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In the age of globalisation, the Japanese government amended the
Fundamental Law of Education in December of 2006. This paper examines the
Japanese Educational Reform and the conception of the identity of ‘Japanese
people’ from the perspective of multi-cultural education. According to the
government and its advisory councils, because of international trends of
globalisation Japanese education has been required to foster the ‘Japanese
people’ with a strong identity based on ‘common’ history and culture, and
responsibility as a member of the international society.

At the same time globalisation brought about a great diversity of
backgrounds of people within Japanese society; the so-called multicultural
society. So obviously the issues of multicultural education have arisen. A
‘universal’ sense of values in the country is needed to unify a national
consensus, and in that sense it relates back to the concept of the ‘Former’
Fundamental Law of Education. Former Fundamental Law of Education
stated the aim of education at ‘the creation of culture in general and rich in
individuality’ and also said it ‘shall be spread far and wide’ . However, the
New Fundamental Law of Education was totally changed at that point and
it states that the identity of the Japanese people is fostered by patriotism
and respect for national tradition and culture. But this kind of patriotism
does not adapt to universal acceptance, because the latter is contrary to
the first in being based on the diversity of people.

Therefore, this paper discusses the possibility of multicultural education
within current Japanese society with reference to the case of ‘Multi-Ethnic’
England with the key concepts of ‘Diversity within Unity’ and ‘Citizenship’.
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