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/b33/ Interrogative Sentence in Lao
Reiko SUZUKI

The purpose of this paper is describing some features of /b3a/ interrogative
sentence in terms of ‘focus’. ‘Focus’ of a question in this paper means what
information the speaker wants to know.

When the focus of a question depends on the verbal elements, the form of
answering the question is ‘verb’ or ‘/b23/ verb’. And when the focus of a question
depends on the nominal elements, the form of answering the question is ‘/meen/’ or
‘/bo> meen/’. There are two kinds of forms for answering the question. It can be
said that though /b29/ interrogative sentence has one form in the surface structure,
it has two meanings in the deep structure. When the focus of a question is on the
verbal elements, the sentence demands for choosing affirmation or negation of the
predicate. On the other hand, when the focus of question is on the nominal elements,
the sentence demands for judging truth or falsehood of the proposition.

It can be indicated that the focus of /b23/ interrogative sentence must be in the
position at the end of the sentence (but before /ba3/). For the sake of this, the
non-focus element must be ellipted or set on the top of the sentence. Among non-
focus elements, there are some differences in the degree of necessity for ellipsis
and the possibility of setting on the top of the sentence.



