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Harmony through the Touch: Tanizaki Jun-Ichiro's World of '"'Blindness"

Shoji SHIBATA

Summary

Junichiro Tanizaki has left two works on the theme of “blindness,” Shunkin-Sho and
A Tale of Blindness. In the former, as is well known, Sasuke, who has been serving a blind
shamisen mistress, blinds himself in order not to see her face when she is bathed in hot water
and suffers heavy burns, and it has been said that Tanizaki’s aesthetics of masochistic female
worship reached its peak in this work. The latter is a story told by a blind massager called Yaichi,
who served the beautiful sister of Nobunaga Oda, and he talks about the vicissitudes he has ex-
perienced with her in the age of the civil war.

The state of “blindness” in these two works is given positive meaning by Tanizaki’s
peculiar idea. That is, as Sasuke and Yaichi are blind, they are related to others and the out-
side world through auditory and tactile sensations, which, as alternative systems of sensation,
could relativize the supremacy of the vision in the modern concept of perception. Especially in
Shunkin-Sho, two blinded characters deepen physical intimacy by living in the tactile world.
There we can see the achievement of sexual harmony between a man and a woman, which is not

found in any other works by Tanizaki.
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