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The challenging the multilingual and multicultural education
in a private high school

— To explore of the role of a coordinator
throughout the action plans in Meitoku Gijuku High School —

A AT
WADA Toshikazu

This is one example of challenging the linguistic and cultural diversity in high
school in globalizing Japanese educational context. "Multilingual and
multicultural education in Meitoku Gijuku High School has been progressing
rapidly in recent years, and the linguistic and cultural diversity of students causes
a lot of problems to come out into the open. Therefore, traditional educational
practices in our school have little relevance in the current diversified environment.
This report raises the issue of how to integrate multicultural and multilingual
minorities in the school, and examines the coordinator's approach to develop a three
tier action plan to help create a harmonious learning and residential environment.
The first tier deals with the establishment of a relationship between the homeroom
teacher and the student to identify, discuss and rectify existing or potential
challenges based on cultural or linguistic differences. The second tier involves the
development of programs which promote intercultural understanding and harmony
between Japanese and overseas students. The third tier approaches the issue at the
administrative level aiming to adopt and regulate school policies to foster
multilingual and multicultural dialogue within the greater school community. The
primary purpose of this paper is to encourage fellow secondary educators to consider
a new educational framework that accommodates the inevitable international-

ization of Japanese society.
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