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Onomatopoeia Used in Product Packaging by Confectionery Manufacturers
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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual usage of onomatopoeia used by confectionery
manufacturers in their product packaging. The four companies with the highest sales ranking in the confectionery
industry, Calbee, Lotte, Morinaga Seika, and Ezaki Glico, were the subjects of the study. A total of 903 products were
surveyed. The survey results showed that 554 onomatopoeia words were used in 181 products. The most frequently
used word was "tappuri" accounting for about 15% of the total. In terms of the written form, 339 words are in
hiragana and 209 words are in katakana. Six mixed forms, which are rarely seen in literary works, were identified. In
terms of morphological characteristics, 23patterns were identified. Of these, the most frequently used words are the
A-B and AB forms. Some of the forms modify nouns, such as "sakusaku shokkan ". Then there are also many forms
in which the end of the sentence is omitted, such as "nemuke sukkiri". Onomatopoeia is used to describe the
properties or attributes of a product. However, there are also those such as "poipoi tabechau " and "hotto iyasareru".
This is onomatopoeia that describes the behavior of the user or the effect after use.
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