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The National Institute of Information and Communications Technology in
Japan, launched its Language Grid project in 2005. The project is seen as a
technical infrastructure for utilizing language resources, such as machine
translators, dictionaries, or corpuses, in order to support more effective
communication between people with different native languages. The system
also allows users to customize the language services offered according
to individual/local requirements. While the project’ s stakeholders
are universities, industry, government, and end users, its technical
implementation has been charged to computer scientists and programmers
at Kyoto University, or affiliated with NICT. Since it has been developed
as a web-based service, Language Grid also has services and multilingual
support for foreigners residing within Japan. This paper deals with the
technological vision behind the Language Grid project, its contribution
to multilingualism, and describes some pilot efforts by the Non Profit
Organizations to access its capabilities as an infrastructure for supporting
multicultural collaboration. This is primarily a paper within the realm of
the social studies of science and technology, but also an attempt to extend
this field's insights into the realm of real world problems.
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