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Creation of a “Global Hub for Research on Japan
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The Goals of the International Center for Japanese Studies

This Center, established in April, 2009, is a fledgling organ just
taking its first tentative steps. Its objectives are set at thematic
investigation and research in the fields of methodology for Japanese
language education as well as studies in Japanese culture and society,
and at making the fruit of this work contribute to, and be reflected in,
the future of education.

There are those who may ask why Japanese and Japanese Studies
are necessary subjects at a foreign language university in Japan.
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies is composed of the Japanese
Language Center for International Students as well as the Graduate
School of Global Studies where education and research on 26
languages, including Japanese, and related area studies are conducted
at undergraduate and postgraduate levels. Therefore, research on
Japanese language and Japanese Studies at the University takes
“Japan” as its basis, but is also oriented toward the comparative
study of languages and regions of the world. This Center will make
the most of the educational environment with which it is blessed as
it embarks upon and proceeds with its work. Although our work is
still in its infancy, it is our intention to conduct further research in
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NOMOTO Kyoko

the consolidation of an advanced educational program that will better
answer the needs of learners of Japanese of increasingly diverse
backgrounds, and to make the result of our work available to society
at large. This will involve building an information network with the
participation of researchers in other countries and working with
Japanese language and Japanese studies research organs in Japan and
overseas.

The Center consists of divisions specializing in International
Japanese Education, Contrastive Japanese, Sociolinguistics,
Comparative Japanese Culture, and International Cooperation. Since
October last year it has been staffed with a two-department team of
full-time faculty members, who now provide the driving force for the
Center’s activities. In April 2010, they will be joined by another full-
time faculty member, to create an even stronger and more dynamic
team. Our work is only just beginning, but we aim to grow into a
research center accessible to parties both inside and outside the
University. We welcome your cooperation and support.
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Creation of a “Global Hub Research on Japanese Language Education”
— Developing the foundations for Japanese language education and research —
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- Assessing the present situation of Japanese
language education

+ Developing materials for each
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- Dynamic studies of Japanese - EEEMICHEMRARERNT -

+ Contrastive studies of various languages

+ Network for development of materials
for different language backgrounds

- BB SELSORARYIL - HEHRE

- ARYIL - HRICETEIHEHEDRE

- Study of Japanese culture and society from
international viewpoints

+ Development of methods for teaching on
Japanese culture and society
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+ Research on recurrent needs

« Support for programs in institutions outside Japan

+ Development of distance education programs for
institutions outside Japan
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KOBAYASHI, Yukie: Division Chair, Professor of the Japanese
Language Center for International Students (JLC), Teaching Japanese
as a Second Language

MOCHIZUKI, Keiko: Professor of the Graduate School of Global
Studies, Comparative Linguistics among Japanese, English and
Chinese

UNNO, Tae: Associate Professor of the Graduate School of Global
Studies, Second Language Acquisition

SUZUKI, Mika: Associate Professor of the Japanese Language Center
for International Students, Teaching Japanese as a Second Language
TANIGUCHI, Ryuko: Associate Professor of the International Center
for Japanese Studies, Pragmatics, Teaching Japanese as a Second
Language

Intending to build a global hub for Japanese education, we have
begun surveying the state of Japanese language education at the
secondary level both inside and outside of Japan and creating a
database of our findings. In a period of around three years between
December of 2009 and March of 2013, we plan to pursue this project
under the title of “Japanese Language Research Based on Learners’
Native Languages and Regional Characteristics—In Cooperation with
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Educational and Research Institutes Offering Japanese Language Study
both within Japan and Abroad.”

In December of 2009, Keiko Mochizuki and a Research Fellow, Sho
Fukuda, visited several universities in Taiwan, including the National
Taiwan University, Soochow University, Fu Jen Catholic University and
Yuan Ze University. They gave a joint lecture at the Taipei Office of
Interchange Association, Japan entitled “Japanese Language Teaching
Methodologies for Learners whose Native Language is Chinese.” They
also interviewed and documented their discussions with a number of
people in order to assess the state of Japanese language education and
Japanese studies in Taiwan.

