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“Contrastive Linguistic Research on Japanese and Foreign Languages” Workshop
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Report on International Workshop and Lecture “Linking Jeju and Okinawa”
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The 29th “Contrastive Linguistic Research on Japanese and Foreign Languages” Workshop was held at TUFS on December 14th

2019. Presentations by Ikarashi Kochi (TUFS; Korean linguistics) and Puyo Baptiste (TUFS; semantics, French linguistics) were followed

by a lecture from Fujimura Itsuko, Professor Emeritus at Nagoya University (French linguistics, contrastive research).

In “A Contrastive Grammatical Approach to Statement in Japanese and Korean”, Ikarashi Koichi contrasted statement in

Japanese (chinjutsu) and Korean (jinsul), revealing the characteristics of each, overviewing existing research and suggesting further

avenues of research on jinsul, which remains underexplored. Chinjutsu is difficult to define but can generally said to be the effect that

makes a sentence a sentence. Definitions have been offered by Japanese scholars including Mikami Akira, Hattori Shiro, Okutsu Keiichiro,

Watanabe Minoru, Teramura Hideo and Onoue Keisuke. In Korean linguistics, researchers note the influence of Yamada Grammar on the

work of Choe Hyeon-bae (1937), who basically follows Yamada’s treatment of chinjutsu, distinguishing it from tokaku-sayo. Although

Japanese and Korean have many linguistic similarities, debate concerning chinjutsu has been much more prolific in Japan than in Korea.

The presentation reviewed the historical background of academic debate in the two countries in an attempt to provide a

contrastive grammar. (TUFS Otani Naoki)
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In “Contrastive Research on Plurality in Japanese and French Nouns’

haiku “Old pond — frogs jumped in — sound of water.”

’, Puyo Baptiste gave the example of “frog[s]” in the Basho

, considering the concept of “plurality” and observing the differences in plurality

between Japanese and French nouns. French nouns, pronouns and verbs have grammatical number. Countable entities must be marked

either singular or plural, disallowing ambiguity. Japanese, however, is “indifferent to number” for nouns, pronouns and verbs. Japanese

lacks word-final morphemes expressing number so no morphological distinction is made between singular and plural.

The connection between number and nouns thus varies. Languages like French show a direct connection between the two, while in

languages like Japanese they are not necessarily connected. The presentation offered many insights into the connection between number

as a grammatical category and the linguistic expression of the concept of number, and the differences between Japanese and French in this

regard.

Fujimura Itsuko’s lecture was titled “Generation of NN Compounds with Nouns Expressing People: A Comparison between

Japanese and French”. The system of grammatical gender in French is normally treated as a morphological issue. The lecture used the

framework of constructionalization to reveal how grammatical gender relates to two grammatical phenomena observed in NN compounds

and its role in the construction network of French. Professor Fujimura first showed Japanese and French NN compounds to be valid

objects of comparison. After comparing differences in word order between French (<N+man/woman>) and Japanese (<man/woman+N>),

she compared collocation restrictions for inanimate and kinship nouns of the type maison meére “house mother” and oya-gaisha “parent

company”. Qualitative and quantitative analysis was conducted on over 9,000 corpus examples drawn from the Le Monde and Frantext

corpora for French and the BCCW/J for Japanese. The second half of the lecture included lively discussion about the interpretation and

word order of nouns appearing in Japanese and French NN compounds. (TUFS Akihiro Hisae)
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On December 19th and 20th 2019, the international workshop and lecture “Linking Jeju and Okinawa” was hosted by TUFS

Institute of Japan Studies and cohosted by TUFS ICJS Comparative Japanese Culture Division. Lectures over the two days, including
“Deciphering Okinawa from the Standpoint of Jeju” from literary critic Kim Dong-hyeon (Jeju National University), showcased the
historical background and current significance of the 1948 Jeju Uprising, the current state of research surveys searching for the truth and
unearthing memories about the uprising, and persistent efforts to consider it in connection with the modern history of Okinawa.
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DUE TO THE EMERGENCE AND SPREAD OF THE CORONAVIRUS, EVENTS SCHEDULED TO BE HELD

BY THE INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR JAPANESE STUDIES SCHEDULED FROM FEBRUARY ONWARDS HAVE

BEEN CANCELLED OR POSTPONED. THIS INCLUDES INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOPS AS PART OF THE JAPAN

AND JAPANESE STUDIES CONSORTIUM FOR NEW RESEARCHERS. WE HOPE TO RESCHEDULE THOSE EVENTS

THAT HAVE BEEN POSTPONED AS SOON AS THE SITUATION RETURNS TO NORMAL AND ASK FOR YOUR
UNDERSTANDING.

