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Abstract: This study deals with issues specific to the Thai language, in facilitating the effective application of CEFR
(the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) toward the standardization of a
curriculum for Thai language education. This paper presents the current status of “Thai language
education as a foreign language,” issues related to its standardization, and the evaluation of the Thai
language curriculum at the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, based on the CEFR reference framework.
In order to apply CEFR effectively to the Thai language curriculum for Japanese learners, a
comprehensive curriculum would be required for incorporating the features of Japanese learners and
linguistic elements specific to Thai, such as a phonological structure including tonal distinction, and the
Thai writing system. Further, social and cultural elements specific to the Thai language should also be
incorporated. This study reveals five features as social and cultural elements specific to the Thai language.
These features are: (1) confirmation of social position, (2) building of closer relationships, (3) expressions
of consideration for others, (4) specific communication strategies, and (5) stylistic differences.
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