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Summary

This paper discusses the process of the nationalization of the electric companies in Japan in 1930’s, especially
focusing on the discourse of OWADA Teiji who was the bureaucrat of the ministry of communications. OWADA had
been the chief of the local commission in Nagoya city between 1934 and 1936 before he led the nationalization as a
director of the Electricity Board. In his term in Nagoya, the most important agenda was to mediate the conflict between
Chubu Electric Power (CO.) and Yahagi Water Power (CO.) in regard to the rights of the electric supply to Toyota
Motor (CO.). This conflict was related to “the monopoly area of electric supply”, which had been ruled by the 1931
Revised Electricity Business Act. OWADA and the presidents had several negotiations to decide which company should
supply electricity to Toyota Motor (CO.) In the end, the negotiations broke down. As a result, OWADA entertained a
doubt to the Revised Electricity Act which presupposed the policy that the electricity should have been supplied by
the private company, not the national or public companies This doubt led OWADA to make up his mind to execute the
nationalization of the electric companies.
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Summary

This paper aims to reveal the <on-site-ness> of war memories in Shun Medoruma’s short story, “Mabuigumi.”
It claims that the story represents spatial communality between human and nonhuman, rather than the stereotypical
model of anthropocentristic communality based on autonomous subjectivity. It also discusses how the narrative holds
care-related communality, which occurs between a vulnerable body and the care it needs.

In the 1% chapter, I discuss how the <on-site-ness> of this novel creates the spatial communality between
the protagonist Uta, an Okinawan woman surviving the battle of Okinawa in 1945, and “the environmental things”
surrounding Uta which makes their boundary become obscured when the war memories struck her on the beach. In
the 2™ chapter, I consider the spatial performativity of Uta, who remembers and interprets nonhuman characters. In
the 3 chapter, I focus on the “co-interpretation,” in which Uta and nonhuman simultaneously occur to the extent that
they create ontological communality often referred as “co-participation.” In the 4" chapter, I suggest the story of the
<on-site-ness> needs a vulnerable body as its condition to be told. In the final chapter, I indicate that “Mabuigumi”
represents the <on-site-ness> of war memories, as involving numerous beings, which would not intersect with each
other under the normative system of discourse, through the discussion on two kinds of “indigestion” in this novel: food-
related indigestion and traumatic-memory indigestion.
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Summary

Poet Yun Dongju was born in 1917 in the village of Myongdong Bukgando (now Longjing city, Yanbian
Korean autonomous region, China). He attended schools in Longjing, Pyongyang, Seoul, Tokyo and Kyoto, and died
six months before the end of World War in a Fukuoka prison. His cause of death is unknown.

This article examines Yun Dongju’s “homeland,” Bukgando, and explores his perception of this “homeland”—
the place he was born and raised—and the ways in which it is represented in his poetry. This analysis will relocate
from Dongju’s poetry Bukgando’s complex history and geopolitics—all of which become lost in the discursive ethno-
centric framework that posits Dongju’s loss of Bukgando in parallel to his loss of Korea as national “homeland.” In this
article, I will consider Yun Dongju’s homeland “Bukgando” from his literary works composed in Manchuria, Colonial
Korea, and Japan, re-examining his work through his perception and experiences in each site.
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American historians long ago dismissed the frontier thesis of Frederick Jackson Turner, which
posited the dichotomy of civilization versus savagery and was chiefly concerned with the former’s
westward expansion. Current researchers have labeled this region of the United States the “borderlands,”
a region where different groups of people interact with one another. In addition, Robert F. Berkhofer, Jr.’s
“New Indian History,” which puts Indians at its center, and Daniel K. Richter’s perspective in Facing
East from Indian Country have been established as foundational to the new historical stance on European
westward expansion. This trend is also evident among Japanese scholars of Native American history (see
Rikkyo American Studies in 2007). Early Americanists have increasingly turned their gaze toward Native
Americans, and Lisa Brooks gave birth to a work that epitomizes this shift.

Lisa Brooks, one of the two winners of the 2019 Bancroft Prize and Professor of English and
American Studies at Amherst College, wrote Our Beloved Kin: A New History of King Philip’s War.
King Philip’s War occurred in New England in the 1670s, and Brooks’ book contains new perspectives
on different aspects of the war, including detailed writings about the land deals as a cause of the war
(ch. 3), battles on the northern front (chs. 6, 9), and Mary Rowlandson’s captivity narrative (ch. 7). As
regards the battles on the northern front, Brooks opposes the dominant interpretation of King Philip’s
War as a defeat of New England Indians. This view has been maintained by separating the war from
the northern front, which would continue intermittently for one hundred years. At that time, the English
were unable to overcome the Maine area Indians, and the Casco Bay Treaty of 1678 articulated that the
English inhabitants in Indian territory must pay tribute to Indian leaders.

Moreover, from the perspective of the New Indian History, Brooks focused on two Indians:
Weetamoo, the female leader of Pocasset, and James Printer, a member of the leading family of the
Nipmuc praying town (chs. 1-2). These two figures have not been featured by other researchers, but
are important in Indian history because they succeeded in defending their lands and communities,
that is, their beloved kin. Weetamoo, in particular, adapted to the English notion of land transactions.
She “understood that in the colonial system, planting lands that belonged to an individual man would
be respected more than those that belonged to a collective of women” (p. 70). In negotiations, she
established a male owner to protect her territory.

In describing Indian resistance, Brooks offered a bold new perspective on King Philip’s War,
emphasizing trans-tribal kinship networks among the Indians of Southern New England. For example,
because of their kinship with the Wampanoags, the Narragansetts sheltered the Indian refugees. This
action was against the agreement with the English and gradually brought them nearer to the side of

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 285
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King Philip (pp. 203-7). Thus, regarding the name of the war, Brooks was in favor of Mohegan leader
Owaneco’s “the Warres with the Generall Nations of Indians,” because this alternate name represents the
kinship networks. However, “King Philip’s War” has probably been used to describe this conflict since
1716, when Thomas Church published the memoir of his father Benjamin, who led a march against King
Philip (pp. 7-8).

Previous studies on King Philip’s War (e.g., Pulsipher’s Subjects unto the Same King) have
elucidated two aspects of the war: the ethnic conflict and the Indians’ political choice. The former has
emphasized the difference between the Indians and the English, and the latter has paid attention to the
fact that many Indians supported the English. Those studies have often criticized each other. Brooks
seemed to support the positions of those emphasizing the ethnic conflict, because she adopted Owaneco’s
name and stood by the current studies of settler colonialism, which have analyzed settler violence against
the indigenous people. In reality, however, her focus on the kinship networks of “the Generall Nations of
Indians,” which had both an ethnic and a political nature, enables the two aspects to fuse. In this book,
Brooks challenged the historians’ analytical frameworks and vividly depicted the Indian resistance in

light of Indian culture—thus, she aptly calls her work a “New History” of King Philip’s War.
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