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Mondada, Lorenza Conventions for multimodal transcription
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The 31st “Contrastive Study for Japanese and
Other Languages,” organized by the Contras-
tive Japanese Division, was held on Saturday,
December 12th, 2020, from 2:00 to 5:50 p.m. via
Z0OM.

Presentations by YAMAMOTO Kyosuke (Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies; linguistics, Philippine
and Papuan languages) and SHIMAHARA Koichi
(Tokyo University of Foreign Studies; Japanese
pedagogy, discourse analysis), were followed by a
lecture by MORIGUCHI Tsunekazu (Shizuoka Uni-
versity; Linguistics, Philippine-Formosan languag-

es).

“Indexing and Valency of the Aiku Language”
YAMAMOTO Kyosuke

The Aiku language is spoken in the Sandaun
Province in northwestern Papua New Guinea and
belongs to the Torricelli language family. The Torri-
celli languages comprise the largest language family
in the region with about 50 languages, many of
which including Aiku are undescribed.

This presentation described how the relationship
between a verbal predicate and its noun phrase ar-
guments is morphologically expressed in the Aiku
language in Papua New Guinea. In Aiku, the role

of an argument is assigned by the indexes of the

3

verbal predicate. Aiku verbal morphology in terms
of representing the information about arguments is
characterized as follows: intransitive verbs have one
index while transitive verbs have two, and transitive
subjects (A) are indexed by prefixes, as is the case
with intransitive subjects (S).

As for the syntactic and semantic status of the
indexation, the index of an object has the same
number, grammaticality, and person as the prefix
indexing the subject. Though typically realized by
a suffix, the object indexation is realized through
suppletion for a certain number of stems, which
marks the difference from the subject indexation

that is constantly realized by a prefix. From above,



a conclusion can be drawn that the morphosyntactic
alignment of Aiku is nominative-accusative. (YA-

MAMOTO Kyosuke)

“A Conversation Analysis of ‘Answering in Pairs’
in Japanese Discussions”

SHIMAHARA Koichi

The past few years have seen an increase in the
number of courses called international co-curricular
or multicultural co-curricular at Japanese universi-
ties. Based on the idea of “students’ cultural diver-
sity as a potential educational resource,” Japanese
and international students are expected to acquire
intercultural competency through mutual learning.

The presentation described how the students
achieve “answering in pairs” in international co-cur-
ricular education, using their group discussion as
the study subject, which is often integrated into such
curricula.

The data were collected from the discussion in
Japanese by Japanese and international students in
a simulated international co-curricular class super-
vised by researchers from May to July 2018.

From the data available to the researchers, it can
be assumed that the participants achieve “answering
in pairs” to a given question by looking to a third
person for confirmation when they have sufficiently
projected what they intend to say.

It has been reported that international co-curric-
ular education tends to focus too much attention
on nationality-based cultures and thereby prone to
stereotyping. However, presenting the “culture” of
one’s own group while confirming with other partic-
ipants can be described as a strategy to prevent such

stereotypes. (SHIMAHARA Koichi)
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“A Contrastive Study on ‘Subject’ between Phil-
ippine-Formosan Languages and Japanese”

MORIGUCHI Tsunekazu

“Attention” was a crucial key to survival for the
ancient human hunter-gatherers. The “word order
topic,” “focus theme,” and “subject” in the grammar
of accusative languages are thought to be the forms
of linguistically developed and applied “attention.”

What our senses perceive are such as “presence,”

” <

“state,” “movement,” “transition,” “halt,” and “in-
fluence.”

In this presentation, the focus is on “subject”
and “focus theme” as linguistic concepts based on
“attention.” The former is related to “attention” to
external events that we perceive and put into a sen-
tence or verbify, while the latter to “attention” in the
flow of a sentence. This seems to be the governing
“principle” of the accusative languages. However,
an analysis of the exceptions to this rule revealed the

following:

1) Subject and focus topic are based on the same
principle common to Philippine-Formosan languag-
es and Japanese, an accusative language. The differ-
ence is the operating rules.

2) An examination of the exceptional examples
in (1) reveals that they have common base meanings
such as ergativity, activeness, and expressions of
emotion. A different set of rules is involved in each
language. An analysis of the Japanese exceptions re-
veals that they are the result of the following steps:
1. the base meaning is expressed with an embedded
structure, 2. the embedded structure is applied gram-
matical transformations, and 3. the erasure of the
relational parts

3) On the other hand, Philippine-Formosan lan-

guages use pseudo verbs, which do not have verb
changes, and a special affix, ma-, to express a state.
4) Japanese can express emotional status employ-
ing embedded structures. The emotional status is
expressed in the main clause by using passive voice

and serial verb construction.

