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Rabindranath’s wondrous world of later years

Kyoko NIWA

Summary

It is always a difficult task to analyze works written by such a great poet like Rabindranath
Tagore; especially because Tagore continued to evolve both in poetic style and poetical ideas or
imagination throughout his life. The author must admit that this writing refers to only Tagore’s
later poems without, for the time being, claiming these are his representative or best of his works.
However, after he faced serious health issues in 1937 that we might presume as encountering death,
his poetic sense had taken a sharp bend and there is no doubt of the importance of these poems.

Tagore had been writing poetry almost without any pause at least for 60 to 65 years since his
teenage days and published more than 60 collections of poems and left more than 2000 poems
altogether. The mood and style of his poetry had always been changing, though Gitanjali period
can be considered to be a kind of peak of his writing. However, there are several important turning
points before Gitanjali and moreover, there was a dramatic evolution after Gitanjali too.

Here we are going to focus on his later poems written in his late 70s, especially during the
last three years of his life. Tagore dropped into unconsciousness in 1937 at the age of 76 for
the first time and recovered consciousness after two days. Three years later in 1940, he lost his
consciousness again and this time, though regaining consciousness, could not recover completely.
Still, the poet composed poems with great enthusiasm and also in significant numbers; through
which we can observe his tenacity or insatiable desire to express himself. What was his motive to
write so many poems in his last days? What was he going to pass on to us with such eagerness? It
is our purpose here to look into this inner world of the great poet who returned from the brim of
another world twice within a relatively short period of time.
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