Each of the universities expressed, first and foremost, their
strong desire for teaching materials that are specific to the needs of
Taiwanese learners and give such learners the resources to explain
Taiwanese culture and Taiwanese life in Japanese. Their second
request was for scripts for Japanese cultural festival (bunkasai) skits
that even intermediate students can perform, and Japanese cultural
materials appropriate for use at such festivals. Before the end of
the 2009 academic year, we hope to visit Peking University, Beijing
Foreign Studies University, and Beijing Center for Japanese Studies.

(Keiko Mochizuki)
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Sociolinguistics Division
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HAYATSU, Emiko: Division [
Chair, Professor of the Graduate
School of Global Studies, Japanese
Linguistics

TAKAGAKI, Toshihiro: Professor
of the Graduate School of Global .|
Studies, Spanish Linguistics
MIYAKE, Takayuki: Professor
of the Graduate School of Global
Studies, Chinese Linguistics

OHMIYA]

Activities in the Division can be broadly divided into the
following two areas:
(1) Regular study meetings with the series title of “Contrastive
Study of Japanese and Other Languages,” where the latest
achievements in comparative-contrastive research pairing
Japanese and other languages are presented. For this academic
year, the first study meeting was held at the Language Research
Institute of the University on Saturday, December 19, with lectures
by Haruko Kato on “Sentence-Initial Phrases Commonly Found
in Japanese Translations of Chinese Novels”; Kiyoko Sohmiya
on “Subject-Object Constructions in English and Japanese”; and
Makoto Minegishi on “Contrastive Analysis for Linguistic Typology
— with Japanese and Thai as an Example.” With some fifty
attendees, the meeting proved quite productive. We will continue
to approach researchers on and off campus to request that they
present papers at this forum, which we intend to provide on an
ongoing basis.
(2) The creation of pair-by-pair, language-sorted databases of
information based on contrastive studies of Japanese and other
languages. Our future plans call making these databases available
for public access online, starting with language units for which
data has been sorted and organized. We will push ahead with the
development of interfaces and content so that eventually our site
will be a key resource for those seeking access to prior work in
the area of contrastive studies.

(Takayuki Miyake)
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SAKAMOTO, Megumi: Division Chair, Professor of the Japanese
Language Center for International Students (JLC), Japanese Linguistics,
Teaching Japanese s a Second Language

Professor Sakamoto is interested in how various situations and speaker-
listener relationships affect the use of Japanese language, such as in the
use of honorific forms, which is known as Taigu-Communication” (other
party-dependent speech style distinctions). She is also interested in how
to apply these phenomena to learner education.
KAWAUJI, Yuka: Professor of the Graduate School of Global Studies,
Teaching Japanese as a Second Language, History of Japanese as a
Second Language Education

Through her survey of the history of Japanese language education, Professor
Kawaji explores answers to the question: What is involved in the teaching
of language and in the learning of language? One challenge in this field is to
delineate the subject of “Japanese language” itself. Professor Kawaji’s major
interest currently is in the relationship between the diverse phenomenological
landscape of Japanese and the teaching of the Japanese language.
FURIHATA, Masashi: Associate Professor of the Graduate School of
Global Studies, Indonesian Linguistics, Sundanese Linguistics

Professor Furihata’s research interests cover not only the Indonesian and
Sundanese languages, but also the bilingual social setting in Sundanese
regions (setting-conscious distinction in language use between Sundanese
and Indonesian), as well as the diversity of the Indonesian language.

Activities Scheduled in the Current and Upcoming Academic Years

We have scheduled a series of lectures in the field of sociolinguistics
for the current academic year. On December 15, we welcomed to
the podium Daniel Long, who is an Associate Professor at Tokyo
Metropolitan University and a part-time lecturer at Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies, to speak on the subject of “Language Contact between
Japanese and English in the Ogasawara Islands.” This was followed by
an animated question-and-answers period, which delved deeper into
issues raised in Associate Professor Long’s highly acclaimed talk. Similar
lecture and study circle meetings are currently being planned.

In April 2010 we have a new full-time faculty member joining our
ranks, and new projects and other exciting developments are expected
to be announced. One of the Division’s core projects, “Research and
Development on the Diversity of the Japanese Language in Japan and
Overseas” will be launched in earnest. Also on the drawing board is the
initiation of a sociolinguistics document and resource database.