The conclusion from this tentative analysis is
that languages are not strictly categorized as erga-
tive languages, active languages, and accusative
languages, or a mixture or split version of the three.
Each language has its main and complementary
structures. In accusative languages, they appear as
exceptional “subject” and “focus theme.” Japanese
signals them with passive voice and serial verbs,
while in Philippine-Formosan languages, they are
expressed by pseudo verbs and affixes. (MORIGU-
CHI Tsunekazu)

The lecture was attended by about 60 people, fol-
lowed by a lively question and answer session.

(Contrastive Japanese Division)
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“Critical Discourse Studies as Social Practice”
Lecture (via Zoom) December 21st, 2020, 3:00 —
6:00 p.m.

The lecture was titled “Critical Discourse Stud-
ies as Social Practice.” While language studies
usually seek generalizations and regularities in the
language itself, Critical Discourse Studies (CDS)
aims to visualize the underlining intentions and
ideologies of power holders embedded in language
use from a clearly articulated standpoint.

We welcomed two lecturers, NORO Kayoko and
NAJIMA Yoshinao, who have published numerous

works on CDS of Japanese.

“What Motivates Critical Discourse Studies”

NAJIMA Yoshinao (University of the Ryukyus)

NAJIMA began his lecture by introducing Van
Dijk’s definition of Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA): CDA refers not to a specific approach but
to a critical attitude adopted by academics (2010).

NAJIMA experienced the Great East Japan
Earthquake during his tenure at Tohoku Univer-
sity. And as he volunteered for disaster relief and
reconstruction, he felt the gap between the reality
and the media coverage of the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant accident and radioactive con-
tamination at the time. This realization opened his
eyes to the existence of power and its control over
the general public.

CDS analyzes discourse practices of power
holders, exposes their control, and through this,
aims to solve social problems sometimes by mak-
ing recommendations.

NAJIMA has dealt with a wide range of topics:
nuclear power plants, radioactive contamina-
tion, the state secrets law, Prime Minister Abe’s
statement on the 70th post-war anniversary, the
constitutional amendments, the Security Law, and
problems concerning Okinawa (the Henoko U.S.
military base, the Osprey crash, and the Ginowan
mayoral election).

The goal of CDS is to solve social problems. So,
how should university faculty take part in it? NA-

JIMA provides lectures and workshops outside the
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university, offers democratic citizenship education
through visiting classes for junior and senior high
school students, and also participates in more direct
actions, such as demonstrations, signature-collect-
ing campaigns, and sharing information on social
media.

NAJIMA’s strong motivation and clear philoso-
phy are rooted in his own experience and exhibited

in his own actions.

Note: Though initially termed as Critical Dis-
course Analysis (CDA), the field of study is now
frequently referred to as Critical Discourse Studies
(CDS) because it has come to be regarded as an at-
titude, not just a method of analysis. (TANIGUCHI
Ryuko)

“Democratic Citizenship Education and Critical
Discourse Studies”

NORO Kayoko (Free University of Berlin)

Since she introduced CDA in “Question for
‘Correctness’” (ed. by NORO Kayoko and Ya-
mashita Hitoshi, Sangen-sha {2001}/2009), NORO
has been calling attention to the discrimination,
power, and social dynamics behind language use
and the importance of questioning social norms in
her numerous publications.

As an example of CDS, she cited Chancellor
Merkel’s speech on the lockdown on March 18th,
2020. The speech is written on the premise that
lockdown is the only option against the coronavi-
rus pandemic. However, NORO demonstrated that,
by questioning this premise, we can see that the
lockdown was to buy time to ready the drugs and
vaccine and that the purpose of the lockdown was
to develop the vaccine.

The Council of Europe has been working on
democratic citizenship and human rights education
for over 20 years. The Beutelsbach Consensus
constitutes the following three basic principles of

political education:

1) Prohibition against overwhelming students:

Teachers shall not overwhelm students and prevent
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them from forming an independent judgment

2) Presentation of different views: Matters that
are controversial in academics and politics shall be
treated as controversial in the classroom

3) Students’ personal interests: Students shall be
helped to acquire the ability to analyze their own

personal interests

She added that CDS can be seen as a form of
democratic citizenship education that critically
looks at society and aims to build a community
where human rights are respected and freedom is
guaranteed.

With an audience of more than 80 people, the
lecture was followed by a lively question and an-
swer session. One audience commented that they
had misunderstood the purpose of CDS to be mere
criticism of social events but now understood that
this was not the case.

