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The Wings of Menippea
—— Fantastic Stories of Ludmilla Petrushevskaya ——

Kyoko NUMANO
Summary

Many of the fantastic stories written by the contemporary Russian writer Ludmilla Petrushevs-
kaya contain representations of "a journey to another world". They depict, for example, a transition
to the world of dreams, a wandering in the boundary area that lies between this world and another
world, the critical moments of life and death, and the long journey of ordeal. What underlies these
representations of "a journey to another world" is the concept of Menippean satire formulated by
Mikhail Bakhtin. The clue to this aspect of her writing can be found in her story "Three Journeys, or
the Possibility of Menippea". In this paper, we will discuss the characteristics of her fantastic world
by focusing on this work.
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