofarticlesthatexplicitly

referredtoethnicityintheheadlinevariedsignificantly:highestforChinese(70% of

articles)andBrazilian,andleastvisibleforFilipinos.

(2)BodyTextAnalysis:First,coverageofKoreanswasmixed.Murdersrepresented24%of

stories;socialactivitiesandculturalcontributions,20%;crimes,20%;violationofthe

immigrationlaw,18%;foreignstudents,7%;andmeetingsandeventsrelatedtowartime

Japan,6.7%.MurdercoveragewasallaboutKoreansthathadkilledKoreans.Mostofsocial

andculturalactivitieswereaboutKoreanethnicgatherings(e.g.,eventsatKoreanethnic

schools).AnotherthemewaspoliticalrelationsbetweenJapanandNorthKorea.

Braziliancoveragecanbedividedintotwomajorcategories.Crimecoverageincluded

49%ofreportsonlightcrime,suchasrobberyatconveniencestores,and14%onmurder

cases,inwhichmurderersandvictimsweremainlybothBrazilianimmigrants.Culturaland

socialactivitiesaccountedfor24% ofreports,including10% onsoccer:Brazilianswere

representedasimmigrantswhomJapaneseandlocalgovernmentsupportedandinvolved

inlocalsociety.

Filipinocoverageincluded36%ofarticlesoncrime,includingmurder,illegalbusiness,

andsmugglingofstimulants.Thesecondlargestcoverage,21%ofarticles,wasonillegal

entriesandworkers.Thenextlargestcategory,with14% ofarticles,reportedonhow

FilipinosliveinJapanesesocietythroughintroducingtheiractivities.
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Table2.TheNumberofForeigners,ArticlesandHeadlinesReferringtoEthnicity

in2003

Ethnicity PopulationinJapan Articles
Articleswithheadline
referringtoethnicity

Number % mix Number % mix Number % mix

Koreans 625,422 42% 681 25% 83 14%

Chinese 424,282 29% 1,561 58% 402 70%

Brazilian 268,332 18% 293 11% 76 13%

Filipinos 169,359 11% 169 6% 15 3%

Total 1,487,395 100% 2,704 100% 576 100%



(3)EditorialAnalysis:OneexamplewasaboutBraziliansandKoreansreportingonthehigh

schoolbaseballgameseasonduringthesummerwiththetitle・GotoHotGround:High

SchoolBaseballTournament.・Itexplainedhowtheforeignhighschoolstudentscontributed

totheirteams,andhowbaseballculture,originallyfromtheU.S.,hasbecomeoneofthe

majorJapanesesports.Inparticular,itmentionedthat,・BaseballinBrazil,wheresocceris

extremelypopular,isJapaneseculturethatNikkeiBrazilianshavesupported・andthose

Nikkeiparticipatedactivelyinthesummerhighschoolbaseballgametournaments.Italso

describeshowaKoreanstudentfromKyotoKoreanSchooladdressedthecrowdbeforethe

gamewithaspeechinKorean.

Insummary,thereweresignificantdifferencesincoverageofthethreeethnicities,as

comparedtoChinese.First,intermsofthenumberofarticles,Chinesecoveragedominated

andChineseethnicitywasmuchmoreemphasized.KoreansandBrazilianswereless

emphasizedandFilipinoswereinvisible.Second,KoreansandBrazilianstendedtobe

portrayedwithapositiveperspective;ontheotherhand,thecoverageofChineseand

Filipinosfocusedonthenegativeaspects,suchascrime.Hence,Chinesecoveragewas

distinctiveintermsofthequantityofarticles,emphasisonethnicity,andproportionof

negativecoverage.

4.CoverageofKeyTopics

Thissectionconsidershowthecoveragechangedovertimeofsomekeytopics.

(1)ChineseStudentsinJapan

RegardingChinesestudents,thecontentofthecoveragewaspositivein1988astheywere

considereddiligentstudentsandbridgesforgoodChina-Japanrelations.Thearticles

supportedJapanesefinancialhelptoChinesestudents,giventhedifferenceincurrency

value.
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Table3:EthnicitiesandTitlesofEditorials

Ethnicity TitleofEditorialandDate

Chinese StudyMore,ForeignStudents(11/5)

WorkingwithChina:ChangeIdeas(1/14)

Korean Don・tDisperseFamilies-RestrictionofForeigners(11/09)

Mercyfor44Years:Escapingfrom NorthKorea(1/31)

ReacttoRefugee・sWishes(2/20)

KoreanandBrazilian GotoHotGround:HighsSchoolBaseballTournament(8/17)



Incontrastin1998themediafocusedoncoveringthoseChinesestudentswhocameusing

fakestudentvisasforworkingpurpose.Anarticleon6thJunesaid,・・・Aftertheharshlife,

foreverhappylifewillcome.・・,claimingthiswasthereasonwhyChineseforeignstudents

cametoJapan.Also,80%offoreignstudentswereChineseand70%ofthemhadapart-time

job,andthat・theirgoalwastowork,nottostudy・.・

In2003,thearticlestendedtoidentifyChinesestudentsasthosepeoplewhocameto

Japanwiththepurposeofcommittingcrimes.Mostarticlesdidnotmentionthatthe

ChinesewhodidcommitcrimeswereaverysmallproportionoftheChinese:though

readersmayknow this,theynonethelessmayreceivenegativeimagesregardingthe

Chineseingeneral.

