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While Zainichi Korean ethnic communities are dismantling, today many
young Zainichi Koreans grow up in the suburbs and enjoy their consuming
life just like other young Japanese. This means that more and more Zainichi
Koreans are living next to Japanese, and more Japanese have opportunities
to encounter Zainichi Koreans in their everyday lives. However, these
encounters are often untold, and therefore the range of links between the
two is considered not to exist. In order to explain this mystery, this paper
argues that the rich links between the two do not exist because majority
Japanese “waste” their memories about Zainichi Koreans. However, this is
not only the “wasting” of Zainichi Korean's memories but also of memories and
identities of Japanese themselves. This paper critically explores how Japanese
consume and waste memories of “Others”, and illuminates links to nationalism
and neo-liberal values. This critical analysis is based on fieldwork research
of the Japanese employees at a small company in my hometown Okayama
at which my friend from high-school works. In particular, it examines the
personal memories about Zainichi Koreans of seven young employees who live
in the suburbs of Okayama. Through delineating social and historical linkages
between Japanese and Zainichi Koreans living in the suburbs of a regional city,
it proposes that rather than lamenting the collapse of the community, we must
pay attention to these linkages.
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