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What we may be witnessing is not just the end of the Cold War, or the passing of a particular
period of postwar history, but the end of history as such: that is, the end point of mankind’s
ideological evolution and the universalization of Western liberal democracy as the final form of
human government.

(Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?” The National Interest, Summer 1989)

Now, we can see a new world coming into view. A world in which there is the very real prospect of
a new world order... A world in which freedom and respect for human rights find a home among

all nations.

(President George H. W. Bush, 6 Mar. 1991)



What do states that have just won major wars do with their newly acquired power? My answer is
that states in this situation have sought to hold onto that power and make it last, and that this
has led these states, paradoxically, to find ways to set limits on their power and make it acceptable
to other states.

(G. John Ikenberry, After Victory, 2001)
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