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(Summary)

It is a common process of manufacturing for products to be manufactured using
parts and raw materials supplied by others. When damage occurs from a final
product due to parts or raw materials, the responsibility of not only the manufacturer
of the final product but also the manufacturer of the parts and raw materials
becomes an issue. Regarding this issue, the rulings in the Chanoshizuku Sekken
Case, in which the liability of a manufacturer of general purpose raw materials was
at issue were examined.

The manufacturers are liable to compensate for loss or damage caused by a defect
in the delivered product which was manufactured (Product Liability Act §1, §3).
"Defect" means a lack of safety which a product should normally have, taking
into account the characteristics of the product, the normally foreseeable usage
manner, the time at which the manufacturers, etc. delivered the product, and other
circumstances of the product (Product Liability Act §2 (3)).

This paper examines how factors such as the use of the general purpose
raw material, the contents of the indications and warnings about it, and the

unforeseeablity of allergy occurrences influenced the determination of the defect.
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