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4. TPaul Simon ¥4 VEZE] 1TOW T
(Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act: Commission
on the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship Program)

4.1. Senator Paul Simon Award for Campus Internationalization

The 2009 Senator Paul Simon Award Competition is now open. To nominate your
institution, complete the Internationalizing the Campus nomination form and submit
it by E-mail along with your essay.

Nominate your institution for the Senator Paul Simon Award for Campus
Internationalization. To read more information, tips, and essays of previous recipients,
view the nomination criteria.

In addition, up to three campuses will be selected for program/area spotlights
describing specific institutional aspects of strength and innovation in the
internationalization arena.

2008 Simon Award Winners for Campus Internationalization
* Goucher College
* Nebraska Wesleyan University
* Pittsburg State University
* University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
* Valparaiso University

2008 Spotlighted Schools
* Colorado State University
* Miami Dade College
* Webster University

4.2. Lincoln Commission's Report
(http://www.nafsa.org/public_policy.sec/public policy document/study abroad 1/lincoln ¢
ommission report)

The commission, based on the vision of the late Senator Paul Simon, outlines the
current position of study abroad, the challenges that lie ahead, and makes detailed
recommendations for a national undergraduate study abroad fellowship program to
dramatically increase and diversify study abroad participation in the United States.

The goals of the program outlined in this report are to:
1. Create a more globally informed American citizenry

. Increase participation in quality study abroad programs

. Encourage diversity in student participation in study abroad

. Diversify locations of study abroad, particularly in developing countries

. Create an innovative partnership with higher education to open more doors
for study abroad

. Internationalize U.S. higher education by making study abroad a cornerstone
of undergraduate education.
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4.3. Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act
(http://www.nafsa.org/public policy.sec/commission on the abraham/)

Senator Simon's Vision

- . “

Simon Study Abroad Act
The Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act of 2007 (H.R. 1469 and S. 991)
has gained strong bipartisan support in Congress and has been endorsed by more than
35 higher education and educational exchange organizations.

Program Goals

Establish an innovative public-private partnership to create
a more globally informed American citizenry by -

+ Increasing participation in quality study abroad programs.

+ Encouraging diversity in student participation in study abroad.

+ Diversifying locations of study abroad, particularly in developing countries.
+ Making study abroad a cornerstone of today's higher education.

The Legislation

The Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act of 2007 (H.R. 1469, S.991) is a
visionary bill to address today’s need for more Americans to know more about the rest
of the world as a basic part of their undergraduate education. By numbers ranging
from 77 percent to more than 90 percent, Americans believe that it is important for
their children to learn other languages, study abroad, attend a college where they can
interact with international students, learn about other countries and cultures, and
generally be prepared for a global age, according to a national survey conducted by
Lake Research Partners and the Tarrance Group.

The concept of the legislation (H.R. 1469, S.991) is based on the vision of the late
distinguished Senator Paul Simon and establishes the recommendations put forth by
the Commission on the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship Program. This
legislation creates a national program that will establish study abroad as the norm,
not the exception, for undergraduate students.

This legislation (H.R. 1469, S.991), once signed into law, will authorize the creation of
the Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation and will define the goals and
objectives of the study abroad program. Once the foundation and program are

authorized, specific funding levels will be determined through a separate
appropriations process.




Congressional Action

February 13, 2008

The Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act (H.R. 1469) was voted favorably out of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. The bill, as passed in the committee,
incorporates some technical changes as well as a few minor substantive changes,
including: reducing the compensation of the Foundation’s CEO; adding new
requirements related to streamlining administrative costs; and setting up a GAO
review of the program in two years. Read Sen. Durbin's press release.

The bill will now go to the full Senate for a vote.

December 19, 2007

As the first session of the 110th Congress wraps up and action on the Simon Study
Abroad Act has been completed in the House, Representative Lantos (D-Calif.)
declares the Simon legislation one of the major successes of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee in 2007. Read his press release.

Senators Durbin (D-I11.) and Coleman (R-Minn.), the bill's sponsors in the Senate, are
working hard to ensure that the bill will be enacted in 2008.

June 5, 2007

The House of Representatives voted unanimously to pass, as amended, H.R. 1469, the
Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act of 2007.

Read more.

March 27, 2007

Senators Richard Durbin (D-I11.) and Norm Coleman (R-Minn.), along with 20 other
original cosponsors, introduced the Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act
of 2007 (8.991). The legislation, which is nearly identical to the House bill, was
referred to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

Read more.

March 27, 2007
The Simon Study Abroad Act, H.R. 1469, was reported unanimously out of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee without amendment.

March 12, 2007

U.S. Representatives Tom Lantos (D-Calif.) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Fla.)
introduced H.R. 1469, Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act of 2007,
named after the late Senator Paul Simon, whose vision inspired the creation and
work of the Lincoln Commission.

Read more.
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