In2009theoverallcoverageisaboutaspectsofChinesecultureandfollowupreportson

amurdercasebyChinesestudentsinJapan.Althoughthetopicsareamixofpositiveand

negativeaspects,theintensityofChinesestudentcoveragedecreases.

Insummary,thereportsonChinesestudentshavegenerallyshiftedfrom focusingon

positivetonegativeaspectssuchascommittingcrimes,illegallyworking,andthen

over-stayingasillegalworkersaftergraduatingfromschool.

(2)ChineseCrimes

From1988to2003thenumberofarticlesaboutChinesecrimesdramaticallyincreased68

times.Beforethelate1990sthemediatendedtousetheterm・foreigncrimes.・Usageofthe

term・Chinesecrime・(Ch・gokujinhanzai)waszerountiltheearly1990s.However,sincethe

late1990s,・Chinesecrime・hasbecomeastandardterm,andmediausethisandsoidentify

ethnicity.Inaddition,ifthecriminalscamefromFujianprovinceinChina,thisregionwas

mentioned.Incontrast,・Koreancrime・appearedonlyonetimefrom1975to2003.
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Recently,themediahasstartedtospecifythedifferenttypesofChinesecrimes.For

example,thearticlesrefertospecifictermssuchas・Picking,・・Samnt・nMawashi・and

・Yakiwari・toexplainthemethodsusedinChineserobberiestobreakintoprivate

residences:28articlesusedtheterm・picking・intheirbodyreportsin1999,however,this

increasedto358in2000and633in2001.Overall,themediarepeatedChinesecrimereports

withmoredetaileddescriptionswithoutusinganystrongadjectives,suchas・brutal・,

・terrible・andsoforth.Hence,theJapanesewereabletoformdetailedChinesecrimeimages

throughthisinformation.In2002thetotalnumberofforeigncrimesincreased17.8%and

thatofJapanesecrimes18.5%inoneyear.17Onbalance,theincreaseinChinesecrimedoes

notseemtoexplainthedegreeofemphasisonChinesecrimeinthemedia.Indeed,most

recentlycrimehasaccountedforasmallerproportionofcoverage.

(3)ComparisonofCoverageofJapaneseandChineseMurderCases

Thissectioncomparestwocasesofwholefamiliesbeingmurdered,onebyChineseand

theotherbyJapanese.AsahiShimbuncontinuouslyreported,with141reports,forthe

Chinesemurdercase.Itdidnotreportobviousracialcriticism.SinceAugust1st2003,when

thepoliceagencysuggestedthatthemurderersmaybeChinese,thecoveragestartedto

includetermssuchas・Chinese/China・,・foreignstudent・,andtheChinesenamesof

suspects/murderersintheirheadlinesandreached75%ofthecoveragethatincludedthese

words.Reportstriedtoexplainthebrutaldetails.Forexample,onereportquotedthestory

thatthefatheraskedthemurdererstosavehisdaughter.However,themurdererjust

ignoredtherequestandkilledthedaughterinfrontofthefatherinordertostealasmall

amountofmoney.OntheotherhandAsahiShimbunreported44timesontheJapanese

murdercase.Thearticlesprovidedbasicinformationaboutthisincident,butnotasdetailed

asintheChinesecase.Thusthemaindifferenceacrossthecasesisthesignificantdifferences

inthelevelsofdetailsprovidedwhichcontributestoconstructingimagesandunderstand-

ingofthecases.

Insummary,theshifttowardsmorenegativecoverageofChineseisevidentnotjustinthe

numberofarticlesbutalsointhetypeofcontent,withmuchuseofdetailedexplanations

providingadditionalemphasisontheChinese.

5.PossibleFactorsAffectingRepresentationofChineseinJapan

(1)GovernmentInterpretationandPressClub

Accordingtothe2002WhitepaperofNationalPoliceAgency,foreigners・crimeswerefew

comparedtoJapanesecrimes,butincreasingatafasterrate.Thewholeforeigncrimesection

inthewhitepaperidentifiedonlytwoethnicities:ChineseandBrazilians.Theonly

examplesgivenofforeigncrimeswereChinesecases.Forexample,thefirstparagraphof
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theforeigners・crimesectionwarnedthat・・Foreigncrimegroupssuchasthosemadeup

ofChineseareespeciallyconspicuous・・Also,・FiveChinesestudentsbrokeintohouseand

wounded/killedtwopeople.Oneofthevictimswasaguardianforoneoftheseyouths・18

whichemphasizestheChineseasviolentandungrateful.Eventhoughthereaderswould

knowthatnotallChinesearelikethis,theimagescouldremain.

