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Japan has no clear and consistent policy to deal with the movement
of people across national borders. This inadequacy has been prolonged
partly by lack of clear definition of the policy concepts used in public

discussion of migration. This article tries to clarify the meaning of such

” o« ” o«

concepts as “immigrants,” “multiculturalism,” “multicultural symbiosis,”
and “integration” in the Japanese context.

The most obvious feature of Japan's migration policy is its contradiction
between the official policy and the reality that has been brought about by
that policy. The most significant evidence is the fact that many “nikkeijin”
are working in Japan as unskilled workers despite the official policy that
denies the acceptance of foreign unskilled workers. Another feature is the
commitment of local governments to integration of foreigners ahead of and
more actively than the national government.

Most major countries have been making efforts to establish policies to
treat foreigners properly under the circumstances of activated movement
of people caused by globalization, through a combination of migration
control policies and social integration policies. Japan too should establish
a consistent migration policy comprising an immigration control policy
based on a clear vision of Japan's future society and an integration policy

in accordance with multiculturalism.
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In recent Japanese education the diversity of learners has been speeded
up. The teacher-centered guidance couldn’ t have coped with the practical
side of Japanese education. This research sought for a possibility that peer-
response was responsible for the second language (1.2) classroom activity
with the background of multi-language and culture. Peer-response refers to
a collaborative writing activity because learners revise their written work
collaboratively.

The research peer-response period of eight months was divided into four
terms, and the activities of three learners (I, S, B) were observed. They were
international undergraduate students in the writing class of Japanese as
L2. S worked with I who was proficient in activities for the first half of the
term and then with B who was a new member, for the latter half. In the first
term, a lot of language support was offered from I to S. In the second term,
S became accustomed to the procedure of the activity and tried to play the
role as writer and reader, and added discussions concerning the content
and construction, and critical examination of sentences . Peer-response was
carried out with a new participant B in the third term. Regardless of different
proficiency in activity they actually tried to be complementary to each other
and solve the problems of writing. In the fourth term, B considered what
S had sent to B, while S was waiting for B, then both began collaborative
production. In the L2 writing class, the activity of peer-response is taken
from one who is proficient in an activity compared to the other. As a result
the possibility of peer-response as a classroom activity with a background
of multi-language and culture is suggested to be successful.

*BARDIKRLFREFERF BN SAC AR BT RHIFEBERT7E 5 »7



The future subject for study will focus on awareness of learners that exist

behind this activity, and its process of transformation.
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While Zainichi Korean ethnic communities are dismantling, today many
young Zainichi Koreans grow up in the suburbs and enjoy their consuming
life just like other young Japanese. This means that more and more Zainichi
Koreans are living next to Japanese, and more Japanese have opportunities
to encounter Zainichi Koreans in their everyday lives. However, these
encounters are often untold, and therefore the range of links between the
two is considered not to exist. In order to explain this mystery, this paper
argues that the rich links between the two do not exist because majority
Japanese “waste” their memories about Zainichi Koreans. However, this is
not only the “wasting” of Zainichi Korean's memories but also of memories and
identities of Japanese themselves. This paper critically explores how Japanese
consume and waste memories of “Others”, and illuminates links to nationalism
and neo-liberal values. This critical analysis is based on fieldwork research
of the Japanese employees at a small company in my hometown Okayama
at which my friend from high-school works. In particular, it examines the
personal memories about Zainichi Koreans of seven young employees who live
in the suburbs of Okayama. Through delineating social and historical linkages
between Japanese and Zainichi Koreans living in the suburbs of a regional city,
it proposes that rather than lamenting the collapse of the community, we must
pay attention to these linkages.
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The National Institute of Information and Communications Technology in
Japan, launched its Language Grid project in 2005. The project is seen as a
technical infrastructure for utilizing language resources, such as machine
translators, dictionaries, or corpuses, in order to support more effective
communication between people with different native languages. The system
also allows users to customize the language services offered according
to individual/local requirements. While the project’ s stakeholders
are universities, industry, government, and end users, its technical
implementation has been charged to computer scientists and programmers
at Kyoto University, or affiliated with NICT. Since it has been developed
as a web-based service, Language Grid also has services and multilingual
support for foreigners residing within Japan. This paper deals with the
technological vision behind the Language Grid project, its contribution
to multilingualism, and describes some pilot efforts by the Non Profit
Organizations to access its capabilities as an infrastructure for supporting
multicultural collaboration. This is primarily a paper within the realm of
the social studies of science and technology, but also an attempt to extend
this field's insights into the realm of real world problems.
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In the age of globalisation, the Japanese government amended the
Fundamental Law of Education in December of 2006. This paper examines the
Japanese Educational Reform and the conception of the identity of ‘Japanese
people’ from the perspective of multi-cultural education. According to the
government and its advisory councils, because of international trends of
globalisation Japanese education has been required to foster the ‘Japanese
people’ with a strong identity based on ‘common’ history and culture, and
responsibility as a member of the international society.

At the same time globalisation brought about a great diversity of
backgrounds of people within Japanese society; the so-called multicultural
society. So obviously the issues of multicultural education have arisen. A
‘universal’ sense of values in the country is needed to unify a national
consensus, and in that sense it relates back to the concept of the ‘Former’
Fundamental Law of Education. Former Fundamental Law of Education
stated the aim of education at ‘the creation of culture in general and rich in
individuality’ and also said it ‘shall be spread far and wide’ . However, the
New Fundamental Law of Education was totally changed at that point and
it states that the identity of the Japanese people is fostered by patriotism
and respect for national tradition and culture. But this kind of patriotism
does not adapt to universal acceptance, because the latter is contrary to
the first in being based on the diversity of people.

Therefore, this paper discusses the possibility of multicultural education
within current Japanese society with reference to the case of ‘Multi-Ethnic’
England with the key concepts of ‘Diversity within Unity’ and ‘Citizenship’.
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The purpose of this paper is to investigate the educational significance
of a practice teaching program of Community Japanese language on a
student teacher that is a non-native speaker of Japanese. A student teacher,
which was a non-native speaker of Japanese answered a metaphor-making
task 3 times, had an interview and wrote a journal through the program
including 3 months of a preparation period. The image she had before the
program that was to guide participants changed toward collaboration with
participants after the program. The result suggested that the collaboration
in student teachers’ community to make a suitable teaching plan convinced
her that a participant with an almost zero level of knowledge could play an
important role in class. The acknowledgement of competence of non-native

speakers made her unbind from normative Japanese language education.
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“Museum of lives and cultures of Korean Residents in Japan, Kawasaki”
(MLCKK) is an online history museum that was established by a citizen
association named “2000 member's network to tie to elder Koreans in
Kawasaki.” T would like to consider what the museum can do through the
constructing process as one of the administrative and working volunteers of
MLCKK. The main showpieces are 1) the reorganized narrative data of life
histories of elder Korean residents, 2) images or document material data to
understand them, 3) interaction between elder Korean residents and people

surrounding them.
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