On the following day, December 22th (5:00 to
7:00 p.m.), the lecturers exchanged opinions with
graduate and undergraduate students studying CDS
at TUFS and other universities. A lively discussion
took place between the lectures and the next-gener-
ation critical discourse researchers.

(TANIGUCHI Ryuko)
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The 32nd “Contrastive Study for Japanese and
Other Languages,” organized by the Contras-
tive Japanese Division, was held on Saturday,
March 6th, 2020, from 2:00 to 5:50 p.m. via
ZOOM.

Presentations by MASUKO Yukie (Tokyo Uni-
versity of Foreign Studies: Phonetics) and KURO-
SAWA Naotoshi (Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies: Romance languages, Portuguese) were fol-
lowed by a lecture by MATSUMOTO Yo (National
Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics:

Semantics, Cognitive Linguistics).

“Phonetics in Practice - Audio Materials and
Phonetic Research”

MASUKO Yukie

How can the phonetic knowledge or the results
of phonetic research be applied to second language
acquisition?

With phonetic knowledge, teachers can observe
learners’ pronunciation from the phonetic point of
view and provide appropriate pronunciation in-
struction.

Among the sound units that distinguish the
meaning of words, segments or vowels and conso-
nants are the core knowledge that must be learned
at the beginning of language learning. Without be-
ing able to distinguish these sounds, the rest of the
learning process will be a struggle.

In comparison, suprasegmental factors, such as
intonation, cannot be acquired in the early stage
of learning. Among the suprasegmental factors,
accent is related to both segmental and supraseg-
mental factors, and the nature of accent opposition
varies from language to language; therefore, each
language requires independent research.

For segments, a contrastive study should be
carried out on phonemes and corresponding speech
sounds of both vowels and consonants in the learn-
er’s first language and the target language. Such
research should be applied to SLA accordingly.

As for the suprasegmental factors, the difference
between intonation and stress is that intonation is
the pattern of the rise and fall of the voice over a
phrase or sentence, while stress is the emphasis
in such units. Although stress is what listeners in-

terpret as an emphasis, it can be realized by pitch,

EFRBABR Y 4—=1—XL%— No.28

(RBEE)

segment length, or other factors in some languages
and is sometimes confused with intonation. Or,
conversely, it can be regarded as intonation.

Since intonation is related to sentence units, the
number of intonation patterns increases with the
grammar being learned. As far as Japanese learning
is concerned, intonation is related to emphatic as
well as non-emphatic expressions. These things
should be taught in accordance with the student’s

learning stage. (MASUKO Yukie)

“Possibilities of Conversation Analysis of Me-
dieval Languages — with Medieval Portuguese
Translation of ‘Quest for the Holy Grail’(13th
Century)”
KUROSAWA Naotoshi

Recent studies have pointed out several syn-
tactic changes that occurred between medieval
Portuguese and modern Portuguese. For example,
in old Portuguese, personal infinitives or infinitives
with a personal ending did not appear in subordi-
nate clauses dominated by a higher verb, such as in
causative structures. Furthermore, clitic personal
pronouns were affixed not to semantically connect-
ed infinitives but to a higher verb forming the sub-
ordination, and the movement of affix, infinitive,
and higher verb formed a single domain. In his
introduction written for a general audience, Ernst
Pulgram, an American linguist specialized in Latin
and Italic languages, argues for the necessity of
studying direct speech transcriptions to understand
folk languages in the Roman era. He suggests that
spoken Latin can be elucidated by studying the
direct quotations of conversations in Plautus’ plays
and novels by Petronius and Apuleius.

To apply this method to the diachronic study of
Portuguese, the speaker analyzed conversations in
medieval languages using MAXQDA, a commer-
cially available QDA software. The study subject
is the direct speech in the conversational part of
“Quest for the Holy Grail,” the oldest remaining
prose story in Portuguese.

This presentation analyzed the direct speech in
the first half of the text, which is about one-fifth of
the entire text. What caught the attention of the pre-
senter was the deictic use of demonstrative nouns.

The traditional system of Portuguese demonstra-
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tives constitutes a tripartite distinction of este...,
esse..., aquele..., which respectively correspond to
the first, second, and third person in deictic use and
are proximal, medial, and distal demonstratives.
Structuralist research in the 1960s pointed out that
a proximal demonstrative pronoun either refers to
objects close to both the speaker and the addressee,
or objects close only to the speaker. However, this
does not necessarily apply to the following utter-
ance in the text: “Senhor, quem ¢ este cavalleiro
que ora fezestes (Sir, who is ‘this (?)” knight that
you just anointed)?” “Este cavalleiro” in this con-
text refers to an object close only to the addressee.
This seems unnatural and was therefore thought to
be used as a medial pronoun. However, when the
presenter examined the numbers of occurrences of
each type of demonstrative pronouns in the whole
text, it was revealed that medial pronouns are ex-
tremely few: este (1063), esse (44), aquele (568).

