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(Summary)

The United States of America has held 60 presidential elections since the first
one in 1789 until the present in 2024. As the United States has an indirect election
to keep the federal system working, whereby each state elects its own presidential
electors on a winner-take-all base, conflicts of interest across the country are
reflected in presidential elections in a clear way. The presidential election with the
people of the diverse interests voting could show the problem of how to unite the
nation. The historical changes in society, from regional partisan conflicts, the Civil
War and then the two-party system to the Red/Blue divide, can be explored in terms
of how the elections impacted and transformed democracy in the United States.

The first 100 years after the founding of the United States of America were
a period of trial and error in how to unite the people fiercely pursuing diverse
interests, leading to the division of the Civil War. The ideal of selfless rule by wise
men in the founding period turned into interest politics as the 19th century arrived.
To win the popular votes political parties were organized, and their promotion of
eventful election campaigns the people welcomed became the standard. However,
the legitimacy of democracy is guaranteed by the winning majority showing
some concessions to the losing minority. When issues such as that of slavery are
not amenable to that compromise, the election intensifies national divisions. This
resulted in the Civil War. The challenge was how to overcome the divisions and
restore the United States with North-South reunion, and then the compromise over
the 1876 election helped the establishment of a stable political system with a two-
party system.

Around the 20th century, the era of industrialization and immigration was marked
by a series of third-choice elections. The competition between Democrats and
Republicans turned into an ideological conflict over welfare and liberalism after the
New Deal reforms against the Great Depression and the Civil Rights Movement.
The Democrats' growing liberalism in pursuit of political correctness (PC) has led to
the conservative South shifting in favor of the Republican Party, causing to a Red/
Blue divide.

After the Civil War, a Northern political culture of freedom and equality had long

prevailed in the USA, but conservative Dixie (Southern) culture persisted, and while
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‘radical” reforms such as social welfare policies and the Civil Rights Movement
shook traditional social norms, with the return of conservatism after the end of
the Cold War, the culture again competed for the mainstream. Dixie values such
as isolationism, white supremacy, self-responsibility, opposition to PC and anti-
intellectualism have gained traction. While several landslide victories in presidential
elections have signaled the return of such values and encouraged Red states to unite,
claims of social diversity and tolerance, and also PC have united the Blue states,
creating deep divisions in society. The energetic activities of candidate Trump since
the 2016 election have undermined the democratic fundamentals with his discourse,
policies and baseless personal attacks. That has brought about what Barbara Walter
calls anocracy (the intermediate stage between democracy and autocracy). The
threat of civil war is highest in anocracy: the election in 2024 is even likely to
lead to a state of civil war over who wins or loses the elections, depending on the

outcome.
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