(Megumi Sakamoto)
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Comparative Japanese Culture Division
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NOMOTO, Kyoko: Division Chair, Professor of the Graduate School
of Global Studies, Modern and Contemporary History of Japan
KAWAGUCHI, Kenichi: Professor of the Graduate School of Global
Studies, Vietnamese Literature and Culture

TANI, Kazuaki: Professor of the Japanese Language Center for
International Students, Adult and Community Education, Socio-
cultural Activities in Communities

NAKANO, Toshio: Professor of the Graduate School of Global
Studies, Social History, History of Social Thought, Ethics

Our main activities are only just starting to unfold, but one event
that merits mentioning at this point is a lecture event which took
place last year, entitled “The Relationship between Japan and Spain
in the Age of Discovery”. Jointly organized by our Comparative
Japanese Culture Division and the Institute for Foreign Affairs of this
University, we welcomed two distinguished scholars as guest lecturers.
These were Dr. Consuelo Valera of the Institute of Hispano America
and Professor Juan Gil of the University of Seville. This presentation
was attended by many from among our institution, as well as a good
number of people from off campus. The lectures were followed by
lively discussions involving active audience participation. With regard
to future plans for activities, we are planning on working closely with
members from the International Cooperation Division who specialize
in fields relatively close to own. It is our intention to join in a project
that is already in progress in this Division involving the creation of
visual educational aids that deal with Japanese social and cultural
affairs.

We would like to promote studies in Comparative Japanese Culture
with the above-mentioned core members of this Division at the helm
and with the participation and cooperation of many like-minded
scholars both in-house and off campus, including other parts of the
world, in such a way that is unique to Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies. We hope that the results of such endeavors make a real
contribution to similar educational programs at large. (Kyoko Nomoto)
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HAYASHI, Kayoko: Division Chair, Professor of the Graduate School
of Global Studies, West Asian History, History of the Ottoman Empire
MIYAGI, Toru: Associate Professor of the Japanese Language Center
for International Students (JLC), Cross-Cultural Counseling, Cross-
Cultural Education

YAMAGUCHI, Hiroyuki: Professor of the Graduate School of Global Studies,
German Literature and Thought, Media Studies, Culture and Representation
TOMOTSUNE, Tsutomu: Lecturer of the International Center for
Japanese studies, Intellectual History and Cultural Studies of Japan

We are working to secure as much quality time as possible with the
schedule-bound faculty, and starting to come up with the right tone
and directionality for our Division. We would like to cement a working
relationship with the Comparative Japanese Culture Division, the
faculty of which share similar specializations.

Summarized below is what has been confirmed in terms of our
general policy, albeit in a skeletal fashion:

«Put mechanisms in place for accommodating foreign educators who
are here both on short- and longer-term visits, in order to broaden
exchange with partner institutions;

+Offer a hand to organizers of educational programs for the general
public and non-regular students, with the goal of providing relative
perspectives to inform Japanese self-awareness; and

+In response to demand from overseas for dissemination of the latest
updates on Japanese studies in Japan, create and distribute visual teaching
materials that help impart information about the cultural aspects of Japan.