At first, this seemed to be because, while este
has deictic and anaphoric functions, the six Latin
demonstratives, is “(anaphoric) that,” idem “the
same (kind),” ipse “the same (object),” hic “this,”
iste “that,” and ille “that,” were in the process of
being transformed and incorporated into Romance
languages; and the Latin medial demonstrative iste
had not yet fully turned into the Portuguese prox-
imal este. However, the Old French text, which
the Portuguese translation is based on, consists of
two opposing series of demonstrative pronouns,
cist and cil, and exhibits much confusion. There-
fore, the presenter concluded that it is necessary
to contrast the Portuguese translation and the Old
French text to further the analysis. (KUROSAWA
Naotoshi)

“Motion-Path Descriptions across Languages:
Commonalities and Differences”

MATSUMOTO Yo

This lecture introduced the international proj-
ect on the typology of motion event descriptions
supervised by MATSUMOTO. In the traditional
motion event typologies, languages are catego-
rized into two opposing types: verb-framed and
satellite-framed languages according to whether
the Path appears in the main verb or in the satellite

(Talmy 1991, 2000). In contrast, MATSUMOTO’s



research used a classification based on the coding
location of Path: the head Path coding and the head
external Path coding.

Under the supervision of MATSUMOTO, the
National Institute for Japanese Language and Lin-
guistics (NINJAL) has conducted an experimental
cross-linguistic study to clarify the differences and
commonalities in motion event descriptions in var-
ious languages. The project features a video-based
empirical method in which native speakers of the
target languages are asked to produce descriptions
of short video stimuli after watching them.

In this NINJAL project, three types of research
are conducted: Experiment A is designed to inves-
tigate how three factors, Manner, Path, and Deixis,
are coded in motion path expressions; Experiment
B focuses on Deixis; and Experiment C is a de-
tailed investigation of path expressions. The lecture
mainly focused on Experiments A and C.

Experiment A uses 3x3 video clips to typologi-
cally examine which of the three factors of Manner,

Path, and Deixis is expressed by which elements.
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The results confirm that languages can be broadly
categorized in terms of whether Path of motion is
coded only in head external positions or both head
and head-external positions. This experiment also
validates that in some languages, Path is realized
by a different element depending on whether Deix-
is is included or not.

Experiment C focuses on the variations of lin-
guistic methods applied to express different types
of Path. The results show that there is a general
tendency for directional and boundary-crossing
Paths to be encoded by the main verb, and for
non-terminal paths by non-noun elements.

After the lecture, a meaningful discussion took
place on typological trends with the audience.

(OTANI Naoki)

More than 100 researchers and students from in-
side and outside the university attended the lecture,
making it a very successful event. (Contrastive

Japanese Division)
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East Asia Lecture Series organized by the Com-
parative Japanese Culture Division

After the first four lectures on contemporary Ko-
rean history dealing with the Jeju April 3 Incident
and the Gwangju Incident, the fifth to tenth lectures
were on the current situation in Okinawa following
“the Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal.”
We achieved an unparalleled variety and quality
in the selection of themes, lecturers, and commen-
tators. The themes covered in this series included:
the behind-the-scenes of the 2000 Women’s Inter-
national War Crimes Tribunal and the subsequent

developments of Japan’s military sexual slavery or
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the “comfort women” issue; the research situation
and discourse environment surrounding “the mili-
tary sex slave camps” in Okinawa; the war and vi-
olence in “Okinawa in East Asia;” the literature of
SAKIYAMA Tami; and Okinawan young workers’
labor migration. Each lecture had an audience of
over 50 people.

In this intensive lecture series, we continued
from last year to deal with colonialism and the cold
war system in post-war East Asia. The lectures and
workshops centered on SAKITYAMA Tami, a writer
who has been at the very forefront of Okinawan

literature, and each lecture attracted over 50 partic-

ipants.

In the final workshop, SAKIYAMA responded
to each of the reports, gave an overview of her own
works, and read a part of “Tsuki ya, aran” as an ex-
ample of attempts at Shima-kotoba (island speech)
as a language to eat its way through the standard
Japanese language. The discussion covered a wide
range of topics, not only Okinawan literature but
also the discourse and linguistic practices surround-
ing Okinawa, providing a unique opportunity to
understand the literary activities of SAKIYAMA,

who is with a highly critical mind.
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