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Narrating multicultural coexistence at a school with class

management problems:
involvement as a guest teacher

R BT
SOHN Mihaeng

This paper analyzes and discusses results of a questionnaire concerning student
impressions of Korean-Japanese residents. It aims to examine changes in the
awareness of students, who were attending a school with class management
problems, after a guest teacher, this author, gave a talk on the topic of multicultural
coexistence. Results suggested that the following two points had the most

significance:

(1)Directly addressing the difficulties confronted by people living through various
historical complexities, such as Korean-Japanese residents, provided hints on
how to live, especially for children living in difficult family and school
environments. That is, the guest teacher and her family became role models for
the children.

(2) Regardless of whether impressions of Korean-Japanese residents improved or
not, many students were of the opinion that meeting the author and hearing the
talk had been a good thing. For children in a school where various forms of
violence were part of daily life, direct involvement with the guest teacher
promoted an interest in the "other" before their eyes. In other words, it
demonstrated that they had the potential to transform exclusive relationships,
those in which they disregarded others they viewed as weak, to relationships

based on mutual support.
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A long-term multicultural coexistence program that involves cooperation between
the guest teacher and the regular teaching staff needs to be developed for the future.
Additionally, children will need to have a sufficient sense of self-affirmation to be able
to accept talks on the topic of multicultural coexistence; that is to say, they need to be
emotionally stable and they must have the capacity to create relationships of mutual

trust.
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