Regarding item (3), with the support of the Center for the Support
of Multimedia and Computer-Aided Education at this University, we
recorded a lecture entitled “Diaper-Free Child Rearing” by the author
Tsutomu Tomotsune in December 2009, and have began working on
creating visual-aid teaching materials. We plan to continue with the
production of teaching materials with the cooperation of as many
members of the teaching faculty as possible. (Tsutomu Tomotsune)
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Introduction to Exchange Agreement Partner Institutions (1) - Xiamen University, China
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Xiamen University and Tokyo University of Foreign Studies signed
a bilateral exchange agreement in August, 2004. Specifically, the
agreement calls for mutual academic exchange activities centered on
student exchange between the Department of Japanese Language &
Literature of the College of Foreign Languages & Cultures, Xiamen
University on the one hand, and Tokyo University of Foreign Studies on
the other. Xiamen University was founded in 1921 and once counted
Lu Xun among its faculty. It is located in the southern city of Xiamen
in Fujian Province and is one of China’s key national universities.
Xiamen is known for its scenic beauty with a number of tourist
attractions such as Gulangyu Islet close by. Consequently, Xiamen
University has become a popular university among students
nationwide. Based on our exchange agreement, two to three students
from the postgraduate course (Master’s degree program) from the
Department of Japanese Language & Literature of the College of
Foreign Languages & Cultures at Xiamen University visit Japan every
academic term to study at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, and
undergraduate students from Tokyo University of Foreign Studies go
to study at Xiamen University. Young faculty members with doctorates
are dispatched to the College of Foreign Languages and Cultures in
Xiamen University on a contractually stipulated, limited tenure. Our
Xiamen University student exchange program, which was inaugurated
in 2005, has welcomed more than twenty students to our campus
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BEHIAICARFEOIIR % - T,
BEAZ TR PIEFRTRELTCY
BDTHEL, LEoT, RikthE
BHEFICERERERREZEL T3,
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so far. Two of our teaching professionals have been dispatched to
Xiamen — Tsutomu Tomotsune (2005 — 2007) and Munehiro Nohira
(2007 - present). For a period of about a week every year, during the
third academic term immediately preceding the summer vacation,
teaching faculty members from this campus are sent to Xiamen
University to offer intensive summer courses. Furthermore, we often
receive invitations to attend lectures and symposia held at Xiamen
University.

Exchange activity to date has been quite brisk. A good number
of the Xiamen University students who studied at Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies have joined the teaching faculties of Japanese
language departments at Chinese universities. Quite a few of the
Xiamen University students have gone on to graduate school in Japan.
In connection with the writing of these introductory remarks, [ asked
to meet with, and posed a question to, Huang Chuqun, a graduate of
Jiageng College of Foreign Languages & Cultures of Xiamen University,
whom I once taught when at Xiamen University and who, in 2008,
came to our university as a research student and was admitted to the
Master’s course in the postgraduate program at our campus in 2009. 1
asked her to summarize her impression of our campus. “The seminars
are enriching and fulfilling,” she said, adding, “And they are fun!”
The exchange agreement is undoubtedly succeeding in making a clear
mark on those involved in it. (Tsutomu Tomotsune)
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Japan from the Lao Perspective

Q- HAEADEERTENC OV T LS LD LRI LIEH D T H,
TAYT—FELE G UEBRDEIC, TARE 5L LDED
TEDTE->TERNZOTTH, HEAZASObDRZ T E2RRET,
HODbDEADHDEIEFS>EFDFITTRBEIBENRLET, ZHIC
HARNZHER R OHRHIALHEOFELEEA, BTT 4 v a%fido
TWBEDIZHHLBRVADPNEDEABETT, NTEDD 5 I H
LRVED, FOANICEZEL EEHINDIOIA R EFEVET, 72
PHIMIEZFEHIH T E LB ARBEE T,
HE—AHLHEROEMEEDHZLHD, T4 AITIZNICETZ LT
BEELIETH2HESHD LS T,
FA4YT—THHERDEFIZELVWTT, HEDEFRRZFAY—F 1 TH
AOIANRSFZADIHLSBWICEL 5N ETH, HODOEFENHAA
DEITE>THBEDHELWTT,

Q—EDIEHIFESTL & 5D,

Ty 7 —HARGBIZEEL S £ O EI D { CRERE OB HIRICRE
TT, REBEORERMES L, B IE LTI vE T2, HKIEH
AFEDIEZED LD E 05, BT 50850 0LETT,
HE—IF 2EOMRIZ, FEESHEOAE—FTELLDTRETLE,
%l DIFANZIABBMEZ 205, HAZED
IERICIZ Y A FBOREEZR > T 05 k5 TTA,
Q—LE2vb02LH>TEVFE L,

{2 L AL D FEL 2 85 e 23 b0 T
LWEEDLNBEIAADLLEET Ay TEA
WCEoT, HADAEEIZHE S 3 L 2hIckE
MEEELLEPLDH, Hh Tl LK LA
HELTWBEE5TT,

BRAEE DYERRICEE T 2 BRI 2 7 BN A 2
DRLEMESEC L LTz,

AP Ea7—BIUOLE — 1) B v
[FavTEn: Keolkhone HANTHAYTHIP]

The purpose of this column is to have those with overseas study experience, as well as international students at Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies, discuss the images of Japan, the Japanese language and the Japanese people held in various parts of the world.

