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The Language Life of Asian Immigrant Women Married to Japanese
An Analysis of Japanese Proficiency by Natural Acquisition
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The aim of this paper is to analyze the language life and the Japanese
proficiency of Asian immigrant women married to Japanese men, and to suggest
how to support their language life and their Japanese learning in Japan. Most of
the women have no classes for Japanese language learning and are acquiring the
language naturally. They can converse fluently in daily life situations but can not
read and write Japanese sufficiently. It is extremely difficult to acquire reading
and writing skills without language classes. Lack of Japanese literacy results in
the women only being able to get information through their family or people from
the same countries as themselves, and this information might be controlled or
changed intentionally. It also makes their self-esteem low because they are
ashamed at having low skills in reading and writing Japanese.

In order to live their lives in a desirable way, it is necessary to supply not only
multilingual information but also information written in easy Japanese for daily
life. This is the role of government administration. At the same time, in order to

make it possible for women immigrants with Japanese spouses to be members of
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the community, the Japanese government should support them to start Japanese
learning shortly after arriving in Japan and to continue learning for a certain

period in language classes.
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