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Abstract: The purpose of this article is to clarify what socio-cultural characteristics are necessary for Lao language
learning at the elementary level by comparing Lao conversational parts of Lao elementary textbook and Japanese
textbooks. It is elucidated that acquiring socio-cultural knowledge and cross-cultural adaption skills are closely
related to acquiring the communication skills, and it corresponds to acquiring the language skills. On the basis of the
analysis of five textbooks, it can be concluded that; 1) the assessment of cross-cultural communication ability should
be considered from the standpoint of various instructors, 2) the commonly used expressions in Lao textbook are
related to Lao socio-cultural characteristics.
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