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In recent Japanese education the diversity of learners has been speeded
up. The teacher-centered guidance couldn’ t have coped with the practical
side of Japanese education. This research sought for a possibility that peer-
response was responsible for the second language (1.2) classroom activity
with the background of multi-language and culture. Peer-response refers to
a collaborative writing activity because learners revise their written work
collaboratively.

The research peer-response period of eight months was divided into four
terms, and the activities of three learners (I, S, B) were observed. They were
international undergraduate students in the writing class of Japanese as
L2. S worked with I who was proficient in activities for the first half of the
term and then with B who was a new member, for the latter half. In the first
term, a lot of language support was offered from I to S. In the second term,
S became accustomed to the procedure of the activity and tried to play the
role as writer and reader, and added discussions concerning the content
and construction, and critical examination of sentences . Peer-response was
carried out with a new participant B in the third term. Regardless of different
proficiency in activity they actually tried to be complementary to each other
and solve the problems of writing. In the fourth term, B considered what
S had sent to B, while S was waiting for B, then both began collaborative
production. In the L2 writing class, the activity of peer-response is taken
from one who is proficient in an activity compared to the other. As a result
the possibility of peer-response as a classroom activity with a background
of multi-language and culture is suggested to be successful.
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The future subject for study will focus on awareness of learners that exist

behind this activity, and its process of transformation.
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