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Camera Obscura in Japan

BEAHZ
Hideyuki Yoshimoto

Summary: The portable camera obscura with a lens was invented by an European artisan in early
1620's. It was imported into Japan by the Deshima Dutch Company as early as 1645.

Over a century there had been no sign of actual use of camera obscura since that time.

In 1720, Shogun Tokunaga Yoshimune relaxed the Book Ban Order to allow the import of some
western books. This Relaxation brought the Boom in Dutch Studies and promoted the Rangakusya's
interests in science and technology in Europe.

A Rangakusya and painter, Shiba Kokan (1747-1818) made good use of forgotten camera
obscura to copy down the engraved pictures of western natural history books and recommended
eagerly the realism of western perspective representation.  This usage of camera obscura was
limited in small circle and prevailing confusion of camera obscura with optical diagonal machine

made camera obscura forgotten again.
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