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Transition of the Environment Surrounding Newcomer Children

in Japan: Focusing on the Period after the Economic Crisis
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The global economic crisis in 2008, known as the “Lehman’s Shock,” affected
migrant workers in Japan, especially Nikkei Brazilians, many of who worked for
automobile industry. One third of the Brazilian population in Japan returned to
Brazil. However, following the gradual recovery of Japanese economy, the memory of
the years after the crisis seems to be fading away.

Through interviews to school teachers and NPOs supporting migrant children, this
article tries to illustrate aspects of the change in the environment surrounding
newcomer children in the period after the Lehman’s Shock, and the effect of the
changes to migrant children’s schooling.

First apparent change is the diversification of the newcomer children population.
Many Brazilians returned to Brazil, but Filipinos start arriving at the same time,
filling in the gap for the labor requirement. And although called “newcomer,” many of
the children are now born in Japan, also between parents of different nationalities
such as Brazilian and Filipino. Secondly, right after the Lehman’s Shock, many
migrant families could not afford food, clothing, or even shelter. The interviewees
indicate that this situation has changed around 2012. However, this does not mean
that they are earning as much or as stably as the days before the Lehman’s Shock.
The families are still assumed to live in relative poverty.

Even in this context, migrant children’s high school entrance rate is rising.

Accumulation of resources can be pointed out as the background. Both inside and
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outside schools, systems to support migrant children is rapidly being developed.
There is more information in the ethnic communities than before.

However, although high school entrance rate has risen, many migrant children are
dropping out from high school at the same time, which suggests that we need to

continue on seeking ways for equity in education.
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