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Peace and Conflict Studies (PCS) Course
(October Admission)

Peace and Conflict Studies (PCS)is an
interdisciplinary research and educational program
launched in 2004. It aims to fulfill the recognized
need in many parts of the world for professionals
with expertise in peace and conflict, violence,
peacebuilding, and other related global and
transnational issues. Each year the program admits
a small but diverse group of individuals from all
over the globe and provides them with unique
opportunities to learn critical approaches to the
issues of utmost importance to many people in today’
s conflict-laden world. All courses are held in English.
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Message

Yasuyuki Matsunaga

Professor, Graduate School of Global Studies

| teach an introductory seminar on conflict and contentious
politics. The goal of this seminar, titled PCS Research
Methodology, is to introduce to incoming PCS MA students
social scientific approaches to studying conflicts and conflict-
related political processes. The PCS program at TUFS attracts
students from divergent backgrounds, not only in terms of their
countries of origin but also in terms of their previous academic
and professional trainings.

Therefore, in order to ensure that they are on the same
page, roughly speaking, we start with foundational readings
on the goals of social scientific inquiry and what constitutes
explanation in various social scientific traditions. Then we
cover such topics as theories of conflict, divergent conceptions
of group identity, the mechanisms and processes of collective
mobilization and political violence, and analytical approaches
to culture and contentious politics. We also read and discuss
books and articles that analyze, and sometime advocate,
nonviolent approaches to social activism and radical reforms.
Prior to each class meetings, the students receive the week's
reading materials and corresponding assignment questions.

They are asked to write well-thought-out
and nuanced answers to the questions
and send them to me via email by the
night before each class meeting. The
purpose of these assignments is to
help the seminar participants be better-
prepared for three-hour-long critical and
collective engagement with the materials.
To ensure further that the participants get
the opportunity to review the materials
again weeks later, | give the students an
in-class midterm examination and a final-
take-home assignment. The students also
receive the list of recommended readings
on each topic that the seminar covers so

that they may continue reading based on their

individual interests.

This is the structure of the introductory seminar that | have
taught every year at TUFS's PCS program since 2008. Those
students who have found it useful go on to take the follow-
up seminar entitled Advanced Seminar on Conflict and
Contentious Politics in the ensuing semester. A number of
students have chosen to work on their thesis topics using
some of the analytical approaches this seminar covers.
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Message

Marie Catherine Ndeo Ndiaye

Second-Year PCS Student

When wishes and matching existing opportunities meet,
they create only good outcomes. Ever since an undergraduate
student, | have been cultivating a desire for working locally
for international organizations. My passion for peace and
conflict studies dates a few years back when | was attending
a peace studies class during a one-year exchange program
at a Japanese university. In addition to that | also paid a
random visit to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, as
a field trip with other colleagues working on a project about
peace and sustainability regarding Africa. The field work can
be considered as the debut of a process that led me to be
integrated in the Peace and Conflict Studies program in this
university. Those steps did motivate me to apply for TUFS’
PCS Master's Program.

In simple terms, this educational program does not only
give the opportunities to learn in depth about the real society
we live in, in terms of conflict, peace and solving/preventing
and maintaining them; but it also instructs the students as
individual elements of the society what one can do for the
world.

After spending the first few months, |
learned new ways of analyzing societal
issues and | have come to see societal
evolution highly liable to get transformed. For
this reason, | personally started working on
contentious politics in Senegal because the
current critical view that | have about political
contention in my country is completely
different from the ones | had before joining
PCS. My research interest focuses on the
delicate and thin margin which gets installed
when social movements and political power
engage into violent actions and the latter can
drift their society away from a peaceful one. It is
noticed that in many democracies, the appearance
of the civil society and social movements is getting more and
more recurrent now compared to less than twenty first years
ago. And the explanation of that is hidden in different aspects
of the current world order.

After graduating from this PCS Master's Program, | am
looking forward to working for an international organization as
| used to long for it. If not, my current research project is giving
me more passion to continue on comparative politics and
become a researcher on contentious politics.
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