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Japanese Language Study Coordinator for Musashino International Association

Looking back over the last 6 years and forward towards new challenges

(a1
MIYAZAKI Taeko

As the multicultural-ization and multilingual-ization of Japanese society
progresses many problems and challenges are emerging which were previously
not encountered. The establishment of a new specialized professional occupation
in the form of coordinators is widely anticipated as a solution to these challenges.
I have been employed as the first Japanese Language Study Coordinator for the
Musashino International Association since 2003 and, in a situation in which there
was no real role-model to follow, have carried out this work through trial and
error.

One of the roles of the coordinator is said to be to "promote the rotational
process of participation-cooperation-creation". However, are participation,
cooperation and creation really things that work in such a rotation? Looking back
on my 6 years as a Japanese Language Study Coordinator for Musashino
International Association, I will explain the "acceptance process for children" in
which this rotational process worked, and the "Practical Cooperation Program
with Schools" in which it did not — both of which were elements of the "Parental
Participation Morning Japanese Course" which I was deeply involved. Next, I will
speak about the new Practical Cooperation Program with Elementary Schools as

a new challenge and finally examine the role of the coordinator itself.
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