TOMOTSUNE TSUTOMU, DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR JAPANESE STUDIES.
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30TH “CONTRASTIVE STUDY FOR JAPANESE AND
OTHER LANGUAGES” RESEARCH SEMINAR, HOSTED
BY THE COMPARATIVE LANGUAGE DIVISION
(POSTPONED)

THE FOLLOWING WERE SCHEDULED TO BE HELD
ON FEBRUARY 29TH, 2020:

* PRESENTATION: HAYATSU EMIKO
(TUFS: LINGUISTICS, JAPANESE LINGUISTICS)
TITLE: “THE CAUSATIVE VERB V-(SA)SERU IN RENGO”
*k PRESENTATION: YUKIMATSU HANAE
(TUFS: JAPANESE LINGUISTICS, JAPANESE GRAMMAR)
TITLE: ““-NODA SENTENCES IN LATE MODERN EDO -
RESEARCH ON CLASSICAL GRAMMAR THROUGH CONTRAST
WITH CONTEMPORARY JAPANESE”
** LECTURE: MATSUMOTO YO
(NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND
LINGUISTICS: SEMANTICS, COGNITIVE LINGUISTICY)
TITLE: “THE EXPRESSION OF PATH OF MOTION IN
VARIOUS LANGUAGES: SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES”

SUMMARY OF THE LECTURE: HOW DO SPEAKERS OF
VARIOUS LANGUAGES EXPRESS MOTION? PATTERNS
IN THE EXPRESSION OF MOTION SHOW FASCINATING
SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES. THIS LECTURE OBSERVES
SUCH SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES IN THE EXPRESSION
OF PATH OF MOTION, BASED ON THE RESULTS OF VIDEO
EXPERIMENTS CONDUCTED AS PART OF A COGNITIVE
LINGUISTIC PROJECT AT THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR
JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS. WE OBSERVE
TRENDS IN PATH EXPRESSIONS INCLUDING UP, DOWN, INTO,
OUT, TO, FROM, ACROSS AND ALONG, AND RECONSIDER
PREVIOUS TYPOLOGICAL RESEARCH CONDUCTED ON
MOTION EXPRESSIONS. WE ALSO COMPARE EXPRESSIONS
INCLUDING MULTIPLE PATHS. REFERENCE WILL BE MADE
TO RESEARCH CONDUCTED AT TOKYO UNIVERSITY OF
FOREIGN STUDIES.

DETAILS OF RESCHEDULING WILL BE ANNOUNCED
AT A LATER DATE. (RYUKO TANIGUCH)

“CRITICAL DISCOURSE STUDIES AS SOCIAL
PRACTICE” LECTURE (POSTPONED)

ON MARCH 18TH 2020, TUFS ICJS WAS SCHEDULED
TO WELCOME NORO KAYOKO (THE FREE UNIVERSITY OF
BERLIN), FAMOUS FOR HER WORK IN CRITICAL DISCOURSE
STUDIES AND NAJIMA YOSHINAU (UNIVERSITY OF THE
RYUKYUS) TO GIVE LECTURES.

CRITICAL DISCOURSE STUDIES ANALYZES
AND INTERPRETS THE SOCIAL PHENOMENA AND
INDIVIDUAL IDEOLOGIES BEHIND LANGUAGE USE. IT
DIFFERS FROM STANDARD DISCOURSE RESEARCH IN ITS
INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH, INCLUDING PRAGMATICS,
CONVERSATION ANALYSIS, PSYCHOLINGUISTICS AND
SOCIOLINGUISTICS.

UNFORTUNATELY, THE EVENT HAS HAD TO
BE POSTPONED DUE TO THE CORONA VIRUS BUT IS
SCHEDULED TO BE HELD WITHIN THE CURRENT ACADEMIC
YEAR. NORO KAYOKO WILL SPEAK ON “DEMOCRATIC
CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION AND CRITICAL DISCOURSE
STUDIES” AND NAJIMA YOSHINAU WILL SPEAK ON “WHAT
MOTIVATES CRITICAL DISCOURSE STUDIES”. LECTURES
WILL BE FOLLOWED BY AN OPEN FLOOR DISCUSSION.
(RYUKO TANIGUCHI)

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOPS AND LECTURE FOR
NEW RESEARCHERS (POSTPONED)

[LECTURE]

MARCH 5TH, 2020 (THURS) 15.00~

VENUE: TOKYO UNIVERSITY OF FOREIGN STUDIES PROJECT
SPACE (AGORA GLOBAL, 2ND FLOOR)

*k SPEAKER: SCARLETT CORNELISSEN (STELLENBOSCH
UNIVERSITY, SOUTH AFRICA)

“JAPANESE FIRMS AND THEIR INVESTMENTS AND
INTERNATIONALIZATION IN AFRICA”

[INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP]

MARCH 6TH, 2020 (FRI) 15.00~

VENUE: TOKYO UNIVERSITY OF FOREIGN STUDIES PROJECT
SPACE (AGORA GLOBAL, 2ND FLOOR)

* PRESENTATION 1: SCARLETT CORNELISSEN
(STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY, SOUTH AFRICA)

“ASIA AREA STUDIES IN THE AFRICAN CONTEXT”

* PRESENTATION 2: YOSHIZAWA KEI

(AFRICA SECTION, JAPAN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

AGENCY; COUNSELOR, TICAD PROMOTION DEPARTMENT)
“DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION BETWEEN JAPAN AND

AFRICA: IT’S HISTORY AND FUTURE PROSPECTS”

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC (NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY)
LANGUAGES USED: JAPANESE, ENGLISH

COHOSTED BY TOKYO UNIVERSITY OF FOREIGN STUDIES
AFRICAN STUDIES CENTER
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