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A Study on Complex Causative Sentences in Japanese: On the relationship
between the type of causal events expressed in the subordinate clause and that of
resultative events expressed in the main clause.

Emiko Hayatsu

The characteristics of syntactic structures of most Japanese causative complex sentences are
as follows: the subordinate clause expresses causal events (denoted by _ in the following
sentences) and the main clause expresses resultative events (denoted __). Such is the case in:

- Sensei-ga gakusei-ni meiji-te syukudai-wo yara-se-ta.
teache-NOM  student-DAT tell-CONT homework-ACC  do-CAUS-PAST
“The teacher told his students to do their homework.’

+ Taroo-ga otooto-no te-wo hii-te aruka-se-ta.
Taroo-NOM  brother-POSS hand-ACC  pull-CONT walk-CAUS-PAST
“Taro forced his brother to walk by pulling his hand.’

+ Taroo-ga byooki-ni _nat-te oya-wo shinpaisa-se-ta.
Taroo-NOM ill-DAT get-CONT parents-ACC  worry-CAUS-PAST

‘“Taro’s illness made his parents worried. ’

It was observed in this paper that there is a rough correlation between the types of causal
events described in the subordinate clause (ex. demand for volitional action, physical contact with
the causee, evocation of feeling, etc.) and the types of resultative events expressed in the main
clause (ex. causation of volitional actions, physical movements, physiological changes, or

psychological changes).
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