The first featured location is The Department of Japanese Language
that was established at the National University of Laos (NUOL) in 2003.
We have chosen to focus on Laos, where Japanese learning environments
are at last being put into in place. National research fellow, Keolakhone
Chanthaythip, from Laos, was interviewed, along with Keiko Inoue, on
leave from the Lao Studies department. Beginning in 2008, Ms. Inoue has
spent a year studying in Laos at NUOL.

Taniguchi: Thip-san, you were the first graduate from the Department
of Japanese Language at NUOL, weren’t you? What was the reason you
decided to study Japanese?

Thip: There was my parents’ advice. Also, [ thought I wanted to work
at a company or organization associated with Japan, which is quite
advanced technologically, so I chose to study Japanese.

Taniguchi: What sort of image would you say you have of Japan?

Thip: There’s technology, computers, cars, motorcycles . . . things which
I learned about in textbooks also come to mind, like Mt. Fuji, and the
word “kinben”—diligent.

Inoue: I was an exchange student in South Korea as well, but, I didn’t find
the standard of living or the customs at all uncomfortable and it seemed
like the Koreans and the foreign students interacted and socialized on an
equal par. When I went to Laos, however, I felt very strongly that I was far
away from everything I knew. [ also got the feeling that people immediately
assumed that being Japanese equaled being wealthy, too, you know?

Thip: As a nation, we’ve received a lot of support from Japan for things
like the construction of public buildings and libraries. My older brother
is a doctor and the wheelchairs in his hospital were donated from
somewhere in Japan.

Inoue: It does seem that everyone knows that the Japanese government
and Asian organizations have supported school libraries educationally by
providing materials.

Taniguchi: So, has your impression of the Japanese changed since
coming to Japan?

Thip: I think that eighty percent of the people are “diligent.” But even
among the wealthy, I see some people who work hard and others that
don’t really do so, which makes me think that the Japanese aren’t all that
different from the Lao people.

Taniguchi: Is there anything about Japanese life or mannerisms that you
don’t understand very well?

Thip: In Laos, if a group of friends is sitting around and eating their
lunches from home, we would share our goodies with each other. When
the Japanese eat a bento, they each seem to eat their own. It makes
me feel that there is a strong distinction between what is your own and
what belongs to someone else. Also, people don’t seem to chat with one
another unless they have some specific matter to discuss. When they
pass out free tissues on the street, there are lots of people who don’t take
them. I find that strange. What’s different from Laos is that people don’
t apologize when they bump right into you and that you can ask young
people for directions on the street and they’ll ignore you. Because of that,
when I need to find someplace T'll avoid asking someone really young—I’
1l ask an older person for directions.

Inoue: It seems that in Laos, as a product of Buddhist teachings and ancient
beliefs, the custom of being kind to others is considered a strong virtue, right?
Thip: But, living in Japan is a lot of fun. Life is very fast-paced and speedy in
Japan, so it’s like one day in Japan is the equivalent of three days in Laos. I'm
happy that I've gradually been able to adjust my own lifestyle to the Japanese.
Taniguchi: How are things in terms of your studies?

Thip: The way synonyms are categorized in Japanese is very detailed, so
vocabulary study is particularly challenging. My instructors are preparing
me for the examinations for graduate school, but the level of both
Japanese and English is so high at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
that I'm worried whether or not I'll be able to pass.

Inoue: In my Lao studies, I found it difficult that the orthography seems
to change so quickly. Many Lao people use Thai, so it seemed a lot of
those studying Japanese would look up words in a Thai dictionary.
Taniguchi: I want to thank you both for your time.

Despite experiencing a history of invasions and foreign interference
in her life, Thip-san is someone one would call gentle and kind. She has
adjusted to the dizzying, uncompromising life of Japan. While she still
has some questions about the ways of this new home, she seems to be
enjoying herself and getting along well. Another theme that came up
during the interview was that foreign exchange students would benefit
from more concrete advice about what to do after graduation.

