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Practice Based Innovation in Course Design

Reflection on the Development of a Course Fostering Authentic Intercultural Relationships

b i
ABE Yuko

The purpose of this paper is to share my experience in developing a new course:
"Cultural Background of the Japanese Language" acquainting students with the
role of cultural aspects in learning foreign language.

From a more general perspective, my work on the course provides an example
of an educational innovation directed by practice. In this particular case, the
evolution was from the original design of the course focused on the pragmatics of
Japanese language, as an element of language acquisition by international
students visiting Japanese university, towards more direct experience allowing
the study of a foreign language and culture at the same time through involvement
in out of classroom interactions.

My main goal was to acquaint international students with the cultural context
of Japanese language and with typical patterns of thinking among Japanese
people. Students were expected to identify and examine contextual issues involved
in exemplary situations or in situations from their own experience.

The reflection on the experience gained in first implementations of the course
has reconfirmed some of my initial assumptions, but also directed me towards
important modifications. To make the course learner oriented, I have been trying
to increase student's autonomy in the learning process. However, I have found my
expectations too optimistic. It has become clear that students need a more

structured field of intercultural experience. Also, I have realized that the category
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of the "learners" should be expanded from international students, first to include
Japanese students, and then also people from the community. Furthermore, 1
have found that the course objectives can be achieved in a much more effective
way when contacts with Japanese people outside of the class have some
independent purpose. In addition to the value of course activities as community
contributions, international students gain a feeling of belonging to the local

community which is important for their ability to culturally adapt.
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