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+ XII. ORDERLY TRANSFER OF GERMAN POPULATIONS.

The Three Governments, having considered the question in all its aspects, recognize that the transfer to
Germany of German populations, or elements thereof, remaining in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary,
will have to be undertaken. They agree that any transfers that take place should be effected in an orderly and
humane manner.

Since the influx of a large number of Germans into Germany would increase the burden already resting on
the occupying authorities, they consider that the Control Council in Germany should in the first instance
examine the problem, with special regard to the question of the equitable distribution of these Germans
among the several zones of occupation. They are accordingly instructing their respective representatives on
the Control Council to report to their Governments as soon as possible the extent to which such persons have
already entered Germany from Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, to submit an estimate of the time and
rate at which further transfers could be carried out having regard to the present situation in Germany.

The Czechoslovak Government, the Polish Provisional Government and the Control Council in Hungary are
at the same time being informed of the above and are being requested meanwhile to suspend further
expulsions pending an examination by the Governments concerned of the report from their representatives
on the Control Council.
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I. Sovereign equality, respect for the rights inherent in sovereignty

The participating States will respect each other's sovereign equality and individuality as well as all the
rights inherent in and encompassed by its sovereignty, including in particular the right of every State to
juridical equality, to territorial integrity and to freedom and political independence. They will also respect
each other's right freely to choose and develop its political, social, economic and cultural systems as well as
its right to determine its laws and regulations.
Within the framework of international law, all the participating States have equal rights and duties. They will
respect each other's right to define and conduct as it wishes its relations with other States in accordance with
international law and in the spirit of the present Declaration. They consider that their frontiers can be changed,
in accordance with international law, by peaceful means and by agreement. They also have the right to belong
or not to belong to international organizations, to be or not to be a party to bilateral or multilateral treaties
including the right to be or not to be a party to treaties of alliance; they also have the right to neutrality.
II. Refraining from the threat or use of force

The participating States will refrain in their mutual relations, as well as in their international relations in
general, from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State,
or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations and with the present Declaration.
No consideration may be invoked to serve to warrant resort to the threat or use of force in contravention of
this principle.
Accordingly, the participating States will refrain from any acts constituting a threat of force or direct or
indirect use of force against another participating State.
Likewise they will refrain from any manifestation of force for the purpose of inducing another participating
State to renounce the full exercise of its sovereign rights. Likewise they will also refrain in their mutual
relations from any act of reprisal by force.
No such threat or use of force will be employed as a means of settling disputes, or questions likely to give
rise to disputes, between them.
III. Inviolability of frontiers

The participating States regard as inviolable all one another's frontiers as well as the frontiers of all
States in Europe and therefore they will refrain now and in the future from assaulting these frontiers.
Accordingly, they will also refrain from any demand for, or act of, seizure and usurpation of part or all of the
territory of any participating State.
IV. Territorial integrity of States
The participating States will respect the territorial integrity of each of the participating States.
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Accordingly, they will refrain from any action inconsistent with the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations against the territorial integrity, political independence or the unity of any participating
State, and in particular from any such action constituting a threat or use of force.

The participating States will likewise refrain from making each other's territory the object of military
occupation or other direct or indirect measures of force in contravention of international law, or the object of
acquisition by means of such measures or the threat of them. No such occupation or acquisition will be
recognized as legal.
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