(Interviewer and editor: Ryuko Taniguchi)
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B Lectures and Study meetings B
@ September 28, 2009: Lecture - “The Relationship between
Japan and Spain in the Age of Discovery”
Lecturer: Juan Gil “Spain in Japan” (the University of Seville)
Lecturer: Consuelo Varela “Japan in Spain” (the Institute of Hispano America)
@ December 15, 2009: Lecture — "Language Contact between
Japanese and English in the Ogasawara Islands” hosted by the
Sociolinguistics Division
Lecturer: Daniel Long (Tokyo Metropolitan University)
@ December 19, 2009: The first study meeting “Contrastive
Study of Japanese and Other Languages” hosted by the
Contrastive Japanese Division
Lecturer: Haruko Kato (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies) “Sentence Initial
Phrases Commonly Found in Japanese Translations of Chinese Novels”
Lecturer: Kiyoko Somiya (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
“Subject-Object Constructions in English and Japanese”
Lecturer: Makoto Minegishi (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies) “Contrastive
Analysis for Linguistic Typology — with Japanese and Thai as an Example”

Firsthand Examination of Overseas Universities
and Research Institutions

@®5-13 August 2009: Australia (Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development of the Victoria State Government,
Melbourne International Japanese School); Toru Miyagi,
International Cooperation Division
@®11-14 August 2009: China (Shanghai International Studies
University) ; Takayuki Miyake, Contrastive Japanese Division
@5 August-1 September 2009: Indonesia (University of Indonesia,
University of Padjadjaran, Indonesia University of Education,
Gadjah Mada University) Masashi Furihata, Sociolinguistics Division
@ 23-27 August 2009: Korea (Research Center for Asian
Studies of the Sungkonghoe University) Toshio Nakano,
Comparative Japanese Culture Division
@®5-13 September 2009: Germany, Austria (University of
Erlangen, University of Marburg, University of Vienna) Hiroyuki
Yamaguchi, International Cooperation Division
@16-21 November 2009: Belgium (Leuven Catholic University,
Ghent University, Liege University, Belgian Association of
Japanese Language Teachers) Shino Arisawa, Special Researcher
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@19-24 November 2009: Russia (Moscow State University, Russian
State University in Humanities) Megumi Sakamoto, Sociolinguistics Division
@®21-30 December 2009: Taiwan (Taiwan University, Soochow
University, Fu Jen Catholic University, National Chengchi
University, Yuan Ze University, Taipei Office of Interchange
Association Japan) Keiko Mochizuki, International Japanese
Education Division

M Project commissioned by the Agency for Cultural Affairs B
“Research Study on Measuring and Evaluating Proficiency in
Everyday Japanese Communication”

B Meetings B
@ Center meetings:2009 - 25 April, 22 June, 23 July, 1 October,
22 October, 6 November, 3 December, 2010- 8 January
@® Division meetings:2009- 10 and 27 October, 10 and 12
November, 8 and 15 December

B Additional Upcoming Activity B
International Symposium: March 6 and 7, 2010
“Globalizing Japanese Studies:

Current Issues in Education and Research”
Keynote Speakers: Andrew Gerstle (SUniversity of London) Zhao

Hua Min (Foreign Language Institute of Peking University)
Presenters: Victor Koschmann (Cornell University), Barbara
Pizziconi (University of London), Mark Williams (University of
Leeds), Stella Bykova (Institute of Asian and African Countries,
Moscow State University), Olga Gornovska (Kiev State Linguistic
University, The Institute of Oriental Languages), Roland Domenig
(University of Vienna), Matilde Mastrangelo (Sapienza, University
of Rome), Silvana De Maio (Universita degli Studi di Napoli,
"L'Orientale"), Brij Mohan Tankha (University of Delhi), Zhang Long
Mei (Beijing Foreign Studies University), Shyu Shing Ching (National
Taiwan University), Han Migyeon (Hankuk University of Foreign
Studies), Sheddy N. Tjandra (University of Indonesia), Izumi Walker
(National University of Singapore), Leng Leng Thang (National
University of Singapore), Satomi Takano Kitahara (Universidade do
Estado do Rio de Janeiro), Hanan Rafik Mohamed El-kawiishi (Cairo
University), Nguyen Thi Bich Ha (Foreign Trade University, Vietnam)
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