Themediacoveragereflectsgovernmentperspectives.Japanesemediareceivesmost

governmentrelatedinformationfromthegovernmentpressclub(kishakurabu).Thusifthe

governmentidentifiestheethnicitiesthenoftenalsothemedia.Thegovernmentprovides

moredetailedinformationonforeigncrimeinformation,inparticularonChinesecrimes;

however,theydonotcriticizeChinesecrimecases.Itcouldbesaidthatthegovernmentand

themediasilentlystimulateanti-ChinesesentimentamongsttheJapanese,aswellas

warningthatsocietyhasbecomeinsecure.

(2)Journalists

Accordingtotheauthor・sinterviewofachiefreporterfortheseriesof・NipponnoAnzen・

(SecurityinJapan)ofAsahiShimbunthatranthroughout2004,thelargeramountofChinese

crimecoverageisjustinresponsetohigherreaderattention,whichreflectstheincreasing

Chinesecrimerate.HealsosaysthatthemediadoesnotportraynegativelytheChinese

immigrantsandstudents,withnodifferenceonhowtoreportacrossnationalities.19An

editorofAsahiShimbunarguesthatthewayofreportingdoesnotdifferentiateacross

ethnicities,althoughthereisatendencyforacertainethnicitytoperformacertaintypeof

crime,suchasChinesestudents・crimes,Koreanpickpocketsoperatinginlargegroups,or

Iranian・sforgedtelephonecards.Forexample,Chinesestudentsarenotnegatively

represented.CoverageofChinesecrimesreflectsthesizeofChineseimmigrantcommunity

andthenumberofcrimes,notbecausetheyareChinese.Also,Japanesecrimestendtobe

moresubtleanddiscreet;however,Chinesecrimestendtobemoreviolentandthevictims

arenormalJapanesepeople.Therefore,theaverageJapanesepersonfeelsthreatened.20

Inshort,journalistsarguethattheChinesearenotdifferentiatedfromotherethnicitiesin

termsofcoverage.Chinesecrimesarereportedjustbecausethenumberofcrimeshas

increased.However,asseenintheprevioussection,・Chinese・areapparentlymuchmore

emphasizedascomparedtootherethnicitiesthroughtherepeatingofChinesecrime

coverageandthereportingofdetailswhenreferringtoChinese.Hence,thissuggests

journalistsunconsciouslycreatethenegativeperspectiveoftheChinese.

Conclusion

Asdiscussed earlier,therecentpoliticaland economicaldevelopmentsin China

potentiallythreatensomeJapanese,and,togetherwiththehistoricalrelationandissues
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betweenChinaandJapan,mayaffectmediarepresentationofChineseinJapan.In

particular,themeaningofChineseiscreatedthroughrepeatingreportsandreportingthe

detailsofsituations,ratherthanusingparticularlystronglanguage.Thistacitlycreatesthe

meaningoftheethnicity.TheargumentsofHallandJacksonareusefultoconsiderthe

JapanesemediarepresentationofChinese.First,asHallargues,IfindthatintheJapanese

media,politicalandmediapowertogetherwithJapanesehomogeneitytacitlyconstructthe

meaningoftheracialimageofChinesethroughfocusonethnicityandpatternofcrime

coverage.However,Hall・sargumentislesshelpfultoexaminepreciseaspectsandtopics

coveredbecausehearguesfromanoverallperspectiveratherthanwithregardtospecific

aspectsandtopics.Second,Jacksonsaysthatlanguagecreatesmeaningofrace.Hefocuses

onexplicitlanguagesuchasusagesandexpressionsofwordsthathavestrongmeanings.

However,theJapanesemediarepeatsnegativefactscommittedbyChineseratherthan

usingexplicitnegativewordstoabusethem.Chinesenegativerepresentationshavebecome

moreprominent,startingintheearly1990s,butby2009therearesomeindicationsitmay

bechanging.MeaningsofChineseisnotfixedbutcontested,negotiatedatthejunctureof

history,politics,economics,socialandculturalrelations.
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Hirabayashi(Stanford:StanfordUniversityPress,2002),6�18.AndreaVasishth,・AModelof

Minority・inJapan・sMinorities,ed.MichaelWeiner(LondonandNewYork:Routledge,1997).

6 AsahiShimbun,11November2003.

7 HiroshiKomai,NihonnoGaikokujinImin(Tokyo:Akashishoten,1999),29.

8 HomareEndo,・NihonnoRyugakuseiUkeireseisakuOyobiChugokujinRyugakuseinoGenjyoto

HatenseinikansuruKosatsu・(http://www.obirin.ac.jp/unv/plan/siryousyu/endo.pdf).

9 JeffKingston,JapaninTransformation1952�2000(Harlow:Longman,2001),45�49.

10 TheMinistryofForeignAffairsofJapan(http://www.mofa.go.jp).YWakamiya,ThePostwar

ConservativeViewofAsia(Tokyo:LTCBInternationalLibraryFoundation,1999).

11 AlanLawrance,ChinaUnderCommunism(NY:Routledge,1998),82�93.

12 TokyoYomiuriShimbun,27September2002;GendaiChugokuLibrary[databaseonline],accessed1

November2004 (http://www.panda.hello-net.info/keyword/a/oda.htm);YomiuriShimbun,11

HirokoUMEGAKI96



September2002;andAsahiShimbun,27September2002.
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